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MR. DEL PIERQ: Ladies and gentlemen, if you wouid be
kind enough to take your seats, we will begin.

Good afterncon. My name is Marc del Plero, and we are
here today to convene a policy session on behaif of the State
Water Resources Controi Board to discuss the issue of water
diversions from Mono Lake.

| am currently Vice-Chair of the State Water Resources
Control Board and this matter is a matter that we heid policy
hearings on yesterday in the City of Los Angeles. We will be
conducting those policy hearings today.

When | get done with that, those who wish to make policy
statements, we woukl appreciate it very much if you would be
kind enough to fill out a blue card outside. One of our staff
people will make sure it is brought In and presented to us.

And with that, lst me go into the opening statement, and
then we will get to the gist of this as quickly as we can.

This is one of three sessions being heid by the State
Water Resources Control Board for recelving policy statements
from individuals and organizations interested in issues
related to water diversions in the Mono Lake Basin.

As | indicated, | am Marc del Plero, Vice-Chair of the
State Water Board. | am here today on behaif of the full
Board. Our Chairman. John Caffrey and other Board members
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wish to extend their appreciation to all of you for your
attendance here today.

But before | continue on with the prepared statement, |
need to do the same thing that | did yesterday in Los Angeles.
Some individuals don’t know what the State Water Resources
Control Board is or how it is that the State Board uitimately
becomes a responsibie party in rendering a decision on water
diversions in the Mono Lake Basin, so if you will induige me
for a moment, | will describe that, and we will get that out
of the way s0 those questions aren't left in anybody’s mind.

The State Water Resources Control Board Is an
organization that was crested by statute in 1967. it was
created by a statute called the Porter-Cologne Act and some
ancillary laws passed along with it.

The Board is made up of five individuais appointad by the
Governor. The five individuals are appointed to categorical
positions. Each one of the individuals is required to have
certain qualifications, The cwrent Chairman of the Board,
John Caffrey, fills his position of Water Quality Specialist.

Prior to his service on the Board, he served as the Deputy
Director of the California Departmernt of Water Resources.

The public member is Mary Jane Forster. She previously
served on the San Diego Regionali Water Quality Control Board,
and also was employed in Orange County Water District.

We have one civil engineer on the Board. His name is
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John Brown. Mr. Brown has been in the private sector for at
least three decades, and is recognized statewide as an expert
in agricuttural irrigation systems. Additionally, we have
another angineer - we have one civil sngineer and one other
engineer. His name is James Stubchaer. Ho served for yoars
as the General Manager and Chief Executive Officer for both
the Santa Barbara County Food Control and Water Conservation
District and the Santa Barbara County Water Resources Agency.

And then, there is me. | am the Vice-Chasir of the Board,
as | indicated before, and | serve in the capacity as the
attorney on the Board.

My background is that | served for 11 years on the
Monterey County Board of Supervisors. | served on the
Committee that wrote the guidelines for the Monterey Bay
Marine Sanctuary and | slso served for 11 years on the
Monterey County Water Resources Agency that operates two
reservoirs and a very, very largs water system. | also served
for 11 years on the Monterey Bay Unified Air Poliution Controi
District. So, | have a certain degree of expertise in both
water issues as well as Air Quality issues.

Now that that's out of the way, | will go on with this
for the record. Today, | have a number of good friends with
me that are empiloyees of the State Board who are assisting us
in the entirety of the process related to Mono Laks. | would
like to take the opportunity to introduce them now.
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Sitting to my immediate left is Jim Canaday. He is one
of the Staff Environrmental Specialists. Steve Herrers, and
Steve is in the back of the room right there, he is otr othar
Staff Environmental Specialist assisting us on thie matter.

We have two Staff Engineers, Mr. Richard Ssthowsk! and
Hugh Smith, who is the gentieman collectirng the Likis csids
outside, and then my good friend, Chief Counse! for tids
hearing to my immediate right, Dan Frink.

The State Water Board is charged with tha tuid ¢
amending the City of Los Angeles’ Water Rights 5. Lionx Beuin
to include terms and conditions necessary 1o presaat th
fishery resources in the affected streams. The Staiu Weier
Board hae also baen chargad with the tuak of considering fis
sffect of water diversions on public trust resourcos in the
Mono Basin and jrretacting thase publie trust rescurvex winen
feasible.

The second task kivolves the difficult job of katerciag the
pubiic interest served by the City of Los Angelas’ wates
diversions agsinst the effect of those divassions o1 thw
public trust resources of the Mono Basin.

Considerable information regarding thx backgro.rd of this
proceading, the issuas to be considerec: by the State Buard snd
the Board’s hearing procedure, is provided k1 the June 30,
1993, Hearing Notice and aiso in the Supplements) Notro that
was published on September 2 of 1993.
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As explained in those notices, the formal avidentisry
hearing will begin sn October 20 in Sacramento. | wi¥ slvo
be the hearing of’izar for the evidentiary portion of thin
process. The propoved testimony and exhibits for the
evidantiary hearkiy were required to be submitted to tha S ate
Bos«d by Septeder 22 of this year.

i contrast i< ihe evidentiary hearing, the hearing
sesseR today is t5 provide an opportunity for preventxixn of
non-avidaikisry poficy statements. The presentation of ricy
strtcnveide will 2. sbject to the following condition:,

Policy statavatvs sre not obliged to be presesds.’ i
oath. Persorc: wv.sking polficy statements a+s not ssibje: 2
cross-examination. However, In iy caprsiy o howGg
officer, | am sfowed to ask quent -xw N order 1o clarty the
position of the coeaker if the zpsaker has rot sen clear, 1%
least to ms.

Third, policy statements misy Lo ursd o pasent (e vi v s
and positions cf the spesker ur the sgency bolag repie
but they will nat be considerad £3 factuel sviisry=d ac .01 of
the evidentiary rocoed.

Last, all clepping and othor plezsantries e trrerved
only for the heziing sfficer. It maks: the hesring go along
much more quickly and much more z:xgpediioushy, so if you vt
be kind enough to honor that personal request of mine, | v:ouk
appreciste it very much, and we will try to get as many nucuit

through this process as possible.
We have an aftemoon session today. We will go ik
5:00 o’clock. Wo will bresk, and then we w¥ come back hore
¥, 7:00 o'cieo. end | promise you thet | will e hus 28 long
a6 you are! o cwners of the buliciny sllow me, i theve sre
still peopla v Mg iv present policy statements &g
testimony.
In ordey i sllow as many peopis to tak todsy 2s
possible, | have sskad, and In the Notice we notifisd svevyusna
that each speaker will be sllotted not more than five mimtas
for thelr presentations.
Hywwhhtowuﬂyouhcwmtﬁb:lemaﬂm
card, and | think most of you hav, hecause we hays © whole
bunch of them: here, and if you @:~'2 kinary taist tha Teus
cards, they are in the back of the toom. IF yuus v g belisd
anough to fill one out, we will ba happy to c& (ot
A transcript - | forgot the maet important s 1 10 i
Ms. Alice Book, who is our couri raportar, Apglsuge e
‘sliowed for her. Nothing happc: ~ without Ms, Bool's sprroval.
She is our coust reporter. She “.i. .12 & complets and
comprehensk > record of this prec . gima.

i you wi<: 8 copy, a bound u-:av of the procesub e,
please coni:: her after this, . the wili make thoer
avsilable to you.

Do you have any comments, Mr. Canady?
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MR. CANADY: No.

MR. DEL PIERO: Ladies and gentiemen, we are going to
begin. The first person | would liks to call is Mr. Jarvis,
represanting the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control
District. Good afterncon, si.

MR. JARVIS: Good afternoon to all of you. My name is
Michael Jarvis, and | am the Mono County supervisor for the
First District.

Today, | am speaking to you on behaif of the Great Basin
Unified Air Pollution Control District.

This District was created by the State as the locasi Alr
Quality Regulatory Agency. The Great Basin Air Poltution
Control District has a six-member board of directors made
up of two County Supervisors from sach of the three counties
in the District. The thwee counties in the District are inyo
County to the south. Mono County whers we ars now, and Alpine
County to the north.

It is the strong recommendation of our District IV that
you select the 6,390 foot altermnative or higher for Mono Lake.
Our decision was unanimousty approved based upon the
information that was provided in the Draft Environmental
Impact Report on the Mono Basin. )

The decision of our Board was reached after examining
issues connected directly with the Air Quality of the Mono
Basin. The 8,390-foot alternastive will substantialily decrease
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the windblown dust from the shores of Mono Lake. The Federal
government is currently in the process of designating the Mono
Basin as a non-attainable area in violation of the National
Ambient Air Quaility Standards because of particulates.

Now, these particulates are known in regulatory jargon as
PM-10, which stands for particulate matter less than 10
microns. Thase extremely small particles are less than 1/10th
the diameter of a human hair. it can easily be inhaled into
the deepest part of the human lung. High levels of these

particulates pose a significant risk to the public heaith.

Mono Basin violates the National standards of
particulates and this contributes to the poor heaith of
individuais who live in or visit the area.

People who are particularly sensitive to PM-10 are
children, the eiderty, people who have heart disease, those
with respiratory problems such as asthma and bronchitis, and
people with influenza. Even heaithy individuais can
experience difficulty in breathing if they are exposed to the
dust storms at Mono Lake.

In a recent study of Lake PM-10 concentrations that are
even lower than the Federal standards, they attribute to
80,000 premature deaths in the United States sione. The
6,390-foot altemnative or higher would heip improve the air
quality and bring the area into compliance with the Federal
Clean Air standards.
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Now, our District, the Great Basin Unified Alr Pollution
Control District, is currently conducting numerous studies on
the Owens Dry Lake in inyo County. The sngineering sokstions
being testsad st Owens Dry Lake are not an option st Mono Lake.
It’s in a national scenic area that is to be kept in its
natural state. Raising the lake level is the only known
solution to the air problems at Mono Lake. The Great Basin
Unified Air Poilution Control District Board of directors
strongly urge the State Water Resources Control Board to adopt
a 6,390-foot altemnative or higher to improve the heatth of
the residents and visitors of Mono Lake and to heip us reach
the National Air Quality standards.

| appreciate the opportunity to speak before your Board
and would welcome any questions you might have regarding the
air quality of this region. Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much. | had the pleasure
of mesting your Poliution Control District Officer on a field
trip we took here about a month and a haif ago, a very
delightful person. She is also a frisnd of my former Ak
Pollution Control District Officer in Monterey. Thank you.

MR. JARVIS: Thank you, and you've got to come back when
you're not doing this stuff.

MR. DEL PIERO: | appreciate the invitation. | am not
only doing this stuff, | am the hearing officer for Big Bear
in Southern California, starting as of naxt Monday, so it may
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be awhile before | get to come back.

Tim Sanford. Good afternoon, sir.

MR. SANFORD: Good afterncon. My name is Tim Sanford.
! have ved In Monc County since 1977, and | have been a
practicing attorney in Mono County since 1980,

| would ke to tell you a very brief story in which !
will express my feelings on this issue. My parents arrived in
town just the other day, and the very first thing | did was |
took them out to dinner at Mono Inn. As we watched the sun
set on Mono Lake, as we like to do, it was a beautiful sight,
and we asppreciate it, and it also reminded me of the many many
hundreds of times that | have driven by Mono Lake on my way to
the court house in Bridgeport over the years, and watched and
been a part of the howling dust storms across the lake.

It reminded me and my parents of the calamity that is
about to befall the wildiife st Mono Lake, the brine shrimp
and the gull population. It reminded us of the fact that it
is a very beautiful ares that should be living up to its
designation as a National Scenic Area. .

| appreciate your presence today and urge you to join in
the consensus that seems to be evolving, and | urge you to
Join in with the opinion expressed by the Wilson
administration, by the Mono County Board of Supervisors, and
by me, and approve the 6,390 level or above. Thank you.

MR, DEL PIERO: Thank you very much, sir.
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Ted Sanford. | understand you just arrived here.

MR. SANFORD: Yes, sir, | happen to be related to Tim,.

MR. DEL PIERO: | sensed that.

MR. SANFORD: Sir, when we first saw Mono Lake in 1859,
it was on the occasion of the first visit we had ever made to
California from the East Coast. We, my wife and | and family,
have been coming to Mammoth, to this area since 1964 almost
overy year because we love it s0 much.

We have come here from Texas, from Delaware, and now fronm
Washington State, where | currently reside, because of the
beauties of the area and all it has to offer.

We have been contributing to the Mono Lake Committee
since 1978 when the Committee was first formed. | would
dearty Wke it if in the future our contributions to the
Committee could be toward constructive things in the
environment instead of endless litigation, trying to keep the
iake level whers it should be, which in my opinion, is the
higher alternative being discussed.

So, | plead with you all to go for the higher alternative
so that we can continue to come down here from Washington
State and enjoy the area as we always have. Thank you very
much

MIR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much, sir.

Jody Aas. Howard Arsularius. Good aftemoon, sir.

MR. AREULARIUS: Good aftermoon. My name is Howard
00012

Areularius. | am representing F. G. Areularius & Son.
| want to thank you for the opportunity to give testimony

on the very critical lssue that (s facing you concerming the

future heaith of the Mono Basin and its water uses and

management.

| am the property owner of 5680 acres of land which the
Upper Owens River runs through. Specifically, it is the Upper
Owens Reach above Crowley Lake bordered by the Inaja Company
upstream and the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power
downstream.

My father and | have been operating this property under
general partnership for the past 13 years. The property has
been in my father’s family since 1919 and he has spent his
chiidhood leaming to care for the land and river and spent
his aduithood carrying on the traditions of careful lend
management that sre inherent in the agricuitural industry.

This land and its river are part of my heritage and my
concerns are deep rooted and my hope for the future of this
beautiful area are sincere.

The Upper Owens River is a unique natural resource. Just
as there are specific concerns for the protection of Mono Lake
in its EIR, there are aiso specific concems for the
protection of the Upper Owens River. The level of protection
should be equai and the Upper Owens River should be protected
and not be sacrificed in order to protect another srea.
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Conssquences and effacts should always be considered
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2 during any process of change.

3 | wouid like to emphasize the need to balance management
4 so as to protact already existing and ongoing fish habitst in

S the Upper Owens River, specifically, the flow of water that

6 would be released via the tunnel to the Owens River must be
7 kept at a consistent rate. Succsssful restoration of the

8 upstream channels of both Mono Lake tributaries and the Upper
9 Owens River shouid require control levels to manage high

10 spring runoff water.

11 The Owens River cannot be used to put excess water from
12 the Mono Basin in order to protect the Mono Lake tributaries
13 from high runoff water.

14 A consistent flow is vital to mitigate the damage akeady
15 done by the elimination of the tunnel water in 1989 and to

18 provide the river with a full ievel that will enable the

17 stream to begin to recover and estabiish an environment that
18 will not fluctuate and experience drastic changes from season
19 to season.
20 | support using the point of reference as of 1989, as
21 that date is the most current and represents the area more
22 realistically than that of the 1941 date.
23 | believe that any reference to livestock raising in the
24 Environmental impact Report should be made from the point of
25 view of the impact of the Mono Basin Plan on livestock
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1 grazing. Livestock grazing is an historical use of this

2 property, and if any referances to management of this land use
3 are to be made in the EIR, they should be specific and only

4 identified after extensive and substantiated study.

5 | do not believe that these objectives have been met with
8

7

8

9

respect to the reference to livestock in the DEIR.
The fencing of the property aiong the river has not been

evaluated to the degree necessary in order to identify this as

a viable mitigating measure. The last eight ysars of drought
10 conditions combined with the drastic changes in the management
11 of Owens River are variables that must be considersd when
12 making any conclusions conceming the snvironment of the
13 property adjacent to the river, -
14 Mitigation should only be necessary when a specific need
15 is identified. | do not support the inclusion of livestock
16 grazing as a part of the EIR untii the concern can be studied
17 objectively and extensively in order to draw factual
18 conclusions.
19 - | do believe that 3 common ground can be recommendead for
20 the protection of Mono Lake and siso for protection of the
21 Upper Owens River, but no protection measure should be
22 undertaken when that measure is creating harmful and
23 devastating effects on another natural resource.
24 This is contradictory to the definition of protection.
25 The perpetuation of the Owens River as a unique
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1 fishing stream must be protected. | am only asking that the
2 whole picture be considered in the very difficuit task that
3 you have before you.
4 At this time, | cannot supponttndodgmﬁon of Mono
5 Lake as an outstanding national resource water. There are too
68 many unanswered questions, and this designation has a
7 potential of further restricting protection of the Upper Owene
8 River.

9 Thank you for the opportunity to express my concems, and
10 as you evaluate this vital interest, piease remember that the

11 protection of the Upper Owens River should not be traded and
12 sacrificed in deveioping a policy to protect Mono Lake.

13 May | leave this letter?

14 MR. DEL PIERO: | have got a coupie of questions, if you
15 would be kind enough to answer them. First of all, | want you
16 to be aware that in terms of flood flows and the impact in

17 terms of flood flows and the impact on the Upper Owens River,
18 | want you to understand there are a number of other people
18 hers. The Board is very much aware of the perception in some
20 cases that the actusl impact on the Upper Owens, particularly
21 the nature of the Owens and its meandering course from

22 significant flood flows and also significant releases to the
23 tunnel - we are very much cognizant of that and your concems
24 about looking after the interests of the Mono Basin without
25 necessarily concerning the impacts on the Upper Owens. | want
00016
1 you to understand the Board is looking at the entire picture,
2 and although the Board will not be prepared to render any
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decision at this point, and will not be prepared to do that
until the evidentiary phase is over, you need to be aware that
the Board is aware and very cognizant of the potential damage
that, in some cases, may have happened and in some cases may
happen in the future without a careful recognition of the
releases into the Upper Owens. First of all, let me say
that’s on our mind.

Secondly, | have a question to ask you. In the svent
that the Board were to prepare a water rights order for the
Mono Basin that addressed the issues in terms of the Upper
Owens to your satisfaction, would you continue to oppose the
designation of Mono Lake as an outstanding natural resource
water?

MR. AREULARIUS: If we wers —

MR. DEL PIERO: If you were satisfied.

MR. AREULARIUS: If i feit we were satisfied, probably a
few years after the designation of water rights, yes, |

probsbly would be when, you know, everybody understands. That

is why | say that | think that we can reach comwmon ground
between Mono Lake and also the people of the Upper Owens.
MR. DEL PIERO: One other thing. We are aware of the
issues you raised in regard to livestock, we are considering
that very closely.
00017
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MR. AREULARIUS: And | am fully aware - | just wanted to
sxpress my concems about the flood water or the excess water,
| just wanted to go on record as having that in the statement,
so that's why | brought that up. Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much, sir.

The next individual is Don Banta, Chairman of the Les
Vining Public Utilities District. Mr. Banta.

MR. BANTA: My name is Don Banta. | am the Chalrman of
the Lee Vining Public Utility District and | am here
representing that Board and the peopie that are water users in
the community of Lee Vining, and | had a letter to you in
regard to that.

Dear Sir: In regard to our appiication to the State
Water Resources Control Board — this application was made
somaetime within the last two years — in regard to the
spplication to the State Water Resources Control Board, the
Lee Vining Public Utility District requests that a minimum of
3 cubic fest per second of stream water be released as Lee
Vining Creek underflow, groundwater, or any designation that
might be determined. )

At the present time, we are utilizing an excelient
quality and quantity source that has recently been developed
and restored. However, we do not want to overiook the
possibility that our diversion may at some time in the future
necessitate the use of wells, or diversion from the creek
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The Lee Vining Public Utility District, in accordance
with the Mono County General Plan, feels that there is a
definite potential for community expansion in Les Vining. The
Mono County Genetal Plan objectives are — and this is found
in Mono County General Plan ~ Policy 1, obtain lands
necessary for the orderly expansion of Lse Vining.

In Action 1.1, work with the appropriate agencies to
provide for developabile lands adjacent to Lee Vining.

Action 1.2, designate lands adjacent to Lee Vining for

expansion and the land use slement.

Policy 2. Future development to coincide with
infrastructure and surface capability expansion.

Action 2.1. Support and assist Lee Vining Public Utiity
District in securing sufficient water for community growth.

Action 2.2. Require development projects to obtain will-
serve letters from applicable service agencies.

And that’s the end of the portion from the Mono County
planning Department.

Back to the statement from the Les Vining Public Utility
District, and | will begin:

As to date, the Lee Vining Public Utility District meets
the needs of the community of Lee Vining. The exception to
this is during a few months during the peak water consumgption
period, st which time conservation is sometimes required.
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It’s the District’s feeling that additional water flows will

be required to support additional growth.
it shouid be noted that the Lee Vining Public Utility
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4 District does not wish to allow or provide for any of its
5 allotted water to be transported or used outside of the Mono
68 Basin.
7 it should aiso be noted that any unused portion of the
8 requested minimum 3 cubic feet per second shall be distributed
9 as determined by the State Water Resources Control Board.
10 This is from the Lee Vining Public Utility District over
11 my signature.
12 And may | simply are: without any regard to the Lee
13 Vining Pubfic Utility District, but as a citizen of the
14 community of Les Vining for over 00 years, | urge you to do
15 whatever you can to maintain the jevel of Mono Lake at 8390.
16 Thank you very much.
17 MR, DEL PIERO: Thank you very much. Just for your
18 information, you need to be aware that staff is currently
19 considering protection of water supplies for future in-basin
20 uses. So, if you had not been aware of that, that is one of
21 the things the Board Is giving consideration to.
22 MR. BANTA: For the benefit of the people who are here,
23 we have had wonderful cooperation from the State Water
24 Resources Control Board, and we work very well with them, and
25 we are aware of that. Thank you.
00020

1 MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much,
2 Marjorie Sill. Good afternoon.
3 MS. SILL: Thank you, gentiemen. First of all, | would
4 like to say | am a resident of Reno, Nevada, and as a resident
5 of the driest stats in the Union, | really appreciste the
8 State Water Resources Control Board, and | am going to take
7 the idea back to my own state. | think we need it.
8 | am the Federal Land Coordinator for the Toiyabe Chapter
9 of the Sierra Club. This covers all of Nevada and Esstem
10 California.
1 We have approximately 3800 members. We care a great deal
12 about Mono Lake. We have an historical interest in Mono Lake.
13 Wae have used it for recreation, we have used it for many of
14 our members who are artists and photographers, and Mono Lake
15 is a perfectly wonderful resource.
16 1, myseif, drove down from Reno today, and | stopped at
17 Mono Lake, as | always do, and just looked at it and thought
18 sbout how great it was, and | stopped again to see Rush Creek
19 coming into Mono Lake. The water is coming down again, and |
20 was thrilled as | am every time | make that drive.
21 The Toiyabe Chapter recommends & level of 6390 or higher,
22 and we hope that this problem can be resolved in a timely
23 fashion.
24 | have hers an article, rather a transcript of testimony
. 25 given by Huey Johnson in 1982 in May and before a
00021
1 Congressional Committes. Thatis 11 years ago, more than 11
2 years ago, and he entitled it "Mono Lake Doesn’t Need to Die”.
3 At that time he thought that uniess something was done,
4 it would die. Fortunately, it has survived. But we can't
5 bank on its surviving forever without some intervention by
8
7
8
9

you.
And | would Hke to conclude by reading something from
Mr. Johnson's testimony: The ioss of Mono Lake, an incredibly
rich and productive ecosystem, would be a tragedy of major

10 dimension. It was John Muir, an early Mono Lake enthusiast,

11 who pointed out that all things in nature are interconnected.

12 Wae should not casually contempiste the destruction of this

13 resource. We have a responeibility to save Mono Lake, s

14 responsibility to ourseives and our chikiren and our

15 grandchildren and for the generations to come.

18 So, as soon as you have your hearing, where you have hard

17 scientific evidencs, | hope that some decision can be made

18 very soon. Thank you very much.

19 MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much. | do need to point

20 out in regard to your last question, the State Board has

21 already indicated to our Executive Director and to our staff

22 that this is a priority in terms of production of sn order.

23 Once the evidentiary portion of the hearing is compieted, and

24 once all of the written policy statements have been submitted,

25 it is our Board’s intent to try to expedite preparation of the
00022

1 order, probably in the spring of next year.

2 MS, SILL: Thank you.

3 MR. DEL PIERO: Tim Alders. He is not hers. Sally
4 Gaines.
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MS. GAINES: | can say without exaggerating that the
existence of Mono Lake has changed my mind. | moved to Lee
Vining 15 years ago to help start the Mono Lake Committes.
Mono Lake pulled me here and keeps me hers.

| am kucky enough to have daity contact with this unique
body of water and its tributary. | swim in it In the summer.
In the fall and winter | can walk the beaches to bird watch
along the creek. in winter | ski along the shorss or upsiope
along an ices-age terrace or volcanic crater. )

People come from all over the USA and the globe to marvel
at the features of Mono Lake.

The Mono Lake Committee and the Mono Lake Foundation
offer educational classes all summer. Instruction is in
various fields. Subjects like flowers, birds, voicanoes and
glaciers,

The one-hour canoe tour is filled avery weekend. So, a
iot of people besides myseif make Mono Lake a focal point of
their ives, their vacations, or their vocations.

But the most important population to save Mono Lake for
is the animais and plants that five in the lake. They can
five nowhere eise.
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You talk about the greatest good for the greatest number,
and water for the brine shrimp, for the jitions of brine
shrimp and files wins easily.

This ecosystem needs the creeks flowing into it. The
creeks are flowing now and let’s keep it that way.

The animails need Mono Lake, we need Mono Lake. Let's
save it for all of us. Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much. Is Bob Stephan
here? Jan Work? Gary Nelson? Jean Oakeshott? Mark Lake?
Gerald Purdy. Welcome.

MR. PURDY: 1 used to live over here for four or five
years. | am a professional engineer, and | used to work in
the environmental engineering field with the engineering
soclety over in Nevada. | was State President of it a number
of years ago, and | was on the Great Basin Unified Air
Poliution Control Hearing Board for about five years as Alpine
County'’s representative.

| have been on the Eastern Sierra sbout 20 years. | have
fived in Mammoth for over five, and eight years ago we made
the most farreaching air polstion control decision in
California’s history. )

Los Angeles ls responsible for causing the air poliution
problems down in Mono Lske and Owens Valley Dry lake.

And boy, we were alimost ready under the law to go ahead
and require graveling mitigation measures that were permitted

00024

under the law at that time. Instead, the City went to
Sacramento and bumed through Senate Bil 270 and got at the
Air Pollution Hearing Board and left us hanging, and it’s been
eight years since then. And all we have now is more studies,
more talkk, more PM-10.

The dust off Owens Lake Is a national disaster. Mono
Lake isn’t much better. | support sverything the Mono Lake
Comvmittes is trying to do in terms of elevation and getting
established to protect things.

There is a terribie heaith hazard from that dust. As it
goes down Owens Lake, It goes 30,000 feet in the air and goes
clear down as far as San Bernardino, and alt we have is
studies. We have been invoived in a lot of water batties now.
The groundwater pumping down there is something terrible. We
have overpumped and the water is coming back across the Valley
from the Waest Side. On the East Side and the West Side, the
wells are dropping down. We have had consultant reports going
back 20 years that say If we pull water down, the grass dies
at 3 and vegetation at 5, and sverything goes at about 20
fest. And nobody is doing anything about it.

Where | am coming from with this is we realty don’t need
faimess and equsiity. What we need from you fellows is
protection.

The great crime of the Owens and up the Eastern Sierr=
isn’t what Los Angeles did to the people here, it is what the

000

State of California let themn do by failing to act and protect
the people.

The rural communities don‘t have the depth of people that
you typify. We don’t have the dual professionals who are
professional engineers and sleo have degrees in water
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8 engineering. The City has got a bunch of them down there.

7 They don’t need anybody to take care of their interests.

8 They are pretty well protectsd politically, technically,

9 and financially. | think their budget is what, sbout 3.4

10 billion dollars a year. They are one of the largest utilities

11 in the United States, plus they are one of the largest

12 unregulated utilities in the United States.

13 They can do anything to anybody anytime they want to, and

14 where they want to, as long as they want to, for whatever

15 reason they want to. They answer to nobody.

18 You men, and the Fish and Game, the State Resources, the

17 State Air Resources, failed to take the leadership in a

18 decisive sort of way, and you ended up with the disgrace we

19 have got in the Owens Valley. it is not just the Owens

20 Valley. Salinas is a mess down thers with a failure to deal

21 with sait water intrusion coming in from Montersy. Nobody has

22 made a decision on it yet. Twenty years they have been

23 studying that.

24 MR. DEL PIERO: Watch the newspapers.

25 MR. PURDY: Yeah. That's been dragging on over the same
00028
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1 length of time.  Take care of the ecosystem over thers. it's
2 just about down to 5 or 10 percent. .
3 _ Pretty soon you end up with what's left to save and who
4 is around to care.
5 This thing, | don’t think, is about water. | think it is
68 a test of wills. They don't need the water now out of this
7 area, they didn't need it then. They only used 5 or 10
8 percent of their allocation on the Metropolitan Water District
9 back in the 70s, and with the new legislation, water
10 marketing, water management, and modem concepts that exist,
11 there is no need to suck Mono Lake dry.

12 But the only reason we took water out of this whole Owens
13 Valley in the first place, it is gravity all the way to Los

14 Angeles, and makes lots of money. They get 40. 60, 100
15 dollars flowing out of the taps into the swimming pools down
16 there. The only reason they didn’t take it out of the Central

17 Valley Project is you have to pump it at a couple of hundred

18 feet over the Tehachapis into Los Angeles. It costs a few

19 hundred dollars on the Central Valley. This side it is
20. gravity.
21 .., But the people over here don’t share in this kind of
22 ‘money, and by law | think they are entitied to a percentage of
23 the revenues that come out of the power.
24 We don‘t have the sophisticated peopls who can represent
25 our interasts in that ares, but it certainly Is there, and
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1 what | hope you fellows would do is don't drag these peopile

2 through another great iong be-all, end-all study and leave

3 them hanging. | urge you to be decisive.

4 We urge you to be more protective. | think it is your
5 duty and obligation to be protective of rural communities that
6
7
8
9

don’t have the technical expertise, the political and
financial expertise to defend their own interests, and that
hasn’t been done.
And the real tragedy is if you fellows don't, | speak of
10 you as the State of California. Alr Resources, your
11 Department, Fish and Game, ard everything, the Feds are going
12 to do it for you like they did in the Miller-Bradley bill and
13 that isn't necessarily going to bensfit any of us.
14 { don‘t mean to be rabbie rousing. | am sincere in my
15 comments.
16 MR. DEL PIERO: You maks a whole lot of sense to me.
17 MR. PURDY: I'm a contractor. Just came over today to
18 get in out of the wind. )
19 MB. DEL PIERO: Got you out of the wind. Thank you, sir.
20 Alpers. Good aftemoon, Mr. Alpers.
21 MR. ALPERS: Good aftemoon. Marc, how are you today.
22 Enjoying your visit to Mono County?
23 MR. DEL PIERO: Always.
24 MR. ALPERS: I‘m here kind of pinch hitting for Leo
25 Poppoff, who is Chairman of the Lahontan Regionat
00028
1 Water Quality Control Board. Being Vice-Chsirman and living
2 hers locally. Leo called and asked if | would pinch hit for
3 him, so that’'s why I’'m here today.
4 My comments today are pretty much condensed down to four
5
2]

pages, and | was really impressed with our staff’s being able
to pull that document down in two sessions.
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Owr Regional Board discussed this in quite s bit of
detail, and we had lengthy discussions at two of our August
and September Board meetings, and we were able to condense
this down to four pages and kind of cut through and hit the
points that | think are the most pertinent.

Before | begin, | would like to introduce one of our
original Board staff members, Cindy Wise, somewhere back here,
and Cindy was assigned the unenviable task of reviewing that
document and going through it and providing staff perspective
to put up in front of us Regional Board members so we could
have some input. She did a terrific job in a short period of
time, and she is going to be here to answer any technical
questions when | get through with my presentation.

| was asked to summarize our comments, and in going
through our policy statement, we ars condensed from a 12-inch
thick document down to four pages. And as | went through this
in the last day or 80, every sentence has » meaning here that
is important, so | decided to go through and read this.
There’s some excellent comments here. | know you all have a
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copy of .

MR. DEL PIERO: Go right ahead.

MR. ALDERS: But | think because of Lahontan’s high
profile here in Inyo and Mono Counties, not only as a
commenting agency, but as a regulatory agency, | think it is
important for the public media to know what our position is on
this.
So, without any further ado, | would like to begin.

The Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board
apprecistes this opportunity to present its comments regarding
the Draft EIR for the review of Mono Basin water rights of the
City of Los Angeles.

Many of our comments were sent to the State Board staff
by August 80, 1983. We do not intend to reiterate those
details and comments as part of this policy statement.

instead, we want to use this opportunity to emphasize the
essonce of our sarlier comments and provide necessary
additional and revised comments.

The Regional Board places grest importance on the
protection of the water quality and beneficial uses of the
Mono Lake Basin. This concept was stressed to the State Board
by Regional Board Resolution No. 6090-32 in April of 1990.

The Regional Board also considers the Owens River a high
resource vaiue water, Thus, the Regional Board considers it
essential that any agresment on the Mono Basin water rights of

00030
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the City of Los Angeles provide for protection of water
quaiity and beneficial use of water of both the Mono Lake
Basin and the Owens River water.

Unique and important resource values of Mono Lake
certainly qualify as an outstanding national resource water.
We support this designation for Mono Lake and will consider
designating it as such in a future amendment to our Basin
Plan,

The many years of diversion of the main tributaries to
Mono Lake have greatly impacted their beneficial uses.

The retum of water to the tributaries and ongoing as
well se planned restoration work ls sncouraging, and we look
forward to the reestablishment of the beneficial uses of the
tributaries.

in our earller comments on the Draft EIR, we indicated
that the Regional Board staff was currently reviewing the
California Department of Fish and Game's report Number 83-1
entitied "Upper Owens River Stream Evaluation Report,” and may
submit additional comments on the Upper Owens River.

Regional Board staff has compileted its review of Report
Number 93-1 and particularly looked at potential impacts to
the Upper Owene River from Altermnative 8383.5 feet to 8390
fest. This range was identified by the Regional Board as its
preferred choice in the earlier EIR comments.

8ased upon this review by Regional Board staff, we have
00031

the following additional comments:

Comment Number One: The Draft EIR, on pages 2 through 14
states that peak flows exceeding 400 cubic feet per second in
the Upper Owens River below East Portal can damage the
channel, and uses a flow of 300 cubic fest per second in the
Upper Owens River in the development of alternatives as both
a target and & maximum stream fiow.
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Report 93-1 on page 214 states that flows of 250 cubic
faat per second would iikely result in eroded stream banks,
cut-off meanders and the associated loss of trout habitat,
that flows greater than 130 cubic feet per second would cause
srosion aslong the Anvil Ranch reach of the river unless the
north and south diversion ditches operated as bypass channeis
similar to the historic fashion.

Considering this information from Report 83-1, the
Regional Board requests that the State Board rerun its EIR
modeis using the lower target flow and reevaluate potential
impacts from the various aitematives, particularly potential
impacts to the Owens River.

Comment Number Two: Report Number 93-1 on pages 213 to
217 identifies "optimal® 200 cubic feet per second flow yesr
round, which will maintain total habitat area at 90 percent of
the maximum available for aduit trout species, and a greater
than BC percent of maximum available for other trout life
stages, whils not causing other detrimental impacts to the

00032

watershed.

However, water in the amount necessary to maintain the
optimal flow of 200 cubic feet per second is not available
under any lake level siternative.

Comment Number Three: Report Number 93-1 included a
detailed svaluation of two other flow conditions:

Number one, median baseline flow conditions of 70 cubic
feet per second, which equates to no Mono Basin augmentation
other than "tunnel make” from Mono Craters tunnel.

This corresponds to an approximate lake level of 8425 to
8430; and paragraph Number 2: An annual augmentation of 10,000
acre-feet or 14 cubic feset per second, which, when added to
the baseline flow results in a flow of 84 cubic feet per
second, which corresponds to approximatety a iake level of
8410.

The evaluation showed that, first, baseline flow should
allow for seif-perpetuating populations of trout in the Upper
Owens River. The baseline flow would maintsin over 60 percent
of the total habitat available, provide optimal temperatures
nearly all summer, provide sufficient spawning gravel, not
create migration barriers, and still be sufficient for the
continued development of riparian vegetation.

However, potential arsenic concentration downstream of

the Hot Cresk confluence would need furtherinvestigation. |

i
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And second, sugmentation of 10,000 acre-fest would
increase the aduit trout habitat, total habitat ares, by
approximstely 10 percent over baseline flow conditions, as
well as increase area for other life stages, provide more
spawning habitat, and provide for a longer period of trout
growth, .

The Regional Board staff asked the California Department
of Fish and Game for more specific information to quantify the
degres of enhancement in the Upper Owens River under the lake
level alternative of 6383.5 feet, 44,000 acre-fest of water
exported from the Mono Basin; and 6390, which is 30,000 to
37,000 acre-fest of water exported from the Mono Basin.

DFG staff required that, although the Report 93-1 did not
specifically evaluate the effect of these two lake level
alternatives, the effects under sach altemastive could be
estimated using Figures 42 and 43 on page 108 of the Report.

Comment Number Four: Regionai Board staff used Figures
42 and 43 of the Report plus information in the Draft EiR to
estimate the following. We have a short chart here which
indicates different lake leveis, the first iake level
84265 to 6480, there would be no augmentation from the Mono
Basin. The Upper Owens River flow would be 70 cubic feet per
second, and the total habitat area, in other words, the
average percent increase over the baseline, there would be no

incraase.
00034
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Dropping down to 6410, the augmentation would be 10,000
acre-feet & year, which would increase the flow of the Upper
Owens to 84 cubic fest per second, would result in a 8 percent
increase over basefine in total habitat area.

When the lzke levei drops to 6390, the augmentation would
be 30,000 acre-fest a year, which would bump the flow up to
111 cubic fest per second, and the total habitat area would
increase over the basseiine by 28 percent.

And finally, at 8383.5, the augmentation would be 44,000
acre-feet per year, wouid put the flow in the Upper Owens
River to 131 cubic fest per second, and the total habitat
ares, the average percentage increase over baseline would be
37 percent.

Thus, at either lake level. Alternative 6390 or 6386.5,
the Upper Owens River ecosysteam wouid be significantly
snhanced over baseline conditions provided that the exported
water is conveyed through the Upper Owens River channel in a
prudent fashion. :

Report 93-1 on page 217 recommends that Upper Owens River
flows do not exceed a 200 cubic foot per second flow regime
which includes a constant rate of augmentation nearly year
round, restoration and flow controis for reaches of the river
such as operation of the bypass ditches.

The Report also inciudes an aquatic habitat development
and management plan on pages 218 through 238.

00036 .
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in addition to suggesting that the recommendations in
Report 83-1 be carefully considered when developing the Grant
Lake/Mono Lake operation scheme. the Regional Board also
believes that the timing of flows should be aligned with the
natural flow pattem of the river on which several physical
and biologicsl processes depend, the physical processes being
fushing flows to maintain spawning gravels, and the
wiogical processes being invertsbrate lfe cycies.

Comment Number Five: The Regional Board recognizes that

% evaluations in Report 93-1 are based upon the current
~annel morphology of the Upper Owens River, which is wider,
-3 straighter, and shallower than the historic morphology
which was deeper and narrowsr with more meanders.

With lower and more controlled flows applied over time,
plus restoration in aquatic habitat management, Upper Owens
River shouid begin to resemble its historic morphoiogy.

As the river morphology changes, the instream flow and
habitat restoration needs should be reevaluated.

Comment Number Six: With any amount of export of water
from the Mono Basin, the operation of Grant Lake and the Mono
Craters tunnel is a key element in determining impacts to the
Upper Owens River.

The Regional Board considers it essential that the
prudent operation and any necessary operational flexibility

- s for the
00036
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City of Los Angeles.

Our final comment, Number Seven: Report Number 93-1
states that grazing on the Upper Owens River has contributed
to channel erosion. The Regional Board continues to proposs
grazing management controls for this area.

In earfier comments on the Draft EIR, the Regional Board
supported an siternative ranging from 6383.5 to 6390, and
stated that the Reglonal Board staff was further considering
potentisl impacts on the Upper Owens River under either

siternative.

As described earfler, potential adverse impacts to the
Upper Owens River would not be significant at either 8383.5 or
6390, Either siternative appears to provide adequate water
quaility to support the river's beneficial uses.

However, the 8383.5 lake level would provide more water
to the Owens River and thersby increase the habitat of the
Owens River. Therefore, the 8383.5 foot level appears to be
the superior alternative as it reiates to the baneficial uses
in the Owens River.

The Regional Board supports thesse potential opportunities

. for sphancement only if they can be accomplished while also

maintaining the water quality and supporting the beneficial
uses of Mono Lake and its tributaries.
The Regional Board staff’s evaluation of the Draft EIR
showed that the 6390 foot sitemative results in fewer
00037

QAONOADWN -

unmitigatable impacts to the Mono Basin ecosystem and fewer
unmitigatable punitive impacts overall.

However, rather than identify specific alternatives at
this time, as environmentally superior, the Regional Board
continues to support the range of lake level slternatives of
6383.5 to 6380 feet. This will allow the Regional Board to
consider additional information snd data interpretations
during the water right review process.

in particular, the Regional Board would Fke to review
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1

more information on the proposed operations of Grant Lake and
Mono Craters Tunnel in other reservoirs.

Based upon all additional information, the Regional Board
may, if warranted, identify s different specific aitemative.

Once the final alternative is selected, and impiemented,
the Regional Board believes it is absolutely essential that
monitoring is conducted to evaluate the impact of the selected
alternative on water quality and beneficial uses of both the
Mono Lake and Owens River watersheds, and that based upon the
monitoring resuits that the water rights license be further
amended if necessary.

Thank you very much, and | will answer any of your
questions and Ms. Wise will answer any technical questions
that you may have. )

MR. DEL PIERO: | think just for the record, we need to
point out that a number of the things you requested in your
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Report have, in fact, either been initiated, or have siready
been completed. | would ke Jim Canady to respond at least
to some of the general issues that have been raised.

MR. CANADY: First of all, | would like to discuss with
your staff how you got all that on four pages.

MR. ALPERS: Good staff.

MR. CANADY: You and | met last week and discussed the
water needs and the concerns the Ragional Board has. As you
are aware, we are changing the model to increase the

11
12
13
14
16
16
17
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20
21
22
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24

and | have talked about overpopulation and how the spread of
humanity has destroyed the natural habitat of several species
which sre now extinct. She was quick to admonish a friend of
ours, who was pregnant with her fourth child, she scolded, the
elephants will stink. But she really understood sbout
extinction, and she feit morally responsible to protect our
world. | am here speaking today following her exampile.

| urge you to look at alternatives which will not
compromise Mono Lake. My daughter is home today with a fever,
but when she heard her father and | discussing this hearing to
publicly state our views, she said if | would hold her she
would like to come and tak into the microphone, and since she
isn't here, | will tell you what she practiced and practiced
to tell you: Please take good cars of Mono Lake. The brine
files are weird, the shrimp are cute. If | didn't have such

00041
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a pretty lake to see, | think | would be very, very, very
sorry. Thank you.

MR, DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

Jody Ass. Good afternoon.

MS, AAS: Hi. | am a sixth grade teacher at Lee Vining
Elementary School and for me, Mono Lake is a living map. |
foel totally fortunate for that. The students and | can walk
there from my classroom. My students are from the communities
of June Lake, Lee Vining, Mono City, and various locations in
the Mono Basin. They have a good understanding of

10 flexibility so that we can look at all the operations of Grant environmental and social impacts of the lake.

11 Lake, the tunnel, and the Upper Owens at different lake level 1 would like to share some messages they asked me to
12 scenarios, and different operational regimes, and we recognize deliver to you on their behaif:

13 as staff the importance of the Upper Owens existing brown Please keep Mono Lake at a level of at least 6390 feet.
14 trout fishery and we will be working closely with Cindy as we | would like to stress this because, first thing, | live

15 have in the past, and so most of the things you have talked right next to the lake, and | have lived there all my lfe,

18 about, we are two steps ahead of you and we are looking at and | could never move. If the lake is lowered, the alikall

17 them. dust will ruin my home, not to mention the sea gulls, brine
18 MR. ALPERS: Thank you very much. | just might add as a shrimp, tiger lilles and brine flies’ home also. So, please

19 Regional Board we took mors of a regional approach to the don’t kill this beautiful lake. Hillary Hanson.
20 issus. Because of the man-made connection, we realize thers's Please keep Mono Lake at a level of 6380 fest — they are
21 beneficial uses on both sides, so that’s the approach that the all along the same line, | think. If the lake level drops,
22 Regional Board took during our two hearings at our Board alkali dust will spread and peopie will get poisoned, so think
23 - hearings. about people’s lives, not just money. Los Angeies can get
24 ... MR. DEL PIERO: Ws appreciate that very much, and | don’t water from somewhers eslse that won't cause as much confusion
25 - know if you were in the room when Mr. Areularius made his 00042

00038 1 and concem for safety. Sincerely, Eric Dom.

1 presentation. 2 | would like to read just one more:

2 MR. ALPERS: No. | have heard it many times siong the 3 Please keop Mono Lake at loast 6,300 feet. If the lake

3 river. 4 level drops, the land bridge will be uncovered and coyotes

4 MR. DEL PIERO: | don’t doubt that, but | was referring 5 will be sbis to get to the mounds and kill the gulis’ eggs and
5 to my comments after his. 6 the gulls. Also, my ded does a lot of stuff st the visitor's

6 MR. ALPERS: 1‘m sure he articulated his points well. 7 certer, and if the lake dries up, no more people will come to
7 MR. DEL PIERO: He did. Thank you very much. 8 the visitor's center, and he will lose his job.

8 Jan Work. Good afternoon. 9 One other reseon is that | live right by the iake and if

‘9 MS. WORK: Good afterncon. In contrast to what you just 10 the lake dries up, there will be serious dust levels. | do

10 heard, my testimony is not very technical. However, kK isa 11  not ke being poisoned. Please keep the lake level high.

11 dimension | feel is worthy of consideration. 12 Thanks for letting me share these.

12 For the past five years my views on important issues have 13 MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much. If you would like
13 been directly influenced by my role as a parent. 14 to submit those, you can go back and tell your students they
14 Environmental questions, such as the one at hand, 16  have been entered into the official record,

15 suddenly seem more crucial than ever before. The protection 16 Harry C. Dunning, Professor of Water Law at U.C. Davis.
168 of Mono Lake is more than just an issus among many to me. 17 You are a long way from home.

17 Providing support today is a chance for me to heip ensure that 18 MR. DUNNING: It is cortainly worth the trip. it's

18 some of the natural world remains intact for my two daughters 19 gorgeous svery time | have the chance to come up.

19 as they grow up. 20 | want 1o make a few brief comments on the relationship
20 We live in Tom’s Place, due south of Mono Lake. Alrsady, 21 between the Public Trust Doctrine which has driven a lot of
21 on windy days with lake levels as they are, we can see a haze 22 the laks lsvel ltigation and water rights, is something I've
22 over the Glass Mountains, alkall dust drifting our way. 23 been concemed sbout for a long time. | got started, | guess,
23 | am not willing to compromise my children’s future, not 24 in the iate 1970s. The State Water Resources Control Board,
24 their heaith, not their chancs to sxperience the strange 25 actually at that time, was the chief sponsor for a Blue Ribbon
25 beauty of Mono Lake. 00043

00040 1 Commission’s major review of California water rights law. 1|

1 And as an educator, | fesl it is essential to teach our 2 had the privilege of serving ae a staff director for that

2 children about the perils of gradually chipping away st our 3 . commission. :

3 own habitat until it is ugly or dangerous. We must teach our 4 We did quite a lot of study on California water law

4 children to understand that while human needs are met, we must 5 trying to ses what was right and what was wrong. | think that
5 choose constructive alternatives such as water reclamation and 6 was one of the eariiest times that it was suggested that the
8 conservation instead of diverting snough water to potentially 7 Public Trust Doctrine would logically have some application to
7 jeopardize a fragile ecosystem. 8 the exercies of water rights. That poirt had not besn

8 | taach my children to appreciate and respect nature. 9 developed previously in the courts.

9 Thay listen. They seem to innately feel these values and they 10 That effort was followed by a big conference at Davis in
30 are eager to stand up for what they believe. My four year old 11 1980, We had 650 people from all over the State that came and
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12 explored many aspects of public trust, inciuding its

13 appiication to water rights. We had a lot of papers done by
14 different scholars, and some of those papers in the end were
15 cited by the Califomia Supreme Court in 1983 in the Audubon
168 Decision.

17 Of course, the Audubon Decision is what binds you and
18 must guide you in a jot of what you are doing in your process.
19 The point | want to make, and | really haven‘t been

20 through the EIR myself exhaustively, but | was kind of put on
21 alert, | guess, by some comments that were submitted to you by
22 the Sierra Ciub. The point { want to make is that Audubon
23 clearly imposes a two-fold obligation. First of all, Audubon

24 is clear with regard to procedure, that you have a duty to

25 take the public trust into account in making your water

1 allocation decisions. It is very clear you are doing that,

2 and the EIR obviously is very detailed, and you have bent over
3 backwards, apparently, to look at different aspects of this,

4 and that is alf to be commended, but there is a second part to
5 Audubon which makes It quite distinctive, quite different from

8 the California Environmental Quality Act.

7 There is a second duty which Justice Broussard referred to
8 and laid down for these water rights cases, and that is the

9 duty, in his words, to protect public trust uses whenever

10 feasible. That means this is more than process, mors than

11 procedure, mors than having to consider this, that, and the

12 other thing. This means that certain outcomes are not

13 permitted. You are not permitted to have an outcome of where
14 a feasible alternative is not imposed on the diverter. This

15 is a constraint. | think the Board since 1983 has shown

168 itself to be quite willing to accept the expanded powers which
17 are laid down by the Court in the Audubon decision. | hope

18 the Board is equally willing to accept the duty, the

19 obligation, the responsibility to make sure the public trust
20 uses are protected whenever feasible. What this means to me
21 is that only after the Los Angeles Department of Water and

22 Power has sxhausted all foasibie alternatives is it possible

23 to have a Lake level which is going to cause damage to the
24 resource at issue.

25 | would urge the Board to take that substantative
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1 obligation very seriously and not to require another trip to

2 the court. Sincs 1883, frankly, | have been discouraged by a
3 ot that has happened with regard to the Board. The record is
4 not good. The record the Board has in the courts ls not good
5 atall
8
7
8
]

The Board has taken it on the chin again and agsin and
again. As you know, in the 1986 famous Racinelil Decision,
with regard to the Deita, the Board was severely criticized
for what it had done in water quality work,

10 in the Lower Amsrican case, the Board came up with a

11 physicsl solution modeti, but that was very substantially

12 changed by the trial court judge, Judge Hodge, with regard to

13 the stream flows.

14 In the Basin right here, the Mono Basin stream flows, and

15 the litigation under the Fish and Game Code provisions,

16 the Third District of the Court of Appeal disagreed with what

17 the Board was doing and imposed further obligations, so these

18 have consaquences that are detrimental.

19 { don't need to underscors the unfortunate thing that’s

20 happsening in the Delta with regard to State responsibility.

21 The State, not having performed its State responsibility

22 eartier and not having been able to producs Decision 1630, we

23 now have EPA and the Fish and Wildlife Service and the

24 National Marine Fisheries Service coming in and taking over

25 the Deita. | hope this won’t happen in Mono Basin.

000408

| hops It can be handied at the State level. It seems to
me, frankly, this is a wonderful opportunity for you on the
Water Board to regain some leadership with regard to water
policy in California to pursue fully the mandate that was iaid
down by .lustice Broussard and the unanimous Supreme Court in
1983 and not have to be taken back to the Court and toid one
more time as in the Cal-Trout case, this is what we mean, this
is what you realty have to do. Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much. Nice to see you.
10 You make a lot of sense, too.
11 Jim Stroup. Good afternoon.
12 MR. STROUP: {’‘m Jim Stroup. | am a 15 year resident of

CONONERWN -

Mono County and a past resident of Lee Vining for six years.
{ moved up here because | wanted to five at Mono Lake.
| am a homeowner and a business owner here in Mono County. |
have s photography and publishing business producing postcards
and other photo souvenirs of this area. Mono Basin accounts
for probably 26 percent of my business.
| have seen the lake level vary about 12 feet from a low
of about 6372 in 1981 to a high of 8384 in 1986. )
Just last week, | completad a cance trip around the shore )
of Mono Lake 30 | could ses firsthand what raising the lake
level would do.
So, as someone that reiates to Mono Lake on a visual
level, | would like to come out in favor of raising Mono Lake
00047

to 6890 or higher.

As a former resident of Lee Vining, | wouid like to see S
the alkall beds covered as much as possible to reduce or i
sliminate the dust storms. | used to wear contact ienses and
basically quit wearing them because it really burns your eyes.

! was down at the tufa grove a couple of nights ago after
sunset to take pictures and | was really disappointed because
| couldn‘t find anything | wanted to take a picturs of because
there’s not that much water base or shore base tufa. On my
canoe trips that | did, there was a lot of —

MR. DEL PIERO: Now, you know what it is like, (o

MR. STROUP: There's a lot of tufa all the way around the
shore, actuasily on land. Well, a ways from the shore that |
made a mental note to myself that when the lake comes up, if
it does, that | am doing to have to come back here and take
pictures because | think it wit be beautiul.

| think that Mono Lake should be named an outstanding
national resource, whatever those words are. | think it is
important to a lot of people.

| was in either Utah or Arizona three or four years ago,
and | was taking with a German tourist. He had been touring
asround the United States about six months, New York, Florida,
and alt across the west, and he didn’t know | fived in Lee
Vining at the time, and |1 asked him, what was your favorite
place in America and he ssid, Mono Lake. And sort of a littie

00048
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pride came over me, and | toid him | lived right by it.

Mono Lske is not just important to us here, but it is
important to people all over the worid.

The take does look better higher. Any mention of any
negative aspect of raising the lake, environmentally, | think,
is unfounded. | have seen the lake lower than 8390 and Mono
Lake does look better higher. | realty can't wait for it to
come back up again. Thanks.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

MR. KNEPP: Good afternoon.

My first encounter with Mono Lake came actually in 1990,
| am 8 very recent resident. | got rained out on a camping
trip in Yosemite, and chased over the East Side, and coming
down Lee Vining Canyon and watching that incredible basin
unfoid before me Niterally changed my priorities, changed my
kid’s priority, changed my life style and really changed my
life when it comes right down to it. e

| have been hers on the Eastern Sierra now for about a
vear and a half, and | have come to the point to where |
consider the health of the Mono Basin to be very much an
indicator of the hesith of our society, both on the local and
nationsl and giobal leveis, and on an environmental and
economic and spiritual level as well.

1 would strongly urge you to adopt the level of at least
00049 o
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6890 for the lake. | further urge acceptance of it as an
outstanding national resource water area. | can do this in
clear conscience because | know it is totally feasible that
the lake can continue to exist in a heaithy state and that the
peopie of Los Angeles do not have to suffer. Thera’s ample
fiscal support through AB 444 and HR 429. The peopls of Los
Angeles themselves contributed several times the amount of
water it would take to restore Mono Lake simply by their own
conservation efforts, and | reslly think we need to continue 03
along those lines.
| am aiso a photographer, so the iake’s aesthetics are
very important to me as well. There s certainly no argument

13 that sesthetic considerations wilt be altered If the lake
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14 level were to be increased, but certainly by no means 15 West.

15 diminished. One only has to enjoy the photographs pre- 16 We had just come down from Gardnerville and were headed
18 diversion by photographers to understand that. 17 for Tioga Pass. We came down the grade from Conway Summit
17 The Los Angeles Department of Water and Power has at 18 where we stopped to take in the breathtaking panorama, the
18 times made statements that would lead us to belisve they ae, 19 centerpieces of which was Mono Lake.

19 in fact, responsible for the fact that Mono Lake is on the map .20 Well, | took a picture of the scene on a little tiny
20. politically speaking. We are grateful for that. 21 camera that we had carrisd along, but it didn‘t really do
21 Howaever, without intervention by people like the Mono 22 justice to the scens. | looked at the snapshot just a few
22 Lake Committee, the Audubon Society. Cal-Trout, any number of 23 days ago. | took note of the fact that the rather biurred
23 environmental organizations, the Sierra Club, who have been 24 picture had the title "some kind of a lake.”
24 active, it would have taken it right back off the map and at 25 Waell, this offhand designation of this beautiful body of
25 a more primitive level. 00063

00050 1 water, | think, may have been a little bit prophetic because

1 | hope we can work together to stop that from happening, 2 it really is some kind of a lake for me and for a lot of other

2 and | think that many strides have been taken in that regard. 3 people.

3 One point that comes my mind and, I’ve heard balancing 4 in the yaar of 1945, my first assignment was to come back
4 the public trust water rights. All these phrases pertain to 5 to serve in the Owens Valley, and that brought us back close

5 lsgal and other rights to a lake that people have. | think 8 to this lake, and | found out that it did have a name, that it

6 that we need to consider simply the sarth's right for Mono 7 was Mono Lake. And st that time, with a little better camera,
7 lake to exist in and of its own as a very important, perhaps 8 | did take some pictures of it and | think | sent a picture of

8 the fundamental right that there is. We managed to stop the 9 a snow scene to the Water Resources Control Board, and it was
9 bleeding, and it is time now to restore the patient to full 10 a resl gem and i showed some of the properties, some of the
10 health. Help save and restore Mono Lake. Thank you. 11  houses of friends of mine right up there near the sdge of the

11 MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much. C. W. Wakiee. 12  water, within 200 feet of it. And now the same homes are

12 MR. WAKLEE: | am C. W. Wakise. | used to live in Mono 13 probably half a mile away from the water.

13 Lake and | moved there in 1928, and | lived there until 1940, 14 What a shock it was to me after we left Owens Valley and
14 so that goes back quite a ways, 16 we came back a decade or so later to see the lake, and | have
16 The lake was a lot different than it is now, and | would 18 to recall that the feelings | had wers not really unlike those

168 like to see it get back. 17 that | had experienced just a short whils back now and that

17 We talked about having wildlife there. We have talked 18 was sesing my brother-indaw who had cancer ravaging his body
18 about the hunting and fishing. You didn’t fish in the laks 19 for about ten months. The last time | seen him, he was a

19 but you sure did a lot of hunting in there. it was a 20 robust and heaithy young man and then when we saw him thers on
20 beautiful place to duck hunt and goose hunt. - 21 his hospital bed, he was just nothing but skin and bones. And
21 So, when we came in thers and we saw the lake down, it 22 it was a grotesque scene for me to see a person in that state.
22 .was sort of discouraging. If you would get back down to about 23 Well, thanks to people who have cared over the years, the
23 the 68940 level in through there, it would be great, get it up 24 Mono Laks slide toward death has been siowsd down to some
24 alongside the road so you can drive in thers and see the 25 extent. And as | reflect upon this, there is this recturing
25 beautiful lake as it was years ago. 00054

00051 1
1 = | am just asking Los Angeles to use what they have now, 2
2 . use it wisely, but don't try to steal from everybody eise ke 3 allow the rape of one area, no matter how important its
3 . they have done in the past. That’s just sbout it. Thank you. 4 resources may have sesmed to people miles away.
4  MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much. Mariens Wakiee. S | know we can‘t go back and totally undo the damage that
5 MRS. WAKLEE: Being that my husband’s chilkdhood was spent 6 has been done, not only to the laks but to the scosystem and
8 7
7 8
8 9
9

thought, something ke this very likely couldn’t even happen
today. | don't belleve that our environmental laws would

initially in Lee Vining and Mono Lake from the lste 1920s to to the total environment in the Mono Lake Basin. What's done

1940, we would resily appreciate seeing the lake restored to is done.
the 8390-foot level or higher so that our children and We can wring ouwr hands and say if only there wouid have
grandchildren may relive some of the wonderful experiences 10 been more sound environmental laws back then. | realize just
10 their grandfather had the privilege to enjoy, such as swimming 11 saying &t won't maks it true, but | don’t think we should
11 and fishing in Rush Creek, hunting plentiful ducks and geese, 12 dismiss this thought out of hand.
12 exploring the land and having the mind-expanding experience of 13 it seems that this very thought could serve us well today
13 hard-boiling eggs in a wire basket in the hot springs on the 14 as we deal with this problem.
14 island and leaming about the voicano and sarthquake 15 i we conciude that our current laws wouid not have
15 activities. 16 allowed the rape of Mono Lake to take place, aren’t we, in
16 We wers talkking to my grandson before we cams up here 17 effect, saying that what happened years ago was & terrible
17 about the earthquakes, about the voicances, and he actually 18 mistake and if we think sbout that, doesn‘t this set a
18 thinks that Papa lived during that time. He can’t walt to 19 standard for us by which we can evaluate the past and deal
19 come down here. 20 with the present crisls.
20 And also, there are chilkiren that lsam and appreciste 21 It we agres that we wouldn't allow such a thing to take
21 and protect and watch nature at its best. 22 piace today, can’t we come out and iabel as wrong what was
22 | am thankful that we have grown past the attitude that . 23 allowed to happen in the past, and if we do, that will change
23 big cities’ nesds for growth shouid bs the number one and only 24 our spproach and our stance.
24 priority to be considered and that the citiss have no 25 it will surely have to be that not only will we enforce
25 responsibility to serve, but just to take and take to satisfy 000656

1 current law, but maks every affort to mitigate past

1 2 wrongdoing. | know very well that water rights laws ars quite
2 i trust that your names will go down in history and be 3 sacred and pretty complicated, especially in this area.

3 taught to our children in schools as having the foresight, 4 ] accept the premies that all sttempts to right the

4 like those of Muir and Roosevelit in establishing and 6 wrongs of the past have to be adjudicated in our judicial

5 preserving our natural resources, 6 system. But, nevertheless, it seems to me that as the Water
6 7

7 8

8 9

9

00062

their wants.

Please preserve Mono Laks and designate it as an Reeowrces Control Board deals with the nitty gritty of legal
outstanding national resource water. Thank you. and technical matters, somshow enlightened present-day
MR. DEL P{ERO: Thank you very much. snvironmental protection laws should be there to shine like a

Luther Schwartzkopf. Good afternoon. 10 beacon to guide them in the right direction and encourage them
10 MR. SCHWARTZKOPF: My name is Luther Swartzkopf and | am 11 to be boid and aggressive in ways which favor an enhanced
11 a retired Lutheran minister living in Bishop. 12 retum of vitality and heaith to Mono Lake which really stilt
12 It was 51 yoars ago this past 4th of July that | first 13 is some kind of a laks. Thank you very much.
13 saw Mono Lake. My seminary roommate and | wers oh a 14 MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.
14 hitchhiking program from Chicago out to see the wonders of the 16 Verna Haneon. Good afternoon.
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MS. HANSON: Good afternoon to you, and | wish to thank
you most heartily for having come hers this afternoon to
listan to all these wonderful people in various situations and
various areas here who love Mono Lake, that some kind of &
lake that Luther just got through taking about.

| wil speak as a person who has been coming up here to
Mono Lake. | am Verna Miller Hanson, and we live on the north .
shors of Mono Lake, 80 if anyone hasn’t experienced what Mr.
Jarvis has talkked about, we certainly have, and if snyone has
experienced the sunrises and the sunsets in Mono Lake and the

00066

moon rising and looked across and seen that marvelous row of
islands that is getting so sad and barren over there because
of the water, you will know what | am referring to.

We retired 15 years ago and we came up to Mono Lake to
live during the summer, the spring, and the fall, But where
we live now was all under water and you can’t belleve it.

Maybe Mr. Banta remembers and some of you here, but where our
son lives was just barely showing out of the water and where

we are, we would all be under the water, so we are not asking
you to make it come up the way it used to be.

We have these most marveious tufa towers that have shown
their faces since the water went down, and when our boys wers
small, they used to dive off those tufa towers and swim to
shore, and now they are so far away you can hardly see them.

lcameupﬂutwnhmytwhom.r It was in 1836 when
we wéi% ' juniors in high school from Orange, California, and
the next time | came up was in 1941 on my honeymoon with my
husband, and we have been coming up here since then, 52 years.
So, we have ssen a lot of changes in Mono Lake. We reafly
have.

And itke Luther Schwartzkopf says, It is an incredibie
lake. It is some kind of a lake. It really Is. There is
nothing Hke it.

Our Miller family are in the fourth generation of being
here at Mono Lake, coming up here, and our sons who live here

00067

at Mono Lake, in case you know. Jeff Hanson or Timothy Hanson,
and they wouldn’t go south for any reason, but they migit have
to one of these days If there is no more water.

We have sesn changes, and | am one of the ones who Mr.
Jarvis referred to as those poor unfortunate people with upper
respiratory problems.

And | am affected by that dust and each summer my lungs
cry out, what ars you coming back up here again for. How can
you do this to yourseif, and | say, ke | did this year,
please, Lord, just one more yoar that | can come up here.

A doctor has toid me time and time again the poution
here around Mono Lake and we live right ciose to the shore,
the poliution is worse than the smog in Los Angeles.

So, you say, why do | come up here each summer? Well, it
is just like | have hesrd each one of these marvelous,
wonderful peopie taik about, how Mono Lake has affected them,
how they lovs it, and that some kind of a iake is really
something that we think one more time, just one more time.

And they are pleading to this Water Resources Board, ke
| am, to save this beautiful sanctuary, this god-given spot,
for the peace which we all seek, and now we are talking about
the birds and the fiora and the {a2una, all of the little
critters, animals, the snow gess:. You can‘t belleve what we
used to have on Mono Lake, migratory birds, shore birds, it
was just something unbelievable.

00068

.| might not make it another year. | have a humidifier in
the room at night and a purifier beiching out some pure air o
| can stay one more summer.

My chiidren and grandchildren need to have the chance
that | have lost of pure and unpoliuted air.

So, whatever it takes of your Board, you shouid remember
what these people have said, and | have just been amazed and
just so heartened by what sach one has s&:.
80 sincers, and they have been looking at
have told you the truth. They face the fac:
them, the things that have happened and

| can remember when ws first retired *:
husband was one of the 12 who wmon&cau\mm“,andlcm’t
remember all the other psopile, that were going to file a suit
against the DWP. Ha. Ha. Fifteen years ago. Except for the
Mono Lake Committes and all these marveious people who have

come up here and they fought, been through the courts and so
forth, but pretty much, aren’t we just like we were 15 years
ago, and | have heard others say that.

1, too, stand on the deck of the north shore of Mono Lake
and watch that white torado, first on the Pooha Island, make
its way to our shore and coming up to our dwelling just like
it’s saying, I've got ya, just kke it does every time. And
| cough. Rtis just - well, anyhow, help get these shores
under water with whatever number you want to use. | have

00059
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heard 6390. Whatever will increase the lake to cover this
pofiution, and remember to continue to pray to God to send the
rain and the snow because it is He who causes the increase of
water and that the Water Resources Board may be good stewards
of this trust and this gift from God, and | thank you again so

very much. And everyone eise who came here. Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

Jean Oakeschott,

MS, OAKESCHOTT: | would like to start by thanking you
for giving me the opportunity to speak aiso. | am Jean
Oakeschott. | live here at Mammoth Lakes, and | teach at Lee
Vining Elementary School, fourth-grade teacher.

1 would ke to start with kind of an historical

. | brought a text. This is a fourth-grade text,
1869. Psople in this room may have used this textbook. it
has history of the DWP in here. They have got some great
pictures. There Is not a word about Mono Lake, 1969. There
was nobody knew about it then. | would just like to read a
couple sentences to kind of sum up what they were trying to
teach fourth graders back then: Why should water be taken
from Mammoth to be used by farmers somewhere sise? The City
of Los Angeles must be prepared to let those peopie have it.
That was why the officials of Los Angeles were offering to pay
a good price for the land and water rights in Owens Vallay,
The peopie of Owens Valley did not wish to sell. Fierce
00060
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quarreis developed. Several people damaged tho aquaducts.
Finally, the last statement s, the people of Owens Valley
lost the argument. Los Angeles bought the water and took it
awsy. That was 1969, iadies and gentiemen.

| have good news. Things have changed for the better.
This was adopted by the State of California in 1990. We got
it in 1891, Lots of color graphics here, pictures of the
aqueduct. Mono is in here and a picture of Mono Lake, also a
picture of--things have changed. The dust storms on Owens
Lake, not just Mono. Did | say Mono Lake? A picture of Mono
Lake and a dust storm on Owens Lake. You need to know that
thess textbooks were adopted by the State of California, so
this kind of gives a sense of what the State thinks is
important to teach, and it has changed.

Times have certainly changed here.

A quote from Mark Twain, and it is great. it tatks
about, then, where will the City find more water. Wil a new
water resources bring mors damage to the environment? This
question will continue far into the future. In addition to
environmental issues, your generation, we’'re taking to kids,
will decide many other questions that will affect the people
of the future. California hae a lot of problems.

The work is not easy, but it is very exciting. The chain
of dominoes continues as California makes new decisions that
will ripple through the future. More people have begun to

000861

think sbout conservation.

The last part about Mono Lake saye, sometimes the meeting
of needs of people can cause damage to the soil, water,
animais, plants, and other parts of nature that make up the
environment. But in 1941, few people thought about what the
aqueduct would do to the environment of Mono Lake. That
question was left for the people of today.

1 think that's what | am here for. | am teaching this to
my kids, and that book is not only being taught in Lee Vining
where Mono Lake is located, this Is being taught in the entire
State of California, and these issues are being taught.

| do have pen pais in Santa Cnz and | sent them a tape
on Mono Lake, 80 everybody is taking about this, and students
now are wrestling with what were the decisions made in the
past, why were they made, what are the decisions that need to
be made today, what are the best choices to be made, and | am
here to speak in favor of the maximum lake levels that we can
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to support this rasource so that we can have a balance between

the needs of Los Angeles and also the needs of the community

in Mono Lake. It is no longer a one-sided issue. | don't

want to ignore Los Angeles’ needs, but really feel, with the

funding to support alternative water sources for them, | think

that people are considering that their needs are important

also. We don’t want to look at this one-sided nesd. We need

to take a full view, and | really encourage you to support a
00062

high level.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

Bob Stephan, Lee Vining Chamber of Commerce. Good
afternoon. We had an address from the Los Angeles Chamber of
Commerce yesterday.

MR. STEPHAN: We have to support the lake level being
raised to 6380, for | think one main reason. Ever since we
have achieved the scenic area status, our economy has become
more dependent than ever on tourism. The tourists come here
for only one reason and that is the environment. We all know
how fragile it is. The lake is very important if we are to
maintain the pristine atmosphers that the tourists come to
admire.

Most of you are probably aware tourism has become one of
the stronger industries in the State today. | would hope the
Board might consider the huge investment the State has in
maintaining their investment in this resource. Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much, sir.

Vera Miller.

MS. SITZE: The name is Vera Miller Sitze. | happen to
be Verna Hanson's twin.

MR. DEL PIERO: | am a twin, too, and they get messed up
frequently.

MS. SITZE: We are 76 years old.

MR. DEL PIERO: | keep telling people | am the better

00083

looking of the two.

MS. SITZE: | represent four generations of esas of Pop’s
Place that is on the north shore of Mono Lake. | live there
with our family six months of the year. Our father was the
last operator of the salt works from 1927 to 1962.

Our family has been watching their 13 precious acres
slowly and sadly disappear with the lake. This summer has
been an unusual time for me, bordering on being sick. | have
even been apologizing to the future remaining critters that
walk on the crunchy dead grasses and look at the lake slowly
disappearing. | lovingly call Mono Lake a grande dame, but
this stately gracious iady is dying, and each time | drive
down Les Vining grade north | see her hsart outiined on the
saity shores. Have you seen it? it’s there.

| firmly believe in God, the Almighty Creator of heaven
and earth, and Mono Lake for me and others who hers today call
themseives Mono Lake lovers.

Our family continues to pray that as God has promised to
preserve his creation, we humans also have the chance to do
our part. Our personal feelings are positive, and we continue
to pray for wisdom and justice for each individual
rasponsibility. Thank you very kindly.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much. Ed Sitze.

MR. SITZE: Thank you very much. | am Ed Sikze. | did
come from a different perspective, however. | have been
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married to a family invoived with Mono Lake since 1927. We
were married in 1940, | come from the perspective of 8
private property owner. We are few in number. | doubt if
thers are 12 of us that own private residences in Mono Lake
that live there all or part of the year. Four of those family
residences are right next to the County park.

Mymainconcommdmnghgtoyoufolubﬂm
you congider those of us who have seen our property, our
shoreline go from about 200 down from our house down to aimost
haif a mile away. It is sorry to see what has happened, and
the dust that is forming on the western shore. it all comes
over from Tim Alper's house, | think on the westem shore
there.

But my wife aiso has a respiratory problem.

MR. DEL PIERO: She is nodding her head in the back.

MR. SITZE: My wife also has respiratory problems. She
is the under the care of a puimonary specialist in Carson
City. We take 3l the cautions we can, but we come back year

after year after year because we love Mono Lake.
| strongly support the recommandations of the Mono Lake
Committee as far as elevation is concemed, 8390 or above. If
| had my druthers, | would like to see it as it was in 1941,
it was at 6417 feet, but that would probably be mitigating
against the compromise procedure that we use in 3 democracy.
| have quarrels with the City of Los Angsles. | worked
00065

in the City of Los Angeles for many, many years, but | do

think there is much room for improvement in conservation.

| was sppalled at what | saw in my own town in Southem
California, Alhambra. When it came under rationing of water,
it was not uncommon to see water running down the gutter from
8 sprinkler systam and the like, peopls washing their cars,
disregarding the precious commodity of water.

So, we thank you fellows for being here, for hearing our
problem, and when you consider and make the final decision, |
sincerely hope you will bear iIn mind some of us who are most
affected. Private owners have more to lose than probably any
of you if Mono Lake continues to do down. Thank you very
much.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much. M. C. Smith.
MS. SMITH: | am going to speak briefly on my childhood
memories of Mono Lake. | spent my childhood on the back seat
of a ‘56 Chevy, and we endlessly drove north. Mono Lake on
385 had meadows from 395 to the lake shore, that would be the
western shore with cattie grazing. InmomborTlogl Pass was

a graveied one and & haif lane road.

| would like to ses Mono Lake as high as couid possibly
bom&t*ndw“dofﬂnbhdsthatmmmwocm
be maintained.

My memories of the lake ~ well, | see it all the time.

1 make &t a point to be there, but t wouid be nice if there
00066

were more German tourists who could see it as | remember it.

It wouid be nice if more migrating waterfowl and ocean
birds who coms from the north there to nest coulkd show it to
their children.

Keep it a8 God gave it.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you.

Meivin Shapiro. Weicome.

MR. SHAPIRO: We drove down from Gardnervilis last
Sunday to take part in this. It is wonderful. itis not a
dog and pony show, as I’'ve experienced in other hearings.

MR. DEL PIERO: | left the dogs at home.

MR. SHAPIRO: | am retired from the Los Angeles area. We
lived in Michigan a few years. We have had a place hers in
Mammoth since 1975. Roughly, my access to the area has been
over a 20-year period, and | recall in the early 80s they used
to have little things they called Huck Finn Days the first
week in October. For part of that we had a motorcycie race
from a siope overicoking the lake. Actuaslly, the track is
right down to the vieitor's center and you can see as you go
down 896 it looks like an A. in any caee, | think | rode that
race two or three years.

Looking at the iake, and suddenly becoming aware, wait a
minute, something is definitely wrong here. It is bad. Itis
real bad. Incidentally, 6390 or more has & nice ring to K.

Reitersting something Mr. Purdy said, Los Angeles DWP has

00067

had an allotment from MWD for a iong time that they have never
used. There is other water available, 30 Jet’s set that one
aside.

Also, at that time | think we built a house in Bishop in

-’81, and | was kind of commuting more or less from Los Angeles

while still working. | retired in ‘89.

Somewhare in the early 80s, somebody from the Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power came up with what | thought was
a lunatic idea. They said iet’s let the lake keep dropping as
we keep diverting the water and let’s see how bad it affects
the ecology. Their point of view being it wouidn’t affect the

| couldn’t believe what | was hearing, and that thing was
kind of laid to rest and nothing happened.

Then Judge Finney over in El Dorado County came up with
a couple of rulings, and k seemed like DWP ignored them. I'm
not sure of the detaile of it. | am sure you gentiemen are.

Judge Finney said nothing happened. | kept wondering why
didn't Judge Finney throw somebody in the sismmer for not
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doing as he said. Anyway, that did not happen.
Then, there was another issue came up recently, | think.
| know, this issus of modeis and research and reports and
investigations and committess over what may happen or might
not happen if so and so happens, and interpreting the model -
no, this is not accurate, | can’t diacuss technical issues o8
' i 000

because | am not qualified to do 20. | set that aside.

| wil lsave you with one thought ss a simplistic idea.
6390 pius — | think that the lake lsvel today is something
like 6375. That, ladies and gentiemen, is bad. Just plain
old bad.

A simplistic idea would be, because we can study the
past, we are aiready in the future, what would happen in
addition to the 6390 that for a ten-year period nobody diverts
8 gation from what would normally flow into the lske, and ten
yoars later we meet here - let’s see, | will be 78 and | may
not make it, but if we do, | will, then, at that ten-year
period, what is the lake level then. What has happened in the
last ten years, and then you could reslly svaluate and make a
definitive study and decision over what has aiready occurred.

We can’t do about the sins of the past. What is
done js done. We don't resily know if under natural
circumstances, not diverting any water, if we could sven bring
the lake up to 6380. | haven’t heard that addressed at all.

Is it possible, or is it not?

Anyway, let's make a good stab at the 86390 or pius. !
love it. Thank you very much,

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

Warren Edwards. Good aftemoon.

MR. EDWARDS: Good afternoon. We can put a man on the

' moon but we can’t get a public address system. | would Wike to
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yieid my time. Everything | wanted to say has been covered
much better than | could say it to you. Thank you for being
here. Gentlemen,.| am most encouraged.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

MR. REED: Good afternoon. | want to thank the gentieman
for meeting with the Upper Owens River property owners several
weeks ago. We enjoyed these visits, and | think we leamed a
lot and | hope he learmed something from us as well. -

{ have a short statement which is somewhat of an
iteration from that meeting that we had and sieo a letter that
was sent to Jim. | am here spesking as President of the
United Land Company on the Upper Owene River on the Owens
River Road.

| am here to speak in support of the balancing of Mono
Lake and the lowered water flows diverted through the Owens River
system to Los Angeles.

However, in so doing, a basic environmental question may
arise.

Should an existing and outstanding fishery resource such
as the Upper Owens River be sacrificed for a separate fishery
in another location that is only something that is in &
calculated model form at this point. We don’t have an snswer
to that as yet.

Secondly, we ars recommending an aversge minimum flow of
00070

130 second-feet and a maximum flow of 100 second-fest to be
diverted to the river as to whatever altemative may be
utilized.

The flows are considerably below what was being delivered
or diverted prior to 1989. Through these releass flows from
the East Portal, they must be ramped so that the sensitivity
of the fishery atong the Upper Owens River is recognized and
is not damaged any further,

1 might add that Mr. Alpers’ presentation on the EBASCO
Report or 93-1 reference is a very valuable resource that

needs to be included within the EIR process and | think he
coverad all the points very adequately and very nicely. There
needs to be a communication link between the private property
owners and the operating authorities to establish a day-to-day
monitoring of the effects of increasing or decreasing flow
through the East Portal. Wae strongly suggest that all
references to speculative and alleged grazing impacts in terms
of environmentat impacts and mitigation measures be deleted
from the EIR until a specific investigation of grazing
activities as a part of a separate analysis,

21
22
23
24

We feel that the grazing issues are not really a part of
the Mono Lake balance system. Also, we feel that the Mono
County General Plan should be included in the EIR to make sure
that each of the alternatives are discussed for consistency or
inconsistency with Mono County’s recently adopted General
00071
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Plan.

In closing, we stress that the mitigation measures
include the creation of a communications link between the
landowners, the City of Los Angeles, and the State Water
Resources Controi Board for the next critical steps in this
process and for future monitoring efforts.

The Upper Owens River is an existing vital resource that
has been impacted and was impacted in 1940 after construction
of the East Portal and diversions began, and again, in 1989

when no water was allowed through the tunnel.

Flease do not lose sight or the understanding of the

Upper Owens River. Thank you for this opportunity.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much, sir. Carla

MS. SCHEDLINGER: I’'m Carla Schedfinger, and | represent
the California National Plant Society.

The EIR under consideration todsy reviews the water
rights of the City of Los Angeles in the Mono Basin., When
thase rights were confirmed in 1974, it was without regard to
the impact of a utilization on the environment of the Mono
Basin.
Today, you are reevaluating these rights becauss of the
fact that Mono Lake is a scenic and ecological treasure of
national significance and its ecological integrity must be
considered now as a matter of public trust. Publfic trust is

00072

an important issue here.

Our nation works on the assumption that what is good for
private enterprise Is also good for America. This idea
conributed early in this century to the concept that natural
resources existed and should be used to provide the greatest
good for the grestest number for the longer period of time.

Since it is a mathematical impossibility to maximize for
two varisbles at the same time, let alone three, this ideal
has led to a set of problems that this Board right how is in
a position to begin to correct.

When Los Angeles acquired the water rights to this basin,
R was sssumed that the higher use of water was for the
domestic use of Los Angeles citizens. Thers has been a
sacrosanct attitude adopted by many people to this water
geathering mission. Los Angeles was using its own privately
held rights to provide for the needs of its many constituents.

What we are coming to realize now Is that what we think
of as private property rights deais with the privateness of
only one portion of any enterpriss, namely, its profits. Los
Angeles’ operstions in the Mono Basin certainly benefits their
citizens, but the negative impacts or the costs of thess
operations are not borne similarly by them. Rather, they are
shouidered by the environment of Mono Basin and by those
members of the public who have an interest in its biologicat
integrity. ‘

00073

The private enterprise scenario, then. is one of
privations benefits and commonized costs.

What we are arguing for here is reduction of those costs
to the public and to the environment that are associsted with
the benefits of cheap, high-quality water to the City of Los
Angeles.

The costs to the environment due to the exercising of the
City’'s water rights in Mono Basin are numerous and they are
discussed in detall in the EIR.

We have two remaining concemns. First, as the stream
flow into the iaks increases, the quality and quantity of
riparian vegetation would increase as well.  Active
restorstion measures aimed at recovering riparian corridors
are quite feasible, and they have been implemented eisswhere.

Therefore, we feel that healthy riparian systems can and
should be restored to the tributary streams of Mono Lake, and
that increased flows shouid be mandated in an alternative that
would raise the lake level to at least 6390 feet.

Second is the issue of cattie on City lands in the Mono
Basin. Grazing has identiflable impacts on certain rare plant
populations and on watershed heaith in general.
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22 Now, it may be that cattle are, in fact, compatible with 23 Lake to observe the diverse and abundant bird life that
23 watershed stability in this region. However, specific goals 24 congregates thers. With all deference to local citizens, not
24 and objectives that address scological as well as economic 25 Audubon members, you are invited on our trips. Mankind in the
25 values must be developed and implemented. 00077
00074 1 area itseif is threatened by the lowering of the level of Mono

1 A grazing management plan, then, is quite consistent with . 2 Lake. The alkali dust that biows on the exposed beds is a

2 the need to minimize the costs to the public associated with 3 health hazard to those who live or visit there,

3 the profits to private ranches that utilize City lands. 4 Many tourists from near and far travel to Mono Lake to

4 Finally, we notae that by raising the lake level to 6380. 5 experience its special wonders and while there, contribute to

5 the PM-10 generated by the exposed alkall lake bed would be 6 the local and State economy.

6 substantially reduced. Raising it to 86392 would all but 7 Tourists as well as birds may shun the area if water

7 eliminate the problem. 8 diversions.continue and the lake becomes a sterile,

8 Since decreasing the export to LA in volumes sufficient 9 excessively saline body surrounded by a dust bowl. There is

9 to effect such a rise in lake level wouild increase LA’s share 10 no need for that dismal prospect to come about.

10 of MWD water by only a fraction of 1 percent, 1 it is abundantly clsar that Los Angeles can do without

11 We see no compelling reason not to support this higher 12 water taken through diversion of the streams that flow into

12 level as a mandated goal. The EIR deals with scenic as well 13 Mono Lake. Thank you.

13 as ecological vaiues in the Mono Basin. Raising the lake level 14 MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you.

14 would inundate some of the lake fringe wetiands. The loss of 16 Rolif Jacobs.

16 these wetiands wouid probably be temporary because they can be 16 MR. JACOBS: | want you to excuse my appearance. | have
16 replaced or mitigated. 17 been out camping for & week.

17 In the meantime, however, tourists might be disappointed 18 MR. DEL PIERO: You are s long ways from home.

18 at now seeing the large number of waterfowl that frequent 19 MR. JACOBS: We have to be realistic. The Los Angeles
19 these frash water areas. 20 region needs water snd they are going to get it. it is the

20 Also, a rising iske level could toppie the tufa towers, 21 economic instrument that drives California and without »

21  which may disappoint tourists who have come to associate Mono 22 haesithy Los Angeles economy, we don’t have a heaithy sconomy
22 Lake with the stark remnants of these standing aquatic 23 in the State.

23 features. 24 But, by the same token, we need a heaithy Mono Basin

24 We must remember here that the Mono Lake Basin does not 25 ecosystem to support a hesithy economy out here, because this
25 exist for the convenience and sesthetic sensibility of humans 00078

economy depends on tourism. We all know that. If itis not a
healthy ecosystem, tourists are not going to come and heip the

00078

1
1 alone. 2
2 When the Yellowstone fires raged and eventuaily died out, 3 .

3 leaving the park partially blackened and apparently 4 | am from Silicon Valley. We have had to deal with tight
4 devastated, criticism arose over management decisions that had 8 water suppiies for a long, long time, much longer than LA,

5 been based on critsria of ecosystem health rather than on the . 8 Yet, our sconomy is thriving. How do we do it? We have
68 prettiness of the park. Yellowstone is recovering well and 7 conservation. We have technology. We have recharged our
7 . .visitors to the area have a chance to see ecological processes 8 underground aquifer via percolation ponds and injection

8 9 wells

9

- in action. . .
..~ We must not allow ourselves to mourn the demiss of scenic 10 We have a parallel plumbing system from the sewage

10 _features that exist because the integrity of an ecosystem was 11 trestment plant that does landscape watering throughout much

11 .compromised. 12 of San Jose, and eventually it’s going to extend to the whole

12 . The many scenic and recreational opportunitiss that will 13 valley and beyond that. Eventually we are going to recharge

13 be afforded by a wetter Mono Basin will more than offset the 14 the water system with tertiary treatment sewage. itis

14 loss of tufa. 18 coming. We know & is going to happen.

15 In conclusion, we support the adoption of s lake level of 16 My question to you is why in the world can‘t Los Angeles

168 6390 feet at the very minimum, based on the grester and more 17 do this. You have got enginsers, haif of them unempioyed.

17 long-term concern of the ecological integrity of the Mono 18 MR. DEL MERD: You need to have & clear we aren’t from

18 Basin as a whole. , 19 Loe Angelse.

19 Thank you for your consideration. 20 MR. JACOBS: | wae speaking figuratively. I’'m sorry.

20 MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much. 21 MR. DEL PIERQ: That’s okay. |'‘m from Monterey.

21 Larry Biakely. Good aftermoon, sir. 22 MR. JACOBS: You have & tougher than we do.

22 MR. BLAKELY: Good aftemoon. | am Larry Biskely. | am 23 My question for Los Angeles is why, with all the

23 President of the Eastern Sierra Audubon Society and ! have a 24 technology we have down there, why can't they do this. Why

24 short statement to read on behalf of the Society. 25 can‘t technology be avaiable to reuse reclaimed water to

25 The Eastern Sieira Audubon Society Chapter of the 00079

00076 1 conserve — my god, you could sell that to half the worid that

1 National Audubon Society with 260 local members strongly 2 has the same problem. You could assure yourself of a jong-

2 endorses the EIR altemative of a lake level 6390 or higher. 3 term source of water. You could assure the future of Mono

3 As is well known, the National Audubon Socisty has been 4 Lake.

4 intimately invoived with the legal battie to save Mono Lake. S ¥'m just asking that you keep the lake level at 6390.

5 Our chapter has had a close relationship with the Mono Lake 8 That's what sverybody agrees to. Biologists say let’s put it

6 Committee for ten years or move. 7 there. Let LA take any water above and beyond that level as

7 David Gaines was active during the early formation years 8 long as they keep it there. Let's get on with &, soive the

8 of our chapter. ) 9 problem once and for all. Thank you.

9 We have contributed to the cause monetarily within our 10 MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you.

10 modest means and in other ways such as buiiding the boardwalk " Sylvia Colton. Good aftemoon.

11 at the west and of the lake. 12 MS8. COLTON: | iive in Bishop.

12 In spite of the caliouses acquired in hammering naile into 13 Years ago the State parmitted the loss of life of the

13 the redwood in that project, we would all be happy to see the 14 Owens Lakes. We in the Owens Valley deal with this fact in
14 boardwalk inundated. We work for the conservation and natural 16 many ways, some of which include incredible dust poliution,
15 beauty of our area and for the preservation of animal habitst. 16 loss of wildiife and riparian habitat. We, the citizens, also
16 We have a special concern for the native fauna. 17 supply vast monies to study an sttempt to mitigate this huge
17 Mono Lake, one of the workd's inepirational wonders of 18 historic mistake.
18 mankind, is aiso indispensable for many wild bird populations. 19 Mono Lake has been subject to an immense number and
19 With wetlands diminishing elsswhere. Mono Lake takes on 20 variety of manipulstions, most importantly, water diversions.
21 Fuctuations of the lake lsvel have had drastic effects on the

20 added importance for the breeding birds, for example,
21 California guils and the migratory water fowl that rely on it. lake shoreiine, nesting success on once isolated islands..
22 Each year our group schedules two of the trips to Mono 23 The lake is an important stopaver for birds migrating

N
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24 from and to South America.
25 There is a unique human relationship with the lake. |
00080

have worked on three work parties which Larry mentioned.
There is aiso another hoardwalk at the County Park and from
state Jands, and we have made two extensions to it as the lake
has dropped, and our third one was at the Navy Beach site and
we would like to see them all under water.

| worked on these work parties that built the boardwaks
80 that visitors could get ciose to the lake. They wamt to
fool the water, they want to see the flies, and they want to
see the kind of seeps that come up, the ciear water seeps that
10 are so delightful,
11 Mono Lake is an astonishing, mystical, most unique place.
12 it deserves maximum permanent protection. | support no
13 diversions forever.
14 MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.
156 Phyliis Benton.
16 Before we begin with the next speaker, lst me ask — we
17 are approaching 5:30. We can go through, and | don't have any
18 reservations about going through the dinner hour, although
19 some of us might faint from abstemiousness. The one question
20 | do have, if we are going to take a break at all, some of you
21 may not be able to get on unti 7:00 o’clock. Is there anyone
22 who sbsolutely can’t stay until that time? Four.
23 Why don't you go shead?
24 MS. BENTON: | wouid be giad to not make a statement and
25 just say | support everything everybody has said so
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1 seloquently.
2 | have had the opportunity to fty over the lake many
3 times and | look at the rings around the lake asimost ke the
4 rings on a tree trunk. And you can see the years and years of
5 lowering of the water.
8 | want to thank you for being here. | just finished John
7 McKee’s book on the taming of nature, and | understand the
8 difficulty you must have with all the interests here. Thank
9 you very much.
10 MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much. There were four
11 individusis who raised their hands and said they were going to
12 have to leave. If you would be kind encugh, we will do our
13 best to try to find your cards in here, the four of you.
14 Announce your name for the record.
15 MiISS HANSON: My name is Mary Hanson. | am Treasurer of
16 the Mono Lake Foundation. That is an all voluntary board, and
17 we support the Mono Lake Committes through tax deductible
18 donations.
19 Thers has been mention of boardwalks. We have funded
20 bosrdwalks. The Audubon Socisty built them, and we paid for
21 the lumber. | am a 17-year resident of Mono, and | just very
22 much support the 8390 or higher for really three reasons.
23 It's written in your thing there. The heaith reasons,
24 everybody has been talking about that, and that is very
25 important to me.
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1 Very few people have mentioned the migratory birds. Mono
2 Lake has been designated as a western hemisphers shore bird

3 resource because of the migratory birds who come from South
4 America up to the Arctic to nest. They come down and regroup,
§ put on double their weight after they arrive at Mono Laks,
8
7
8
9

eating all those shrimp and files, and this is an
internationsl resource that needs to be looked at.
And that’s all | have to ssy.
MR. DEL PIERO: Who is next?
10 MR. BENTON: This is my wife, Patricia, and | am Robert
11 Benton. We have s residence here in Mammoth as well as an
12 office in Los Angeles, and you gentiemen obviously have a very
13 compiex task to address.
14 My business is primarily that sssociated with mobliity
15 and | am sensitive to what's going on in the environment.
16 Mono Lake and Owens Valley are not mobile. Los Angeles s,
17 | think there is much to be said asbout controlling the
18 environment, that is, of Los Angeles, as well, and one means
19 by which that can happen is through the natural process of
20 mobility. People can leave if they can‘t satisfy their water
21 issues. | think it is very important for us to protect that
22 which we can and to recover what we can.
23 | think we can recover much of Mono Lake. We can aleo,
24 in the same time period, recover some of Los Angeles if people

N
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will go eisewhere for their water.
00083
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MS. BENTON: Just quickly, | would like to thank you for
Nistening to all of us today, and | hear DEIR is an extensive
and exhaustive document and extremely well done,

We really do appreciate that, and he mentioned, even
though we are property owners in Mammoth Lakes, we do most of
our time in Los Angeles, so we are some of the users.

| would like to say that there’s a lot of people in
Mammoth Lakes that are second homeowners and thay are from Los
Angeles. There's a lot of people from Los Angeles come up
and want to see something as unique and diverse as Mono Lake.
The very same people who are using that water | know wouid
support an effort today to save Mono Lake. Thank you. | get
eoxcited over these things. Thank you, gentiemen.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much. Good afternoon.

M8, JAEGER: Good aftemoon. My name is Lisa Jaeger. My
card is in there.

I'm & business owner here in Marmmoth Lakes. | have lived
here for ten years.

As a CPA, I'm concerned about the economy of the Eastern
Sierra. | believe that Mono Lake'’s vitality is important to
our sconomy. Tourism is the core of our economy and Mono Lake
is one of the attractions. It could be a detraction as Owens
Lake is in the Owens Valley.

| consider Owens Lake an eyesore and health hazard. it
makes me depressed to drive past it and realize how selfish we
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are to destroy such an ecosystem.

We need to keep Mono Lake hesithy. Our sconomy is in
poor shape st this time, and we need all of our tourist
attractions to keep going.

State and Federal funds are available to replace Mono
Basin water, 8o, there is No excuse to abuse this resource.

| would ke to see Mono lake designated as an
outstanding national resource water in order to set maximum
salinity standards to protect the lake and ecosystem.

| belleve man should use intefligence to protect natural
resources rather than sbuse them. Thank you very much.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much. is thers anyone
olse?

MR, STIMSON: My name is Jim Stimson. | admire your
infinite patience, and | don't envy your being here another
few hours tonight.

MR. DEL PIERO: You should envy me and the reason is a
number of peopie have said . One of the best aspects of
serving on the State Water Resources Controt Board that we
take advantage of Is discovering exactly what the citizens of
Caltfornia feel about their water resources. You should envy
me. | am the lucky one in this room.

MRA. STIMSON: | am looking forward to a responsible
decision. My name is Jim Stimson. | come bearing gifts, and
tied this Nttie ribbon myself. Don‘t open it.

00085

My name is Jim Stimson. | own a homs on Crowley Lake and
have been s resident of Mono County for over 18 years. | am
s photographer by occupation and cusrently serve as Vice-
Chairman on the Mono County Planning Commission. The views |
am expressing are my own and those of my wife, Susan, and our
two chiidren, Dan and WHll. My wife is a school teacher at
Lee Vining Elementary School.

| would ke to recommend that the Board set the minimum
lake level at 6390.

Mono Lske has been s sourcs of inspiration and enjoyment
since | moved to the Eastern Sierra. | have walked its
perimeter and | have explored it from the air. | know the
ares intimately and Mono Lake is like an old friend of mine.

You will probably be reading reams of documentation,
sclentific data conceming the lake. | can’t hope to add
anything to what has already been published, but | would fike,
instead, to direct my comments to Mono Lake as a visual
resource and as a scenic sttraction. Mono Lake is not only a
national treasure, but an international gem.

The parking lots along the iske end in Lee Vining are
filed with the influx of international travelers. They are
all here specifically to see Mono Lake.

| recently had the opportunity to pinpoint and
rephotograph historical pictures from the past. | was able to
stand in the very tripod holes of the oid masters, and | stood
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where the lake used to be prior to the water diversions. What
struck me the most was how beautiful the lake must have been.
imagine an immense ancient iake nestied in the middie of the
Great Basin desert.

With higher lake ievels, thers will be a vast improvement
in visual quality,

Some might argue that scenic beauty will be lost if any
of the tufa towers get submerged. | have seen oid photographe

of the south tufa grove, and this is a fallacy. | think people

tend to forget about the thousands of tufa towers that you
pass in the rush to get to the water’s edge.

If the lake is allowed to rise, the overiook towers will
be the onas to dot the new shoreline.

But this shouidn’t be the issue. You have to ook at the
big picture, the heaith of the lake and a healthy environment
for its inhabitants.

| would like to say just a couple more things before
closing. First off, thanks to the National Audubon Society,
Cal-Trout, California Department of Fish and Game, and
especially the Mono Lake Committes for their tirsless and
endless effort to save the place so dear and closs to all of
our hearts in Eastern Sierra.

To the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, | hope
someday that they will feel some shame and remorse for
dragging this issue out so long. | have been appailled st the
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total disregard and lack of respect for the environment and
the good people who live hers.
Finally, | wouid like to thank the Board for taking its
time to listen to all the public testimony, written and oral,
and hopefully, and over 15 years of legal gridiock.
If you haven’t done so already, | would encourage you
to visit Mono Lake, spend some time on its shoreline, and you,
too, will become entrapped and hopefully take this memory home
with you.
When it comes time for the Board to make its final

- decision, | ask that you thumbtack this poster | gave you in
+'a prominent place so that you can have a visual reminder of
- what Mono Lake is all about. The folkks who live here, the

struggling ecosystem and environment and scenic treasure and

an heirfloom.

Mono Lake is something | want to pass down to my
children.

Thanks for your time. -

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

MR. POTASHIN: My name is Richard Potashin. | am a
resident of the Eastern Sierra for about the last five years,
and over that time have developed a strong personal
relationship with Mono Lakse.

Inspired by David Gaines, | began Mono Lake canoe tours
and have watched from my stern sest in an 18 foot fiberglass

00088

22

canoe as the lake has grown in popularity and in salinity. No
longer does it dwell in the obscure shadow of Yosemite, but
now is an equally desirable landscape to visi.

| witnessed the power of this magical landscape to
transform tired, stressed-out souls, albeit for an hour,

The lake has been referred to as s gas station for birds,
but | believe it also is a ges station for the human psyche
where people from all over the world coms to fill up on peace,
solitude, and the spiritual implications of wide-open space,
in short, to heal themselives.

Mono Lake has given us 80 much. It Is time to
reciprocate and give back some of that healing energy by
raising the lake level to at least 6390 fest. Human nesds
aside, we must protect the lake for the sake of ikself and its
unique and weird creatures.

There has been some concem about the partial inundation
of the south Tufa grove by a higher lake level. The south
tufa grove is a steady attraction, especially when you are
driving by it in a canoce.

Howaever, | am willing to trade off assthetic tufa vistas
for less dust, fliles and shvimp on a low-sodium diet, and the
opportunity for the guils to take back what is rightfully
theirs, Negit Isiand.

The outpouring of letters you received in response to the
DEIR is an indication of how much peopie feel in their hearts

00089

CRANIAELWN =

about Mono Lake.

Along with the battery of facts, figures, and statistics,
| hope you will consider these feelings in formuisting your
decision on the lake.

if you haven‘t siready done so, | urge you to go catch a
survise from south tufa. Also, | look forward to canoeing
Mono Lake at the new 8390 level.

| have a poem for you that was written by a very close
frisnd of mine, called Alkall Fiat.

Let the lake’s healing waters surround you, touch yowr
body and mind and soul, heal you with joy of being, let this
lake live a million years more. Dance with the brine shrimp
as they celebrate ife. Watch the gulls and grebes play upon
her wsters, but let casties of tufa take you back in time as
the ancient desert waters flow within you.

Someday we will know the vaiue of water, protect and
conserve svery drop that we can; but until that day we are
going to fight soms more so we can find peace on Mono Shore.

Mono Laks, what's at stake, the water, the water that
feeds the City’s greed. Take it back, take it back, take back
the water. Let this lake live for a milion years more.

Thank you very much.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much. Anyone eise besides
the gentieman at the podium? If you have to leave, let’s get
you on now, and we will break after you.
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MR. NAHM: My name is Larry Nahm. | am from Bishop. |
have been iiving in Owens Valley for more than a decade, and
as a native Californian. | witnessed a rather drastic decline
in numbers of waterfow! which visit or live in our State.

i have also, in conjunction with the other speakers.
worked on the boardwalk, both at the north shore of the lake
and the west shore and ardently hope for the day when the
lovel will be established at a level which would inundate that
boardwalkk and would, therefore, urge the lsvel of 8390 or more
for the iake. Thanks.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

MS. JOHNSON: My name is Emily Johnson.

i could tak a lot about my personal connection to the
lake, but | don't think | will talk about that. | have worked
for Mono Lake Committes and for Mono Lake Foundation. | have
conducted tours upon the iske on and off for about ten years,
20 | have probably led over a hundred towrs, and what | would
like to speak about is the educational and recreational values
of the lake. Lsading tours at Mono Lake is a wonderful
experience.

People are always saying things like, this le like being
on the moon. This is ke something I’ve never seen before,
and it’s & very unique piace, and | think the simpiicity of
the ecosystem makes it 3 wonderful piace to explain things
ke water cycies and the food chain.
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80, | guess what | would like to say is there are a lot
of people who aren’t here. | know you get statistics on the
number of visitors we have to the lske, but | would just kke
to interject a little bit of their fesling when they are
there, the big emiles that they get. It is not like any other
place for visitors.

MR, DEL PERO: Thank you.

One last person. .

M8. 80TO: My name is Jean Soto. My family business is.
construction and | just wanted to stress our support for the
negotisted lake levei of 6390, and we have been residents of
Mono County since 1979, so we appreciate the retention and
preservation of Mono Lake.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

Ladiss and gentiemen, we are going to break. it is about
twenty minutes to 8:00 and we will be back at 7:00 o’clock.
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MRA. DEL PIERO: Ladies and gentiemen, we are going to
begin, if you will be kind enough to take your seats.

While the iast participants this evening are filing
in the door, if you all wouid be kind snough to raise your
hands, how many of you were not here this aftemoon?

We are going to start over again.

Those of you that were here this afternoon, forgive
me, but it dossn’t do anybody any good if they don’t know
what’s going on.

| will try and summarize the presentation, but at the
same time, | am going to try to let everybody understand
what the process is here.

Ladies and gentismen, those of you that were not here
this aftemoon, my name is Marc det Plero. | am Vice Chair
of the California Water Resources Control Board.

The matter that is being considered this evening is
policy hearings in regard to freshwater diversions from the
Mono Lake Basin.

This matter is before the State Water Resources
Control Board because the State Water Resources Control
Board is the agency established by statute by the State
Legislature to be responsible for water rights in the State
of California.
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The State Water Resources Control Board is a five-
member board made up of five individuasis who are appointed
to categoric positions.

The Chair, John Caffrey is currently serving in the
water quality position. He was formerly Deputy Director of
the Department of Water Resources. We have one individual
who is required to be a civil engineer. His name is John
Brown. He worked in the private sector for over 30 years
and he is acknowledged as an expert in agricultur.
irrigation. :

We have a general engineer whose name is James
Stubchaer. Mr. Stubchaer spent 30 years as the Executive
Director and General Manager of the Santa Barbara Flood
Control and Water Conservation District, as well as the
Santa Barbara County Water Agency.

We have a public member. Her name is Mary Jane
Forster. She served for an extended period of time on the
San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board, and siso, is
an employee of the Orange County Water District.

And then, the fifth member of the Board is the
Hearing Officer here tonight. The position that | fil is
that of an attorney. My background is | spent 11 years on
the Monterey County Board of Supervisors, 11 years on the
Monterey County Water Resources Agency. | chaired both of
those organizations a couple of times. | also served for 11
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years on the Monterey Unified Alr Pollution Control District
and served as chair three times of that agency.

My expertise tends to be in the areas of water as
well as air quality.

That gives you a brief summary of what the State
Water Resources Control Board is and who we are.

| have been charged by the Board to serve as Hearing
Officer tonight. | served as Hearing Office yesterday in

Los Angeles when we conducted policy hearings for those

individuais who chose to present themseives there to present
policy statements to the Board, and | will sleo be the

Hearing Officer on the evidentiary portion of this process
that will begin in about two weeks.

That evidentiary process will begin and be conducted
in Sacramento at the State Water Resources Control Board
headquarters building. '

The State Board has been charged with the task of .
amending the City of Los Angeles’ water rights in the Mono
Basin to include terms and conditions necessary to protect
fishery resources in the affected streams.

The State Board aiso has been charged with the task
of considering the effects of water diversions on public
trust resources in the Mono Basin and protecting those
public trust resources where feasible.

What is going on here tonight, ladies and gentiemen,
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is known as policy statements. In order to insure that all
of the residents in the affected aress are afforded the
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greatest opportunity to participate in our process, we
have scheduled this poficy hearing tonight in order that ail
of you could advise us of your beliefs and opinions in
regard to what is appropriate for the Mono Lake Basin.

There's three rules in terms of policy presentations.
They don’t have to be presented under oath, they can fairly
represent the position of either the organization or the
individual who is presenting them, but they will not be used
as part of the svidentiary portion of this hearing.

Additionally, | asked earfler and | will ask again,
anyone having a great overwheiming desire to applaud, |
wouid appreciste it if you didn’t. If you have a really
overwheikming desire to applaud - | left my dog and pony at
home this morning, so there’s not that much of a good show
here this evening.

We are going to try to go through all of the cards.

We have a whole lot of them and we wilt go through them as
expeditiously as possible.

The hearing notice indicated those individuals making
presentations would be sfforded not mors than five minutes
in order to make thelr policy statement. | would appraciate
it very much if you all kept to those time lnes. | will
try and move this along as quickly as possible so that
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everybody gets the opportunity to speak because | know all’
of you have rziken the time out of your busy schedules to
come out hec: anight, and It is important to get the option
to tell me arz 1y staff exactly what you think about Mono
Basin.
| would ks to introduce my staff so everyone knows
who is sitting on my left and my right: First of all, |

would ¥ke to introduce our court reporter, who is Alice

Book. When she says stop, | stop. Everybody stops. Nobody
talks because if she doesn’t record It, it is not in the

record. If it is not in the record, you didn’t say it. So,

she is the wonderful person who follows us around the state
heiping us out tremendousty.

Also with me tonight | have two staff snvironmental
specisfists, Jim Canaday on my left, and Steve Herrera, who
is waving his hand back there. Also, we have two staff
engineers, Richard Satkowski, who has his hand up in the air
in the back of the room. | have Hugh Smith right hers, and
my good friend and chief counsel on the Mono Lake matter,
Dan Frink, who is on my immediste right.

We have a whole lot of cards to go through and we are
going to begin now. When | call your names, if you would be
kind enough to come forward to the podium, speak directly
into the mike, state your name for the record so that Alice
has it incorporsted into the record.
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One last thing, if you wish to have a copy of the
record of this hearing, please contact Alice afterwards and

she will be happy to srrange to get a copy of the record for
you.

The first person | would ke to call is Andrea
Lawrencs. Good svening.

MS. LAWRENCE: Good evening and thank you very much,
and weicome to Mono County. .

| want to tell you | was very warmed by your comments
this aftemnoon in regard to public service.

! am a County Supervisor and appreciate what you
said. it’s an honor to have you hers. More than that, it
is an honor to have an option to address an issue that’s of
enormous significance to all of us, | think, in Mono County,
and not only that, but now statewide, nationwide, and
globally.

| am here as an individual member of the Board of
Supervieors, but slec, | have an enormous number of
constituents, a number of whom you have siready heard, and
we sre all strong supporters of Mono Lake.

One of the things, and as & former supervisor you
will understand, &t ls very important to us as a county in
regard to Mono Lake itself; a healthy environment to us is a

very heasithy economy, and in Mono County, what the Mono Lake
" Committes has accomplished in bringing this to this point is
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a phenomenal success and has raised snormous important
issues to all of us, not only for the statewide situation,
but also, Mono County.
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4 it is clearly one, if not the largest, tourist draw 5 just a couple of encapsulating comments, if | may.
5 in Mono County. We have peopie from all over the worid as [} | would aiso like to commend the State and Governor
6 you well know by now. The efforts of the Mono Lake 7 Wilson's position that he has taken and Mr. Strock’s
7 Committee are well established locsily, and on the 17th day 8 comments.
8 of August, Mono County Board of Supervisors passed a wel 9 | would aleo ke to mention | also remember the Alr
9 deserved resoiution honoring the Mono Lake Committes. | 10 Poliution Control District, how very important it is to keep
10 will ieave it with you because & is a very important 11 the lake, and our position has clearty besn 8390 or higher.
11 statement about how we have absorbed the Mono Lake 12 That's the personal part of my discussion tonight as
12 Committee. They are us, this is their home, and we all 13 well. Rtis very important to do that.
13 share this wonderful county of ours. 14 There is no question the County doss not need to have
14 Wheraas, given the interdependence of all 16 the legacy of Owene Lake, which is costing enormous amounts
15 ecosystems and, indeed, of ail aspects of 18 of monsy to even try to find a way of mitigating it, much less
16 nature, the protection or particular scosystems and 17 finding & way of mitigating k.
17 natural resources is among the most laudable 18 The other thing | would like to point out on behalf
18 human endeavors; and 19 of the Mono Lake Comwmittes, | think the other thing |
19 Whereas, with an economy which is based on tourism 20 personally find so remarkable and so wonderful is as County
20 and recreation, the protection of Mono County’s 21 Supervisor and as s politician, to find a group of people
21 regsources and natural beauty is in the best in- 22 who are willing to come into a8 community and work toward
22 terests of our citizerwy; and 23 solutions, and that group has done that very admirably.
23 Wheres, visitors to and citizens of Mono 24 As you know, AB 444 is a pot of 50 million doillars
24 County are witnessing the resurrection and 26 and still has not been properly utilized to find replacement
25 rastoration of a unique and priceless scosystem 00102
00099 1 water. These are the efforts that this group has brought to
1 which has been significantly damaged by the 2 the area.
2 acts of man in diverting its waters, and 3 The other thing | would like to do in my own
3 Whereas, the rewatering of the streams 4 absolutely non-egal way, but as a human being, is make some
4 tributary to Mono Lake and the restoration of 8 comments about the public trust becasuse, as you know, Mr.
5 the stream environment zones after decades of 8 del Plero, those of us who are in pubiic policy positions,
(1 disuse and destruction has been largely 7 you don’t ever quite get narrowed down to just the language
7 accomplished; and 8 of the reguiation or the language of the intent. You
8 Whereas, the restoration of Mono Lake to a 9 invariably get caught up in some very human values.
. 9 - level which will assure its survival as a water 10 And the public trust value, to me, is not limited to
L 10 - system nourishing the flora and fauna dependent - 11 the tributaries of navigable bodies of water.
1 upon it. as well as mankind’s sssthetic . 12 | want to read a couple of comments because it is
12 instincts, is becoming a long cherished reality; 13 wvery important to understand, for me as a County Supervisor
13 and 14 in Mono County, the dimensions of the public trust concept,
14 Whereas, the effort to save Mono Lake and its 16 and | am reading these from Bessie Reitschneider, who read
15 .. environs has become a matter of national 16 these at their annual mesting. | just love them. | have to
16 ~ .~ - significance, demonstrating that small groups of 17 share them with you for the record.
; 17 informed and determined peopile can protect 18 She wrote: Last year the Los Angeles Conservation
. i8 - environmental resources in the face of nearly 19 Corpe visitsd Mono Lake for a week and worked on stream
19 = overwhelming opposing economic interest; and 20 restorstion. One of the participants wrote this for the
20 ’ Whereas, the Mono Lake Committes and its staff ae 21 Mono Lake Committee newsietter: My name is Femando Gomez,
21 volunteers, whose efforts continue to bring the ) 22 18, of Los Angeles, Callfornia. My experience in the Mono
22 aspirations of David Gaines into reality, are Lake fieid camp has been a very influential experience in my
23 the smbodiment of that determination; and ife. The excitement of siseping in tents out in the open
24 Whereas, it is the Mono Lake Committee which air, eating and working in the same environment made It more
25 is largely responsible for saving and 00103
00100 1 educstionsi to me. it taught me the wonders of Mono Lake
1 revitalizing an scosystem 80 important to our county. 2 and its surrounding beauty. The issues that concern this
2 Now, therefore, be it resoived, by the Board of Super- 3 lake shouid get people thinking about where water comes from
3 visors of the County of Mono, State of California, ss 4 and ks effect in nature. Peopie should stop to think what
4 follows: 5 we are lsaving future generations. That's the public trust.
5 That this Board, on behalf of the citizens of Mono 8 MR. DEL PIERO: Pardon me, Mr. Gomez appeared at the
;] County, congratulates the Mono Lake Committes as & 7 hearing yesterday.
7 celebrates its first fifteen years of effort and the 8 MS. LAWRENCE: He did. That is beautiful. That's
8 significant accomplishments noted in this resoltion; 9 the best yet.
: 9 That this Board recognizes the contribution of the Mono 10 Well, Mr. Gomez, |1 have to meet you one day. That is
10 . Lake Committes to the deveiopment of the public trust 11 very good. | love it.
11 doctrine in California, an effort which will serve to 12 Mark Davig, Executive Director, successfully lobbied
12 protect the water rescurces in all parts of our state. 13 the State Legisiature and Congress for funds to help pay for
13 That in adopting this resoiution, thie Board urges the 14 coneervation and reciamation to enable Los Angeles to create
14 Mono Lake Committee to continus its efforts to have 16 local water suppiiss. This can protect the environment and
15 Mono Lake sstablished at a minimum level which best pro- 16 help prevent L. A. ratepayers from footing the bill for
n 16 tects the public interest, and more important, which 17 DWFP's mistakes. It is saving Mono Lake, but it s also
- 17 best protects the lake itself; 18 creating locally based water suppiies for peopie of Las
18 That this resolution is adopted in memory of David 19 Angeiss. That's the publiic trust.
19 Gaines, who carried on in the spirit of Herwy David 20 And finally, » few years ago | spoke to a group of
- 20 Thoreau and Aido Leopoid in teaching us that our spirl- 21 five and six year olds in an inner city school. The school
21 tual and physical well-bsing depend on the natural en- 22 e located right under the Santa Monica freeway. There were
22 vironment which has given us being. 23 no trees, No grass, just asphalt and concrete.
23 1 think you have heard adequate testimony today about 24 | spoke about Mono Laks and st one point used the .
24 the significance of the basin and its activities to us, both 26 word extinct. Amnoppodnuuﬂukodﬂnstugoo?t&,
I 25 Hin ‘ . .
00101 T children, this I8 2 new word. Does anyone know what the
1 economic and snviconmentally. 2 word extinct means? Some hands were raised and one ittle
2 | would like to take a moment because | really don’t 3 boy stood and said: Extinct is when an animal dies,
3 want to go far beyond the five minutes, but | do respect the 4 something in us dies, too.
4 assignment you have before you, but | would like to make 5 And | would like to say because those who know me
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8 around hers, the Mono Lake Committes, | have nothing but
7 enormous regard for what they have done. It goes so beyond
8 individual importance or seif-interest. It goes out to a

9 very large worid and they have made an enormous contribution
10 and one of the nicest things that | remember is in my

11 interpretation, the community of Lee Vining, they have

12 worked as a community to ptt a walkkway, pathway, down along
13 the restored stream.

14 And without, | hope, being presumptuous on the people

15 and individuais who live in Les Vining, there is enormous

18 pride. The coming together as a community to put this

17 facility in has restored a tremendous sense of community.

18 There is a pride in that, and when | went to the Visitor

19 Center | was caught and struck by the local people who were
20 standing out in that wonder Visitor Center and looking

21 around and said, Ged, | never realty realized how boautifud

22 this place was.

. 23 So, we restored it by taking the public truet to s

24 fullest dimension to restore and enhance our sense of

25 community, and most important, our sense of place, because
00108

1 that’s the real connection we need and where we five, and It

2 is aiso, | think, your largest assignmernt in making e

3 decision that clearly allows all these values to come into

4 thinking.

5 MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

6

7

8

9

David Watson. Good evening.
MR. WATSON: Thanks very much. | have had the
pleasure of addressing this group a few times in the past.
{ welcome you to Mammoth and hope that you enjoy your stay

10 here.

1 The first thing | would ke to do is read to you s

12 statement which represents the position of the town council.
13 After Andrea, sverybody is somewhat prosaic, so |

14 will just go ahead and do this.

16 | certainly support everything she said and | am sure
18 our Councll does, too.
17 | am here today representing the town of Mammoth
18 Lakes. Shortly after incorporation, the Town Councll agreed
19 to support the Mono Lake Committee in its efforts to
20 pressrve the unique ecosystem of Mono Lake. To thet end, |
21 clearly endorse setting a minimum iske level of 6390 feet
22 above sea level or higher.
23 The current conditions in the Mono Basin are
24 unacceptable to our community. Declining lake levels and
25 decreasing air quality threaten the survival of the area’s
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1 biological systems and the heaith of the basin’s human

2 inhabitants.

3 Only by raising the lake level can these hazardous

4 conditions be permanently reversed.
5 In issuing Kcenses for diversions, the Board must
[}
7
8
9

recognize its trustes relationship with the people of the
State of Cafifornia. The long-term heasith of the State’s
environment and residents must be the paramourt conditions
in deciding the mitigation measures to be attached to the

10 licenses,

11 Setting a minimum lake level of 6390 is critical to

12 assure adequatse mitigation of diversions.

13 This letter has been sent above my name to your

14 office in Sacramento as well.

16 1 would ke to siso add briefly, though, this

18 evening some comments of my own which go a ittle bit

17 outside of our Councii’s specific resoiution. And these

18 comments just have to do with the values of the people that

19 1 represent, or feel | represent.

20 We are much an environmentally oriented community.
21 Our economy depends on recreation and tourlem,
22 Wae are awars of our need to manage the threats in the

23 Eastem Sierra such as traffic, diminishing air quality, our
24 own water demands, our trash and, obviously, the impacts of
25 our shared numbers on the carrying capacity of the region.

: 00107
1 Our Town Council has addressed these issues and
2 continues to do #0, both in our immediste area and
3 regionaily, and we feei that strongly reflects the peopie we
4 represent.
5 A great part of our concemn focuses on the future of
68 Mono Lake and the need to keep it at 6380 or rales k. We
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fear degradation of Mono Lake. We support much broader
regional management of that kind of resourcs, a priceless
resource, and we support your role, obviously, in gathering
public testimony in support of your trustee role.

Thanks very much for coming.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much, Mayor.

Also, | am a supervisor, and pleass appreciate the
fact that | personafly understand the relationship between
the environment and economy. Montersy County, and | know
both of you are very much aware, is as heavily dependent on
that formula for success as Mono County Is.

MR. WATSON: | appreciate that.

MR, DEL PIERO: Thank you.

Gary Nelfson. Good evening, sir.

MR. NELSON: Good evening. My name is Gary Neison.
I em a resident of Mono City and during nomal clear days |
can jook out the window and see White Mountain peaks, which
is the highest mountain in the great basin area, and it's
about 60 miles away as the crow fles.
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During winter days | can see about two miles, and the
only thing | can see flying is toxic alkall dust from the
oxposed lake bottom of Mono Lake.

| am the Chairman of the Environment, Public Works
and Recreation Committes of Mono County Grand Jury, and | am
slso in cherge of Mono Lake Foundstion Canoe Tour Program.

During the past five years | have given thousands of
visitors a personal introduction to Mono Lake Canoe Tours at
Mono’s south tufa ares.

Something our tours offer that can’t be easily
experienced on the walking tour is the chance to see tufa
towers underwater.

Our present-day view of these huge towaers rising from
the darkness of the lake bottom must be very much the same
as earfier travelors’ impression of the now exposed portion of
the south tufa grove. Beneath the iske tufa are as close as
rocks can get to being living organisms. The towers are
covered by a light green coating of aigae specikled with dark
clumps of alkall fly pupas and are Mterally crawling with
adult flles encased in tiny bubbles of air with a plume of
brine shrimp hovering at the top of the towers is a tell-
tale of rising freshwater.

While these submerged towers don’t leap out at you
with the startiing clarity of their dry land brethren,
underwater tufa have a hidden uniqueness which comes from
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occupying their natural place in the ecosystem.

It is th2 difference between observing a Kving
animal in €3 native habitst and seeing the same animal
stuffed and mounted in a natural history museum.

Some people have expressed concemn that access to
tufa by land will suffer as a result of rising lake levels.

1 feel that tufa, especially the tufa above water are
but one small part of what makes Mono Lake special. Higher
iake levels and consistent streamflows necessary to achiave
them will make the entire Mono Basin ecosystem much
heasithisr. The grester percentags of freshwater wilt
decrease salinity levels in Mono Lake and make it possible
for brine shrimp and alkall files to live once again instead
of just hanging on in a compromised ecosystem.

The incressed flow of freshwater necessary to bring
up the iake lsvel may well heraid the retum of miitions of
ducks and other waterfow! that used to be found in Mono Lake
before diversions began.

Rewstered streams will once agasin bacome thriving
riparian ecosystems supporting visble fisheries.

You Board members have no doubt been inundated with
mountsine of data explaining the various scientific aspects
of the Mono Lake question. | feel that the issues facing
you can be desit with very effectively on moral grounds.

The Public Trust Doctrine originated from the idea

00110

that by the law of nature these things are common to .
mankind, the air, running water, the sea, and consequentty,
the shores of the sea.

The fact that this remarkable doctrine has survived
thousands of years to guide us today shows that it
recognizes the fundamental aspect of our presence on earth.

Humans, being the transitory crestures we are, can

A
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8 never truly own the air or waters of our planet. We can

9 only borrow them.

10 In the letter | sent to you last month | stated that

11 Mono Lake shouki be returned to its prediversion level of
12 6417 feet. At the time | really wasn‘t completely aware of
13 my rationale for this opinion. Now, | realize why | feel

14 that way. My father asiways taught me when | borrowed
15 something to return it in the same condition | found it.

18 When | used to borrow the neighbor’'s lswnmower, |
17 made sure | returned it with a full tank of gas.
18 The City of Los Angeles has been borrowing water form

19 the Mono Basin for quite some time and neither the lake nor
20 the streams have been benefited from this. | think that Los

exact water lovel at which the predators can come in and
destroy the bresding populstion of the birds, | think we
need to look at the situation very carefully.

And | think we need to bring the thinking of the Los
Angeies Department of Water and Power that takes the water
from Mono Laks, we need to bring their thinking out of the
dark ages. They need to come up with water conservation and
reciamation programs and not keep making unceasing and
unreasonable demands upon Mono Lake.

| want to say that one of my very first visits to Los
Angeles gave me a very unusual experiencs. it was nothing
to do with freeway gridiock, or vast urban sprawl or yellow
smog. [t had to do with humidity.

21 Angeles should retum the Mono Basin to the people of this 22 | said to myself, how can this place, which is

22 planet in the same condition in which they found it before 23 supposed to be desert, be humid? And all around me was the

23 they even think about borrowing water from here again. 24 evidence of humidity, more swimming pools than | had ~ than

24 | realize all of you have some real heavy decisions 25 the mind could possibly imagine, perfactly manicured emeraid

25 to make and sometimes making decisions can tum on simple 00114
00111 1 green lawns sprinkied consistently, tropical plants watered

1 things. 2 to perfection.

2 If taking a canoe ride on Mono Lake will in any way 3 in short, Los Angeles County uses water like there is

3 facilitate your decision making, get ahoid of me and | will 4 no tomorrow,

4 be happy to take you out. 1] if you gentismen don’t do something for Mono Lake,

5 MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you. 6 thers may well be no tomorrow.

6 Robert Harrison. Weicome. 7 | am here to support the issus of saving the water of

7 MR. HARRISON: Thank you. Board members, ladies and 8 Mono Lake.

8 gentlemen, staff, good evening. ] Thank you very much.

9 My name is Robert Harrieon and | live north of San 10 MR. DEL PERQ: Thank you.

10 Francisco in the Bay Area, and my wife and | drove here 1 Ruth Ann Corwin. . Good evening.

11 through the rain and hail because we wanted to do the best 12 M8. CORWIN: Members of the staff, Board, ladies and

12 we could to come and support the issus of Mono Lake. 13 gentiemen, | am Dr. Ruth Ann Corwin. | hoid a degree in

13 | would say that as a tourist visiting this country 14 environmental planning.

14 for the first time 15 years ago, | was already aware of the 15 My husband and | are Northern Californians who enjoy

15 beauty of the Eastern Sierra and Mono Lake. | would say that 18 visiting and appreciste Mono Lake as one of the natural

18 most travel agents in England and Europe probably are well 17 treasures of our state.

17 aware of that. .18 Woe support the designstion of Mono Lake as an

18 In the 14 years since | have been living here, | 19 outstanding natural resource water, 3o that the salinity

19 . would say that my most memorabie holidays have been In this 20 level will be protected by the Dapartment of Water and Power

20 "region, and | come again and again as often as | can. 21 of Los Angeles.

21 | | want to give you a perspective of a European 22 We have come up here from Novato, a town north of San

22 visitor and now a resident of your country. 23 Francisco, to testify before you. We could not sttend the

23 | would say that since the middle ages many European 24 cioser hearing in Sacramento due to business.

24 countries, including my own, England, have been very very 25 But, the truth is when we saw the Mammoth location on

25 heavily settied and the resuit has been that aithough some 00116
00112 1 the schedule, we wanted to coms here to testify and take

1 of the countryside is stil very pretty, the ecosystems as 2 this opportunity for a brief vacation.

2 such are almost entirely destroyed. They are not what John 3 MR. DEL PIERO: We figured there was some attraction.

3  Muir would ever call wildemess. 4 M8, CORWIN: it wasn't the opportunity to testify,

4 This kind of thinking came from what we now call the 5 you understand, it was the opportunity to come hers again to

5 dark ages, and that certainly spplies, not only to lack of 8 Mono Lake and its environment that affected us, and that is

68 religious freedom, but equally much the term could be 7 precisely the point.

7 applied retroactively to a total lack of environmenal valus 8 Mono Lake is a special place, one thst people come

8 awareness. 9 long distances to sese. We take our friends thers whenever

9 At that time, peopile thought that all of the natural 10 we can and we usge our visitors to California not to miss

10 resources of the worid, the snimais, the land, the water, 11

11 were presented to them for their use by the Crestor, and 12 1 have had the good fortune to travel to many

12 were limitiess. | don’t think anybody in this room is going 13 countriss in the worid and | can tell you thers is little

13 to suggest that the resources that we are talking about, the 14 with which to compare Mono Laks. Perhaps the closest is the

14 water in the Eastem Slerra, is imitiess. 18 Dead Ses in the Mid East. &, too, is large, saity and

15 There are times whan | drive past and there is » lot 16 surrounded by heredity and human history.

16 of snow in the hills and mountains, and other times there’s 17 it has no marvelous mineral scuiptures to excite the

17 very little. 18 imagination, and ik has no e, no brine shrimp, no nesting

18 | want to say that the result of this kind of 19 birds to feed upon the brine shrimp, no millions of

19 thinking from the dark ages in Europe has given rise to such 20 migratory birds to add color and excitement to its bareness.

20 circumstances as  St, Francis of Assisl, who was supposed 21 [Rtis dead. it is an interesting piace, but it is not Mono

21 to have communicated with the songbicds, to the present when 22 Lake.

22 thers aren’t any songbirds because the local people have 23 As an ecologiet, | wouid like to remind you of two

23 them all and have eaten them. 24 very seifish, important and excellent reasons for government

24 My own country was covered with great forests in the 26 boards such as yours to work towards presecving the

26 middie ages. Now only a remnant remains. 00116
00113 1 diversity of healthy, natural ecosysteme, especially unusual

1 You gentiemen are custodisns of the water of Mono 2 ones to protect our future human existence.

2 Lake in a sense, which makes you guardians of that 3 One is the space ship earth metaphor. Perhaps you

3 ecosystem. 4 have aiready heard of &t in earfier testimony.

4 | am here to implore you not to let that system dis. 1) Every time 8 speciss or a natural ecosystem

5 | thoroughly support the last speaker’s point of view. The 6 disappears from our planet &t is like another rivet giving

8 water should bs retumed to 8417 feet. | think in this day, 7 way in the space ship. We can lose one and another, and

7 this age of enlightanment, whils we are able to measure the 8 still the space ship will travel, but at some point one last

8 exact salinity level at which the brine shwvimp die, and the 9 rivet will go and the ship will come apart. We cannot
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10 predict which one will be the fatal loss.
11 Perhaps you may think the planet can well lose Mono
12 Lake and nothing serious will happen, but that wouid be a
13 form of arrogance, for if there is one thing we do know in
14 the snvironment business, it is the intricate connections
15 that go to make the baiance of ife and the vast extent of
18 our ignorance.

17 Thers is a second excellent reason, protection of the
18 diverse gene pool for scientific, medical, the agricultural -
19 industry, and other research needs.
20 You cannot know whether a Mono Lake species, for
21 exampls, may some day provide the clue to desalting the
22 poisoned agricuttural land in the Central Valley in

23 California, for example. Or, perhaps it might provide a

24 clue for one of our grandchildren’s medical needs.
25 it seomns the better part of wisdom for us to retain

00117

1 as grest a bass of natural biological information for our

2 and our children’s future.

K} Mono Lake provides a wonderful ecological lesson in
4 itself, so straightforward, so clear, the food chain, the

5 interdependencs of species, the environmental requirements,
6

7

8

9

and the limiting factors. The species in Mono Lake don‘t

have the option to go elsewhere for their water. it is hard

to sa= the lmiting {actors in human ecosystems when a human

ion can brir: in resources from other bio-regions,

ately, the plant is no different than the lake.

shwater is a lmiting factor in many regions for

12 humanis as well as other species. Los Angeles must face

13 those limits as the rest of California and the West will not

14 give up their needed water to allow uniimited growth in the

15 Los Angeles Basin, and that time is now. Lst us make the

18 point by drawing a ine at destroying a unigue natural

17 resource in order to allow Los Angeles to go a little

18 further on a dead-end road.

19 1 would like to closs by requesting you consider

20 adopting a lake level higher than that represented by the

21 Mono Lake Committee, a level at the prediversion sievation

22 of 8,417 above sea level, or very close to that.

23 One reason is the damage aiready done to the Mono

24 Lake Basin and the need to restore the many resources which

25 it has. | gather you've heard about the wetlands, the
00118

1 productivity, fill the lakebed to protect the islands, and
2 soon.

3 A second reason is the ignorance to which | referred
4 esarlier, We are only beginning to scratch the surface of
5 our understanding of natural ecosystems. One way to
8

7

8

9

acknowledge that is to establish large buffers which provide
some protection for the variability of systeme, a reserve
which recognizes the plus or minus nature of our
conchusions.
10 | urge the State Water Resources Control Board to
11 recognize the outstanding vaiuss of Mono Lake, their nesting
12 and migratory bird sanctuary, a unique ecological system and
13 scenic wonder worth saving for all our citizens now and for
14 the future.

15 Thank you very much,

16 MR, DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

17 Stuart Scofieid. Good evening, sir.

18 MR. SCOFIELD: My name is Stuart Scofleld and | am

.19 speakhgulpmportyom“mémhﬁn
20 community of Lee Vining, and a recreational ueser of Mono
21 Lake.
22 A hesithy Mono Lake and Mono Basin ecosystem is vitsl
23 to my own economy and the economies of Les Vining and the
24 Eastern Sierra. .
25 People would not come to Lee Vining to see

00119
towers in an aikaline sump. More importantly, is the value
of the iake and the basin as a natural resource that
deserves to be protacted and nurtured in and for iteetf
without any econcmiz [ustification whatsoever.

The City of Lo¢ <ngeles should not own the rights to
Mono Basin water. ius fact that it may have a paper
document that says it does, is irrelevant. They are from a
different era and the politics of that time are greatly
misaligned with the politics of this time.

The experiment that is the govermnment of this country
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is cruciaity dependent on its ability to be flexible and to
change to respond to the needs and desires of its people. 1
am quite sure that the collective conscience of this county,
this state and this country would agree with me that Los
Angeles has no right to own someone eise’s water.

Woe have corrected much more onerous mistakes than
this in our past. If we could free the slaves and give
women the right to vote, certainly we can return the waters
of the Mono Basin to their beautiful home.

| appreciate the Board’s involvement and their
difigence in this process, and | urge them to recommend a
pre-diversion level of 8,417 feet as the maximum lake level.

Thank you,

MR, DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

Richard Barrett,

00120

MR. BARRETT: | wouid fike to thank you for this time.
My name is Richard Barrett.

Just as my wife and | carry the weight of our
children’s future, thie Committee carries the weight of the
future of the Mono Basin.

There is an old Norse credo that couid be as old as
the lake, nothing in excess. .

These resources should not be measured by what can be
extracted, but be weighed by what can and will be lost with
this ongoing depletion. Desolation of the Mono Basin is
assured. Nothing in excess.

Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

Harry Biackiovin. Good evening.

MR. BLACKLOVIN: Good evening. This issue may be a
sublssue of what is going on tonight and | totally recognize
the Mono Lake Committee’s drive to return the lake to its
former size, but on the other hand, | am a fly-fishing guide
and enthusiast in the area.

1 have recognized the decline in a resource that is
very vital to this community, the Owens River, and | hope

" that you can take into consideration that one side tends to

lose and another one gains. | know it dossn’t seem that

way, but | hope that in the future both sides will win, that

the water is retumed to Mono Lake, but on the other hand,
00121

there is an established fishery resource that was dependent
upon that water, and it has carved out a channel that is
unnatursl to that streambed, and hopefully, it can be healed
sleo.

. With cutting ts source of water off, | have noticed
a decresse in that fishery, and | hope that you can take
into consideration that point of view.

Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: Mr. Blackiovin, just so you know, |
don't befleve you were here earlier this aftemoon, that
question arose earfler. Please understand that the State
Board is very much aware of the problem in the upper Owens.

We are also very much aware of some of the assertions
that have been made as to how flushing flows and flood flows
have channeiized that river and caused impacts on its
previously meandering nature.

We are going to have that very much in our minds
during the course of our defberations, so please be assured
of that.

MR. BLACKLOVIN: Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: Certainly.

Lauren Davis. Good svening.

MS. DAVIS: My name is Lauren Davis. | am a resident
and homeowner in Lee Vining.

| have appreciated all the comments sveryone has made
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today regarding the biological and economic vaiues of Mono
Lake.

One thing | thought | would ke to bring up that is
important to me that maybe hasn’t been tatked about too much
is some of the cuitural impacts that the declining lake
level has had on the community of Lee Vining and Mono Basin.

A fellow this afternoon mentioned Huck Finn days in
Lee Vining, and | laughed because he was ciose, but Huck
Finn never made it to Mono Lake, but Mark Twain did, so we
have Mark Twain days in Lee Vining, and we just had one on
Sunday, and as | watched all the kids playing, it was in the

e
ot
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town park, and as | watched all the children playing and
climbing the greased pole and things like that, and people
eating barbecus, | thought about the older Mark Twain days
that | heard about that happened in the twenties and
thirties when they first began.

Back then they were held right down on the shore of
Mono Laks and there's 3 lot of oid pictures about those
early times when the town would get together and celebrate.

And one of the things | realized was there wers a lot
of activities that happened that we can’t participate in
anymore. One of them was a giant fish fry and there would
be photographs of trout that were just unbelievable that had
come out of Rush Creek and Les Vining Creek. They were big
fish.

00123

And snother thing was they often had speedbost races
on the lake, and nowadays the few times that | have gone out
on a motorboat on Mono Lakes we have had to spend hours and
hours flushing the motor out because the water has becoms 0
salty and alkaline that it just eats up the machinery,

So, this sort of activity just isn’t done anymore on
Mono Lake.

Another thing, | remember an oldtimer said they had
horse swimming races and | had to ask him how they did &t.

He said, wel, the kids wouid just drive their horses down
to the lake and see which one could swim the fastest. So,
I'm sure the horses don’t mind that that tradition fell by
the wayside.
A lot of the other things | certainly miss and we
have heard a lot of people talk this afternoon about
building the boardwalks to the lske, and while | really
enjoy the boardwalks, when | look at them | think about how
they symbolize how the lake just keeps getting further and
further away from us as 8 community, and we aren’t really
able to use it the way that we used to, and | remember as a
kid back in the sixties how when we would go by the lake it
just seemed to fill the whole basin. It came up very close
to the highway.
. And in afternoons in the summertime you would see the
thunderheads just perfectly reflected in the lake, and it
00124

wouid. seem Hke the horizon had meited. This whole basin
was just filled with light and water. And that was the
memory | always had back then, and it is something that |
really miss now.

Every now and then | still get that feeling, but
there’s s0 much alkali around the laks that it just doesn't
seem like itseif anymore to me, and | really hope that in
raconsidering how we feit about the water in the Mono Basin,
that those kinds of values that are pretty ephemeral can
maybe be taken into account again, and | would really love
to see the lake up that high once more for a lot of reseons
just beyond the assthetics. | think those have been
documented well, in other places, but | sleo hope that my
kids will be able to see the lake in that situation.

| have one daughter eight ysars oid and | realized
this summer that the whole time she has been alive, except
for last winter, there has been 8 drougit. Her ides of Mono
Lake is really different than how | think of i, and my idea
must be quite differsnt than how the oidtimers think of it,
and so, | begin to understand a lot of the pain that’s in the
voices of some of the older psople when they talk about how
it used to be.

So, | hope that those sorts of issues can be
considered by you, and | really thank you for coming to Mono
County and listening to us on what we would ke to say, .

00128

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you.

Frank Stewart.

MR. STEWART: My name is Frank Stewart.

| have just handed you some written comments that |
would like to have submitted into the record as if read.

{ am a general building contractor hers in Mono
County, and | am speaking to you tonight as a property owner
and » businessman,

As you probasbly have been hearing, | hope | am not
too repetitive, tourism is the life blood here in Mono
County. The money that is generated by the tourist industry
flows through and permeates our local economy, it is good

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

for all local businessess.

Over the years Mono Lake and the {ssues which
surround the heaith of the ecosystem has ended up becoming
one of our most consistent tourist draws, and | believe that
8 saved lake will continue in that vein,

This tourist draw is good for business here in Mono
County, it is good for my business, and it is good for the
smpioyees and subcontractors who work when | get jobs.

- But | have some broader concerns that | would ke to
share with you as well. The day that the first drop of
freshwater was diverted from the Mono Basin was the day that
public trust lssues conceming the Mono Lake Basin naturat
resources were first violsted. The lake level dropped over
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the years, resource degradstion was compounded and today we
are struggling to identify what is the proper base line from
which to rebuild that ecosystem.

The proper baseline is the prediversion condition of
the basin. Prediversion condition is really what the
hearing, | belisve, shouid be all about. Any lower lake
level than that which the DWP first found when they began to
impact the basin will be an environmental trade-off.

The protection of Mono Lake as an outstanding natural
resource water is the goal that | urge you to attain.

it seems to me as though the DWP intends to sit idle
as Federal and State funds evaporate ke the waters of Mono
Lake have svaporated. Send the DWP a clesr message that
they should get off their rear ends and get to work
developing other identified water altemnatives such as
reclamation and conservation.

Were it not for the tirelass effort of the Mono Lake
Committes, it is certain the DWP would have continued to dry
up Mono Lake and they wouid have left Mono County with the
same legacy they have left Inyo County, perhaps this State’s
greatest tragedy.

| would suggest that DWP start looking for
replacement water now 80 that they can be prepared for the
inevitabis dsy when they will bs required to spread water on
Owens dry lake for dust abatement.

00127

Distinguished members of the Board, you are piaying
out a crucial role in history. Your decision can be a key
part in the process that is destined to be emulated by
others in future batties yet to be fought. We are nearing
the end of this century and this century has been s disaster
for the environment.

Send the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power
and its customers a message. Show others who will certainly
follow you a blusprint for healing our pianet. Long live
Mono Lake.

Thank you. ]

MR. DEL MERO: Thank you very much.

Phil Plster. Good evening.

MR. MSTER: My name is Phil Pleter. | am a resident
of Bishop, Caiifornia.

| migit add that the City of Los Angeles is catching
it in the testh here tonight.

One observation. If you five in Bishop, you are kind
of grateful you don’t have smog, fresway gridiock, gang wars
and drive-by shootings, that’s one of the trade-offs you're
getting for some of the water.

| don‘t at alt endorse what Is happening to Mono
Basin. That's why | am heve.

1 supervised the fishery management research for the
Department of Fish and Game for the Eastern Slerras from

00128

1976 to 1990, when | retired from Stats service. Mono Lake
a8 in my ares of jriediction.

| first saw Mono Lake in 1932 st the age of thres
years. Mono Basin has asiways been a special place for me.

One of my first jobs in the Department of Fish and
Game in 1963 was to operats a checking station at the mouth
of Rush Cresk as part of the trout research project.

But engaged in this work | often stayed at Rush Creek
spawning cabin, 8 short distance sbove Grant Lake. This
cabin was utilized mainly prior to World War |l by Fish and
Game hatchery crews who trapped cuttivost trowt in the
spring as they moved upstream from lower Rush Creek and
Grant Lake to spawn. The fertiized eggs were then taken to
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14 Femn Creek hatchery, since abandoned, a short distance sway
15 in the June Lake loop whers they would be hatched out and
18 reared to planting size. The angling they produced in the

17 streams in Mono Basin was excellent.

18 The tourist guide in my possession published in 1925
19 speaks glowingly of trout fishing throughout the Mono Basin.
20 in the history of fish management aslong the east

21 siops of the Sierras, | have original records dating back to
22 1921 that list milions of cutthroat trout eggs being taken
23 from Rush Creek stock and planted throughout the Eastern
24 Sierra. Cutthroat trout were known at that time as black
25 spotted. They wers the first trout species introduced in
00129

1 the Southeastemn Sierra and they were brought into Mono

2 Basin from the adjacent Walkker River drainage where they are
3 native in the 1850s in water barrels carried on wagons.

4 Further on in my career | worked with Leon A, Talbot,
5 one of the hatchery men involved in the Rush Creek spawning
8
7
8
]

station, Fern Creek Hatchery. He often spoke of the
magnitude of the spawning grourxis in Rush Creek and of the
excellent trout population in the Mono Basin during his
earty employment from 1818 to Worid War .
10 it was, therefors, very sad to me to see Rush Creek
11 dry between Grant Lake and U. 8. 386, and to witness the
12 drying up of the section of Rush Creek between U, 8. 395 and
13 Mono Lake following the activation of the second Los Angeles
14 aqueduct in the sarly 1970s,
15 | have in my possession a photo taken on May 2, 1948,
18 which shows 13 anglers fishing in the lower Rush Creek a
17 short distance above Mono Lake.
18 Knowing the potential of Rush Creek and other Mono
19 Basin streams to provide exceptionally good angiling as they
20 did for more than a century before the change in the water
21 management dried up the best fishing areas in the lower

© 22 reaches,

23 it was a thrill for me to leam of the court mandate to

24 fulfil requirements of Fish and Game Code Sections 5837 and

25 5946 to maintain Mono Lake st a level that wouki assure the
001320

1 perpetuation of its biota.

2 it is my opinion that in order to accomplieh this

3 directive, Mono Lake should be maintsined st a level of no

4 less than 6390 feet above sea level and se high as 6408, or
5 even higher.

8 If the intent of the court is fully adhered to, then

7 all life forms, including wetiands around the shore aress,

8 are to be given adequate consideration and protection.

9 Ecosystems, like species, are unique and warrant

10 protection under the same principies that underiie both the
11 State and Federal Endangered Species Act.

12 | wish to emphasize that natural resources such as

13 the complex that comprises Mono Lake and Mono Basin are
14 never really owned by anyone. Even private ownership is a
15 very temporary thing, and human kind simply becomes a

16 steward of the bounty provided by nature.

17 This philosophy is particularly applicable to the

18 resources of the Mono Basin. Mono Lake and Mono Baein
19 beiong to the workd forever.

20 We now see the Eastern Sierra as one of the world’s
21 greatest recreational resources, supporting more visitor ues
22 than Yellowstone, Grand Canryon and Giacier National Parks
23 ail put togsther with much of this use occurring within Mono
‘24 Basin,

25 Visitation is certain to escaiste sharply ss we enter
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1 the 21st century. There is grest wisdom in the Californie

2 Supreme Court decision that causes us to meet here today,
3 and | quote from the conciuding paragraph:

4 We hope by integrating these twe doctrines of
5 appropriative water rights and public trust, to clesr away
6
7
8
9

the legal barriers which have so far prevented either the
Water Board or the court from taking a new and objective
look at the water resources of the Mono Bssin. The human
and snvironmental uses of Mono Lake, uses protected by the
10 Public Trust Doctrine, deserve to be taken into account.
1 Such usage should not be destroyed because the State
12 mistakenly thought itseif poweriess to protect them.
13 The courts have now ciarified and strengthened this
14 power and water has been made available to Los Angeles from
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other sources to replace that which has been diverted in
recent years.

Future generations of America will continue to be
inepired by the grandeur of Mono Lake and Mono Basin. The
degres of inspiration will be a direct reflection of the
competence and sensitivity of the State Water Resources
Control Board in allocating the basin surface water.

You should use great wisdom and insight as you decide
on how best to fulfill this public duty.

During my career | was guided by the thinking and
philosophy of Loyola Leopold, and it was my privilege to
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study under his son st Berkeley for seven yesrs, spawning
the American conservation movement.

Let me offer for your consideration the derivative of
his famous land ethic, 8 most sppropriate guide for resource
management decisions on Mono Basin. | quots:

Examine each question in terms of what is

othically and sesthetically right, as well as

what Is economically expedient. A thing is

right If &t tends to preserve integrity,

stability and beauty of the biotic community.

It is wrong when it tends otherwise.

If you follow this concept, you cannot make a poor
decieion.

Thank you for coming over.

- MRA. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

Jesn Walter. Welcome.

MS. WALTER: Good evening. | thank you for the
opportunity to express my opinion.

| am a 17-year resident of the Eastern Sierra and a
homeownes in Squaw Meadow.

1 respect the difficuit role that you have and at the
same time the snormous opportunity to preserve an incredibly
unique ecosystem.

| urge you to make s proactive decision to sustain
Mone Lake at a minimum of 8390,
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Thank you.

MR, DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

Emily Hart. Good svening.

MS. HART: Publiic speaking is not my forte, but on
this occasion | am going to stumble through it.

My name is Emily Hart. | am a resident of Mono
County and | want to thank you members of the Water
Resources Control Board for coming here today.

This is a privilege to be part of this process. |
was very plessed to ses in this moming’s paper support from
the Governor's office for 6390.

| have been around this issue for a long time and |
would like to comment a little bit on the history, and also,
what | hope we can accomplish here.

| got my degres at Davis in the seventies. David
Gaines taught a class that | took there called Natural
History of the Sacramento Valley Region. The project he
assigned me was to sit under a bush for two hours everyday
and write down everything | saw. That was my introduction
to the sclentific method.

MR. DEL PIERO: it was the seventies, right.

M8. HART: In 1978, David and his friend, Mark Ross,
raised $200 seliing bumper stickers that said, Save Mono
Lake. That was the beginning.

in 1980, | came to Lee Vining to be the first clerk
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for the Mono Lake Committes. That summer | siept in the Lee
Vining County Park and | walkked to work svery moming past &
gas station with my sieeping bag under my arm.

1 loft that job after & year and 8 haif, Those were
tough times, but | never left the Mono Basin, | still buy
gas st that station and | swim in the lake, and put my boat in
that lske, and other peopie’s boats because this is the
place that sustsine me.

Today we are 15 yesrs down the road on this issue. A
grest desl of work has been dons. We are here to comment on
the document prepared by you.

The Board, or more properly, the members of the Board
have become the stewards of Mono Basin and | ask that the
basin ecosystem be protected under faw.

About a month ago | walked the iske with a geologist,
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a bird biologist, that worked in the basin for many years,

and peopie from Fish and Game, and the Mono Lake Committee
and the Forest Service and Ducks Unlimited, and we talked
about riparian habitat on the north side, and talked about

ducks and bird migration, and money and solar pumps in the
pothole prairies of Canada, and talkked sbout lagoons and
making history with a showvel.

And finally, on that day ! think | understood what is
possible for Mono Lake. Many times | have heard in the
stories of oldtimers what was and what wouid be. My
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neighbor used to tell me that when he came home from work he
went over the side of the creek canyon and down through the
brambie and he fished Les Vining canyon right down to the
mouth where the water was alkall.

And | have heard stories of millions of ducks and
shorebirds on the water, but | have never seen it. | have
always known this piace as an arid land because it has
suffered haif a century of drought.

But this year we had snow and the creeks ran for
the first time in 50 years. They really ran and now |
understand what this place can be.

What | have learned about stewardship is that we
don’t save wild places to make parks and we don’t save them
because we can. We save them becauss we must. In nature
diversity equals stability. We are part of the diverse
community of fiving things and our survival depends on the
completeness of that community.

Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you.

Larry Nahm. He spoke eariier.

Shelle Wells. Good svening.

MS. WELLS: Good svening. | am a resident and
property owner in Mammoth Lakes. | fesl we need to
recognize, develop and implement an environmental ethic, an
athic whers our concems inciude a belief that the
: 00136

“individual is responsible for the heaith of the iand. We
-look at the land more as a commodity and we need to regard
the land as a whole.

. We need to be concermed about all the functions of
the environment, including support of wildlife, recreation,
watershed, wilderness areas and the economics.

A healthy Mono Lake s important to a heaithy Eastemn
Sierra and California economy. Wae all share that land, what
it gives us.

We need to look at the whole picture. We need to
asgess our values and weigh the loss againet the gain in &
realigtic manner.

We have alrndypounMyMordmwodn
much of what originally existed on our land. We need to
protect and defend what we have left.

Mono Lake can be permanently protected. There are
other anvironmentally sound sitematives to the continued
weakening and possibly the uitimate destruction of a
centuries-old ecosystem, one considered extremely valuable
by those who know it and once 30 important in the tapestry
of life in California.

Conservation awareness, education and practice is a
critical stement in the management of our resources.
Exhausting a resource, destroying the ecosystem that created
it, and then moving on to the next is kmesponsible and
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shortsighted.

We need to appreciate what we have, manage owr
resources wisely, and look down the road 100 years at the
effect of our actions.

Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

Ann Hoffmann,

MS. HOFFMANN: My name is Ann Hoffmann, and | live at
Benton Station. | am here because my 12-year-old daugiter

wanted to come and we decided to make a statement.

Mono Lake is personally important to me becaues |
feal it is a unique system harboring species. | belleve in
habitat protection and, therefore, species protection.

| have camped on the shore of Mono Lake. | have
enjoyed its springs, wondering at the freshwater mingling
with the salt. | marvel st the thousands of nesting birds,
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the flies swarming on the shore. Mono Lake is, indeed, a
treasure.

Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you. s your daughter going to
make a presentation then?

MS., HOFFMANN: Yes.

MIS8 HOFFMAN: My name is Lindsey Hoffmann and |
ive st Benton Station. ]

Mono Laks is a wonderful place. | fesl the leke’s
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scosystem will be destroyed If the lake level at 6380 feet

or higher is not restored. Thousands of birds have nested

on this lake's islands for thousands of years. Men and women
do not have the right to destroy this system.

| have backpacked on Mono Lake. | have watched the
sun go down on Mono as the sky tumed pink and wondered is
this all, would k someday disappear into a desolate dust
valley. | know it won't happen if we all work together to
save this wonderful place.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much, Lindsey.

Wouid you be good enough to give us s copy of your
statement so0 we can have it for the record?

Waiter Hoffmann. Go ahead and beat the last speaker
now (laughter).

MR. HOFFMANN: | know by now you are probably
thinking that either this family got with it or Benton is
sort of an inbred community. It is choice A. Itis a
lictis hard for us to be here in the inner city, but we
braved K,

MR. DEL PIERO: You're making sacrifices all the
time.

MR. HOFFMANN: Yes. | am here basically because |
owe a debt to Mono Lake and Mono Basin. We have been
residents of Mono County for over 20 years. Approximately
thvee years ago about this time | was ordered to active duty in the
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Porsian Guif. | served as a sergeant in a hard, noley,
missile-punctusted snvironment with iong hours and constant
noiee, and the solituds was only in the mind.

| came home in the spring of ‘91, reunited with my
family, but there was just something a bit missing. |
needed some solitude. | needed some decompression from some
pretty hard times.

80 | kissed my wife goodbye, not permanently, of
course, and headed on a five-day backpack for Mono Lake. It
would take me a couple of days to walkk to Mono Laks from
Benton, and 80, | did. On the second day of the joumey |
hit a little freshwater spring on the northeast side way
sbove Mono Lake. | set up camp there under 8 biuff. it was
a beautiful camp. it was a stariit night. The fire was
liks only sagebrush can give off embers, real hot and
compact, and the cigar tasted better than normal. The creme
sherry was way better,

MR. DEL PIERO: This wasn't wildemess experience.

MRA. HOFFMANN: You are correct, counasior.

Most importantly, the lake kself glistened down
there under stariight. You could see the lights of Lee
Vining way to the left in the distance and | could feel the
decompression going on. :

On the third day | walked to a piace called Warm
Springs with a nasty, but still paiatable, stil drinkable
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water. | filled up there.

The snow by this time had started to fall a bit
becauee there was a bit of, well, aborted spring, you might
say, and hadn‘t quite got with it.

And | walkked slong this driftwood line for sbout five
milss. The walkking was incredibly sasy. it was small black
pebbies kind of imbedded in the sand. The driftwood line
looked ke bisached whaisbones. There was cottonwoods and
pine, even historic structures, a bit of a rafter hers and
there, somepisce where the lake level had been.

The lake keeif was a mile, perhape two miles
distant. As | walked siong there | just felt again the
malice and the thoughts of war going away, | guess ke a
duck perhape moits feathers.

And | picked up siong the way, saw it in the sand,
one of the most beautiful ssrowheads | had ever seen. |
know those from the Eastern Sierrs, we run across those
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occasionally.

| took my notebook out, traced it, put it back. It
toid me that somebody was here a iong time ago.

And on the fourth day | camped agasin and it snowed.
1 got up, fixed myself a cup of coffes, looked at the creme
sherry and decided, well, maybe not this moming, but | did
have a cigar and | wrote a bit, watched the birds getting

incredibly close.
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Then, at the end of that day, | wandered on into the
campground and was picked up, and my journey essentially was
finished.

There was a phass of my ife that was gone and Mono
Lake had taken that scale off me from a nasty encounter and
deposited it there in akafi, | guess.

The point is this, | kept thinking. 1 said, if my
granddaughters and grandsons can come back and make that
same trip a hundred years from now, they can see the same
things | saw, smell and feel the same things | feit, and
perhaps, just maybe perhaps, they could even see that water
lapping along that drift-ine shore where it was.

Then you have done your job. If they can’t, then you
probably haven’t done your job.

Thank you.

MR, DEL PIERO: Thank you very much,

Next is Mr. Hank Simpson.

Mr. Simpson, you have been hers since three o’clock
and | want to apologize for taking so long to call your
card. It was not intentional. | want to thank you very
much for staying as long as you have. It's, frankly,
indicative of the quality of the people appearing at these
hearings.

MR. SIMPSON: | want to thank you for spending all
this time listening to us. | know | would not ke to be
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sitting up there as you are now for hours and hours and
stil appearing to be attentive, sitting in suits and ties
for all this time.

If you ever come back this way, you are weicome to
wear jeans and T-shirts. We will be perfectly comfortable
with you.

MR. DEL PIERO: That’s the attire for tomorrow.

MR. SIMPSON: My name is Hank Simpson. | am a
business owner in Mammoth Lakes. | have lived here for 18
years. For the past five years | have worked in the PR
fisld helping market the Eastern Sierra to visitors. |
have edited and written for Mammoth Magazine snd Mammoth Slerra
Magazine, |'ve researched and created Weicome to Eastemn
Sierra for Chaifant press which is a visitor’s guide for
the entire Eastern Sierra recreation corridor.

| am currently writing free lance for Hi Slerra, a
new magazine in the area and a hit outside this immedtate
area but still in the recreational industry,

| have aiso edited the Guide to Lake Tashoe and Tahoe Maga-
zine. When | first moved here in 1974 and heard about the
Owens Valley water wars and things the City of L. A, had
done to obtain the water rights up here, | was pretty angry.
it sesmed like a story of a big bully beating up ittle
peopis to get its way, and | didn‘t ¥ke that.

But after a fow yoars here | started to reafize if L.
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A. had not taken most of the water, we would have something
like Fresno, a vast agricuitural and suburban community that
would stretch from Independence to Bridgeport, and
encroachment and expioitation from that would have
oxparded westward into our wilderness starting many decades
ago, and | am sure by now we would have several trane-
Sierra highways, a dozen more ski sress, and Rterslly :
millions of permanent residents and human developments just
smashing flat every last vestige of wikiness here.

Los Angeies took the water with its right hand snd
with its left hand it gave us kind of 2 grace period on
development, and fortunately, left us a certain amount of
wildlife and open spacss, and | don’t think | would go so
far as to send a thank you note to the Department of Water
and Power.

But the interesting thing is we ended up with, in
terms of recreation and scenic values, an extremely vshsable
commodity, one that is most used today by the very people

who benefited from the water extraction.

Any of you folks from out of our area who haven't
skied, or hiked, or fished, or camped, or done any of the
hundreds of things thers are to do here, can’t begin to
understand how important this area is for the recreating
public, and | am taking about the people of Los Angeles and
Southern Callfornia, of course, but as several of our

00144

N
GRERLBzaiaaronicvaNanruna

speakers have said, also people from pienty of other parts
of this county and the world.
One srea that has not benefited from the great water
give away is Mono Lake. You will have other people today
tell you how important it is to migratory fowi and to other
wildiife, and | want to speak briefly on how vitally
important it is to people who live here as an aeconomic
resource. -
Mono Lake brings tourists to the Eastern Slerra. That
means owr locsl economy and famities and towns benefit, and
anything that benefits Mono Lake benefits all of us. ’
Mono Lake is not just a puddie of undrinkable, unfishable
water. [t is a natural wonder that’s inspired passionate admiration
and flerce protectivensess, not just in a few environmental wingnuts,
but in a bread spectrum of peopie. Their numbers are in the
milons
My ansiogy on our Eastern Sierra outdoors is that it

. is sort of & savings account. Our local tourist aconomy
. equates as the interest that account draws, and we live off

that interest.

But so many people have been making withdrawals from
that account for the past several decades, building roads
across the deer migration corridors, building condos, golf
courses in our beautiful meadows, cutting down trees and ait
of that stuff.
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The balancing In our savings account is steadily
shrinking because nocbody has thought enough about the long-
term effects of steady withdrawais and | guess part of the
reason for that ls that the account came to us aiready full
of funds and basically free of charge, 30 we have failed to
recognize its value.

It doesn’t matter how big a savings account you have,
and it doesn’t matter if you only take out a little at a
time; if you don’t make a deposit now and then, the balance
will drop and the interest you receive will diminish.

Mono Lake is part of our Eastern Slerra savings
account. The interest, the economic value of the touriam it
supports is vitally important to us.

And let me ask you, if the recreating public from all
over the world enjoys the benefits of a healthy Mono Lake,
and if the local people enjoy the economic benefits of the
recresting public, who really wants you to not raise the
level of the lake? .

Well, | don’t think there’s anybody in this room that
wants that, and actually, you mentioned your hearing in Los
Angeles yesterday, and | would be interested at the end of
this to ask you what was the percentage thers for and
agasinst raising the level of the iake.

MR. DEL PIERO: There weren’t many people there
against raising the level of the lake either.
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MR. SIMPSON: That’s good to hear.

MR. DEL PIERO: There were actually two. There was a
gentieman from the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce who made
a few comments, and there was a gentieman who had just
prepared a thesis on the recommendations of the Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power, that got up and made a
presentation.

Beyond thsat, there was a student that became aware of
the hearing that day and came to say that he thought it was
more sporopriate to generste jobs than it was to preserve
the rescurces.

Beyond thoee thwree — and there were well over 40
speskers yesterday, and then we have got —~ Mr. Canaday is
the keeper of the 4,000 letters recommending the lake level
be raised aleo.

MR. SIMPSON: Those thres people were unfairly
biased.
MR. DEL PIERO: They spoke after Secretary Strock
speaking on behaif of the administration and Assemblyman
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Richard Katz, and also, the Los Angeles City Counciiman Zev
Yaroslavsky, advocating raising the lake also.
MR. SIMPSON: I've just got one more minute here.
MR, DEL PIERO: Go shead.
MR. SIMPSON: A major part of the valley of Mono
Lake ig its rarity. Anyons who has ever flown over Los
00147

Angelas during the day has seen the suniigin reflected off
thousands of back-yard swimming pooils snd Jacuzzie.
Sometimes | wonder how many million of galions of water it
takes to kaep those things full.

If you compare the real vaiue of this rarity, Mono
Lake, with the non-rarity of all those swimming poois, the
negative impacts of raising the lake level, the
inconvenience of missing a few swimming pools or 8 couple of
acres of lawns here and there, or a few less car washes in
Southern California, that is really what we are talking
about. Nobody is dying of thirst down there.

Anyway, that negative impact is minor compared to the
positive impact of raising the lake level and improving the
racreational and scenic values of Mono Lake for the millions
of tourists who come to see it.

This savings account | tatked about is not just in
the name of the local recreational purveyors, it's not just
our savings account. We might get benefits from it in a way
that translates most directly into economic terms, but all
the peopile who have ever come to see the Eastern Sierrs and
Mono Lake have taken away benefits in recreation, stress
reduction and spiritual that can’'t be measured in monstary
terms.

That savings account is in the name of everybody who
chooses to take advantage of &.
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Today you can afford to be conservative and set a
higher, more beneficial level for Mono Lake. We are asking
you to help us put something back into our savings account,
and the interesting thing is you don’t have to spend
millions of dolars taken from some other worthwhile

: purpose, you don‘t have to steal funds from education or
“health care for the eiderly. ANl you have to do is give the
‘lake a chance to refill itself. Nobody will really be hurt.
‘Everybody will benefit.

Let’s just do it. Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you.

Sidney Quinn. )

MS. QUINN: | will be as brief as possible.

My name is Sidney Quinn. | am a resident of Mammoth,
Mono County, Eastern Sierra, and | will try to stick to my
neat and tidy statement, but bear with me.

| have been doing a lot of reading asbout Mono Lake.
| have been well aware for many ysars of all the political
issues and probiems, and it really does boll down to the
fact that the State of California, and sach and every one of
us, you, as a member of the Water Resources Control Board,
does have a duty in the planning and allocation of our
water, be it tidelands, streame and lakes, and according to
the philosophy of the pubiic trust, the human and
environmental uses of Mono Lake really deserve to be taken
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into account.

And that decision to sliow Los Angeles to divert
water many years ago has really come to light as being
perhaps a mistake by today’s standards, and this is actually
a question: s it still an option that Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power would liks to see the lake
stabilized at something like 6330 or 83357 | read that and
| don’t know if that is still an option.

MR. DEL PIERO: No.

MS. QUINN: | was just reading about their saying
that they might just let it stabilize —

MR. DEL PIERO: They may be coming in with some
recommendations during the evidentiary portion of this
hearing. .
MS. QUINN: So we don't know, that may be outdated.

At any rate, that idea is fairly appalling to me, and
the charts that | have seen show that Mono Lake would be 40
percent smaller than it is today, and that would be totally
unacceptable.

| would like to see you set a standard of at least

6390 that everyone is recommending and a higher level of
6400, to me, would be ideal because |, like other people
here, really dream of seeing all the birds and waterfowi and
the ecosystem as it once was. | mean, to me, that's &
dream.
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One of the obvious solutions to the water problem Is
reciamation and conesrvation, and | believe that’s something
that we all face. | mean, we have been water for
many years off and on. It ie really not so bad. | belleve
we all benefit from that effort, and the old philosophy of
water is there to use, is really no longer acceptable.

So, my concemes are for the preservation of the
ecosystem that supports this vast food chain, and | dare to
say, | have an idea whers | am in the food chain, and | hope
you all do, and none of us knows for sure sometimes. |
think it is real important to consider.

Also, the heaith and safety of residents and visitors
to Mono County and Mono Lake - | don‘t know if you have
ever been up there on a windy day, but | am sure you have
been hearing about the dust, and it really is a problem.

| have been living here since 1970 and | remember the
lake being very different then, and | have been trying to
figure it out and it seems Gike it was about 6380 — | mean,
1 have all these numbers, 8390 and 6380, and it takes a
while to figure out what it means, but there were no land
bridges, there seemed to be more birds and it was like a
very different place.

And now hiking along the shores with them receding,
it really has changed the sssthetics of it as well as the
haaith and safety, and aleo, like | said, the snimals and
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plants and whatever eise, the brine shrimp, and | also think
the recrestional values should be considered.

1 have met peopile from all over the world at Mono
Lake and it s just amazing how inspired and how impressed
people are by its rare beauty, and | also have traveled s
lot of different places and | have to say as long as | have
lived here, every time | come back and drive over Tloga Pass
or up 396, | get tears in my eyes and it’s iike, you know, |
consider the Eastern Slerra my home, and Mono Lakes is really
an important part of my sense of place and being here.

So, | fesl very protective of &, and | just wonder
who veiuss the water nesds of Los Angeles more than this
unique environment that we do have here? And in my opinion,
no watershed should be sacrificed anywhere in the state;
but, of courss, more importantly right here, | bellsve that
the Mono Basin should be protected, and | would like to
reslly end with a quote from the Cathedral Forest Wildemess
Declaration, and | do belisve that all things are
interconnected and that whatever we do to the earth we do to
ourselves,

if we destroy owr remaining wild places, we will
ultimately destroy our identity with the earth. Wiidermess
has values for human kind which no scientist can synthesize,
no economist can price, no technological distraction can

replace.
00162

We shouid protect thees places not only for our own
sake, but for the sake of the plants, the animais and for
the good of sustaining the sarth.

The lakes and forests, ke you, ke me, are living
things. Wildemess should sxdet intact solely for its own
sake, wherein no human justification, rationale or sxcues is
neaded.

Thenk

MR, DEL. MERD: Thank you very much.

Robert Parker.

MR. PARKER: Good evening and thank you.

My name is Robert Parker. | don't know that I’ve got
a lot of additional to say from what other peopie have said

| am originally from New Zeasland and | have resided
here for 16 years now, and | speak for myself, my wife, who
has written a comprehensive visitor’s guide to the area
published in the last year or 30, and hopefully, | will also
speak for my daughter. She s only three.

Mono Lake is a unique place. My job as a
professional mountain guide has taken me thwoughout the
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22 world from the tip of South America to Alaska, to Asis, and
23 i found nowhere to equal Mono Lake. That is one of the
24 reasons why | decided to settie here and live here, and !
25 have lived here now for 15 years.
001563

1 As | said, | found nowhers eise fke it. Itis a

2 unique place and deserves protection as an outstanding

3 master festure.

4 | sat for the earfier session and |, ke a lot of

5§ peopls, stil remember the first time | saw Mono Lake. |

8 have spent a ot of time thers walkking on the island, hiking

7 around the lake, swimming in it, which was interesting, if

8 not a pleasant experiencs.

9 But with dismay, | have watched the land bridge going

10 out and | know well the problems of a dry lskebed there from

11 Owens Lake. | would hate to ses that happen to Mono Lake,

12 Last year, my mother was visiting here from New

13 Zesland. We took her around California from north to south,

14 and at the end of her stay we asked her what she remembered

15 most and her reply was Mono Lake.

16 Sknilar to Sidney here, svery time | drive down 3985 |

17 stop and look at Mono Lake, and it really affects me. The

18 view from Conway Summit is the most beautiful anywhere with

19 Mono Lake down below.

20 It needs to be protected not only for me, not only

21 for my daughter, not only for the residents of this area,

22 nor of California, nor for the United States, but everybody.

23 Sixty-three ninety is a figure that everybody uses.

24 1 think it is a good point to aim for. | personally would

25 like to see it higher, back to prediversion levels. Sixty-
00164

1 three ninety is a compromise. It is a compromise between

2 the people of this area and Los Angeles.

3 Unfortunately, generafly, the main sufferer of the

4 compromise is the environment, and at 6390 the environment

5 is stil compromised, still not back to what t was.

6

7

8

9

The Board at the moment has the ability to implement
change.
From my conversstions this moming with the
Department of Water Resources — | don’t know what thelr
10 connection to you is ~ they tell me that hopefully ae of
11  November 30 you will be recycling gray water in Californle,
12 it will no longer be a legal crime.

13 MR. DEL PIERO: They don‘t have much relstionship
14 with us.
16 MR. PARKER: Unfortunately, to make peopie taks a

16 step to recycle water often takes a large lever. | feel the
17 Board has the ability to provide part of that lever and
18 force peopie into change.

19 Without being forced, Los Angeles will continue to
20 take water without regard to the consequences.
21 if anything, having sat through the earfler hearing,

22 | understand the effort it takes you folks to sit and isten

23 to all of us give incoherent speeches. If there is anything

24 | would like you to take away from this, &t is not some of

25 tl'sot-luotcnyou’vchuﬂiutior1‘lomSQctith.pu'a'rnh1.s
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1 subsection 2, et cstera, it is more that the psople who are

2 speaking st the moment have a genuine love and apprecistion

3 for this ares, and for most of us that love and appreciation

4 is not dependent on any financial basis or profit we can

5 make onit.

6

7

8

9

If you gentiemen haven‘t hed a chance aiready, |
suggest you go to Mono Lake early in the moming, get rid of
the ties, tight shoes, walk around and watch the surrise,
listen to the birds. If you do that, you might even
10 persuade Los Angeles or make Los Angeies start pumping water
11 back up the aqueduct and get the lake filled even faster.
12 Thank you.

13 MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.
14 Gordon Alper. ) )
15 MS. ALPER: I'm a substitute. | am Sharon Alper.

16 Gordon had another commitment this svening and asked me to
17 read some of his comments.

18 Gordon is a member of the Town Councll of Mammoth
19 Lakes.
20 The brutal contrast between the scenic glory of Mono

21 Lake at twilight with its pastel blues and pinks, and the
22 dusty choking air below the Owens dusty Lake, is what we

NNN
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need you to understand today, the Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power’s callous despoiling of the environment.
It has all but destroyed the value of the once rich
00156
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Owens Valley, turning the Owens Lake into a swirfing cloud
of aikall dust.

We ask you today to put in place safeguards to insure
a similar fate does not await Mono Lake.

Los Angeles wastes more water sach day from leaking
or unattended irrigation systems and unrestricted water uses
than it draws from Mono Basin.

It is most prudent of the Board to demand that the
City of Los Angeles put in place adequate measures to
greatly reduce the water practices before considering an
appeal for that agency for use of Mono Basin water.

We all know the difficuities your Department imposes
on the insignificant water demands to meet our local needs.
Surely, you can see the obvious damage that will be done us
by not imposing restrictions on the removal of water from
Mono Lake.

A lake lovel of 6390 feet is a fair compromise which
will allow the laks to #ve and provide our state and our
community with the continued benefits it provides.

Mono County and Mammoth Lakes does not need to suffer
the coneequences which would certainly stem from your
allowing Mono Lake to follow the pattern established by the
destruction of the Owens Lake. This is our opportunity to
Insist that Los Angeles reconsider the existing poficy of
chesp Mono Lake water at the expense of all surrounding
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communities, even though hundreds of miles away.

We have learned to accommodate our desires for water
to the available supply. They can learn as well.

Thank you very much.

MR, DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

Carolyn Tiernan. Good evening.

MS. TIERNAN: | sppreciste your sitting there alt
this time with ss much attention as you have given us.

My name is Carolyn Tiernan and | have a Bachelor's
Degree in Ecosystem Analysis, and ) am a physician in the
Eastern Sierra and | am Chief of the Emergency Room in the
hospital in Bishop. | work up and down the Sierra and |
have lived here over ten years.

Wae, in this case you, have to make some tough choices
in today’s worid. | would roughly ke to paraphrase the
words that Mr. Phil Pister spoke earfler today, the retired
fishery biologist from a recent tak that he gave. He said
that shortly before his talkk he received two phone calis;
ons from a person who said R wae unethicat not to put
peopie first when it comes to water decisions between Los
Angeles and Mono Lake. .

The second call was from a person who said it was
unethical to destroy the unique environment of Mono Lake
just to satisfy Los Angeles first.

Just what is ethical? My own feefing of this issue
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is that by setting a higher iaks level, we will not cause
the peopie of Los Angeles to dis of thirst. They haven’t
even had to flush their tollet only under certain specific
circumstances, or to stand among bucksts in their showers
such as my family and friesnds have had to do in the Bay
Ares.

L. A. will find their water. Just looking at the
pictures on TV of all the floods in the past winters where
they had way too much water, ! think they can find a way to
conserve some of that water, but they may have to pay more
for k.

Wae, all of us, are custodians of the natural worid,
and we have been given the choics, but once we ruin
something, we can’t get it back. Of course, It is expensive
to preserve the environment, but it aiso Is costly not to.

if you look at the trade-offs, for example, in
Eastern Europe and sven Western Europe, such as Mr. Harrison
talked about, | think &t is very expensive not to preserve
what we have.

! belleve that Mono Lake is a unique natural treasure
that must be preserved in the heaslthiest condition possible,
including the islande where birds breed and are
unreachable to predators, keeping dust to a minimum and
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maintaining Owens River.
| believe that 20 years from now each of you can
00169
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either look at Mono Lake with pride in your own hearts
knowing that you wers responsible for its health and its
beauty, or you can ses Mono Lake with a fesling of pain in
your heart and a feeling of regret knowing thst perhaps it
could have besn different.

| doubt that 20 yesrs hence you could look at Los
Angeles in the same sort of way because of the decision. In
the long run, the decision won't matter nearly as much to
Los Angeles as it will to Mono Lake.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you.

Greg Newbry.

MR. NEWBRY: | have besn a resident of Mono County
for approximately 18 years.

The indians in the area a long time ago considered
Mono Lake to be a magical healing lake. When they wers
sick, they jumped in the lake thinking it would make them
well, it is really easy to understand how they would come
to that conclusion after they let the lake caress their soul
while visiting it.

Of course, Mono Lake is a rare environment and jewel
in the Eastern Sierra of California.

| understand there ares many impacts such as the Owens
River, air quality, riparian quaiity, and in Southermn
California lawns and swimming pools to be considered In what
alternative is to be adopted in managing the Mono Lake
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Basin.

Mono Lake is an extremely important stopover for
migratory birds ranging from Argentina up to Alaska. Its
importance goes bayond the scope of CEQA and the limited
impact in determining the importance of this rare
environmental jewel.

How can we ask South America to preserve their rain
forast if we are not wiling to do all we can to preserve
the anvironmental resources, particularly when such

" resources have muiti-continental environmental importance?

There couid be no level of protection for Mono Lake

~that is too great. Mono Lake must be protected, not for

“future generations of humans, but for future generations of
all earthiy flora and fauna for as long as the natursl
environmental evolution will permit.

To forsake such rare environmental jewels is to
forsake our own existence.

| would like to see Mono Lake at a level of 6390, but
in my heart | know that the non-diversion level is really
the level that it should be. Several speakers have
recommended that you go to Mono Lake and experience R. |
hope you have the opportunity to go early in the morning and
late in the evening, and particularly you should take the
time to taks the tour around Negit isiand, and you should
take the time to sit and relax and to caress your soul. It
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will really help your judgment.

Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERQ: That lssus came up and just so you
all know, alt of us have been to Mono Lake. Some of us have
been there frequently over the course of the last several
months in preparation for theee hearings. We have been on
the trail of Les Vining but not been on the lake yet in a
canoe.

Bette Goodrich. Good evening.

MS. GOODRICH: My name is Bette Goodrich and | live
as a resident of Mono County at Crowlisy iake.

| am speaking on behalf of the Range of Light Group
of the Sierra Club. | serve as the conservation chair for
this group of approximately 300 members living in Inyo and
Mono Counties.

We sincerely thank you for coming to the Eastem
Sierra and hearing the voices of the people who live here.

We sppreciate and support the work on the Mono Laks
Draft EIR. This document is very thorough and provides
excelient baseline information.

The EIR combined with other studies is certainly
sufficient and calis for action by the Water Board without
delay. This action should include protection of the Mono
Lake ecosystem by setting the iake level at 6390 feet or
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higher, and making psrmanent flow recommendations for the
001682
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tributary streams of the Mono Basin.

Mono Lake is one of the most important gull rookeries
in North America and s key migration stop for thousands of
birds who come to feed on the brine shrimp and alkali files.

it is a dramatically scenic area snchanting visitors
as well as residents.

- A decision to protect Mono Lake's scosystem is both
ecologically correct and economically sound.

Mono Lake's future is in your hands. Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you.

Wiims Wheeler. Good evening.

MS. WHEELER: | want to thank you for having hearings
here in Mammoth Lakes 30 we could attend. | have lived in
Mammoth Lakes for about five years now, and living on the
eodge of the great basin, the land has very little rain and
very littie water, and we know we must save Mono Lake, which
is a unique ecosystem.

it seems to me & is folly to take water from Mono
Basin and from Mono Lake, whose water level has been falling
drasticailly during the last few years because of the drought
and the diversions of water from the streams.

And | urge you to support a lake level of 8380 or
higher, preferably 8417, to heip preserve and protect Mono
Lake

And ailso, | hope you will deciare Mono Lake an
00163

outstanding natural resource water, and this wouid also help
protect it.

There's 80 many reasons to save Mono Lake, but just
for a few, Mono Lake is about 700,000 years oid at least, |
understand. And since we have such a short ife span, | do
not think that we have the right to destroy this lake, s0 we
have to do everything to protect it.

Mono Lake is not only for psople, it is for birds
because i is invaluable as a nesting place and stopover
sanctuary and feeding place for migratory birds. They are
now at risk because soms of the wetlands and refuges have
disappeared due to

Ndwmmhkobvdnbwnnhmw,Mh
probably severe air poliution, and | know people have spoken
to these reasons before, and | hope you will certainly
consider them, and also, help the peopls of Los Angeles
conserve water.

nmmnnd\oymukodtomctmpmnt
of their water, they responded by conserving 20 percent, so
they shouid certainly be encouraged to do this, and let’'s
pressrve Mono Lake, our large biue oasis in a dry land.

Thank you very much.

MR, DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

Susan Des Baillets. She is not here.

Phyllls Benhan.
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Claudia Sivermaan.

Hank Levine,

MR. LEVINE: | am Hank Levine. | am a long-term
resident of the Eastem Sierra here aleo.

| want to thank you for coming out here today.

| have spernt many wonderful days in the Mono Basin.
| have hiked many miles on the shoreline on many many
occasions. | have walkked to the voicanos there, | have
followed the streams, | have canced and kayaked on the
iake’s water, | have swum in the lske. And | have marveled
at the wonders and beauty of the area.

| have taught summer school classes st the lake. |
have published, and | have photographed the landscape at
surrise, suneet and every time in between. | have visited
the lake when ice lined the shores, seen rainbows in the
summaertime, and | have besn there to see the spring
hlppothoontlnldu | have aleo seen the trees changing

Unfmdv though, { have siso been there to ses
the wind and grest clouds of alkall dust. | have been in
the basin to see laks levels drop over the years, and
becauss of this, | am deeply concemad for the well-being
and the level of ifs in the entire Mono Baein.

| am concerned for my heaith and the heaith of my
friends.
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| strongly urge you to set standards to keep the lake
lovel at 8390 or higher at all times. It should never drop
below that level. Anything lower would jeopardize the
health of the ecosystem, and anything lower will jeopardize
my heasith, and quite frankly, ! am tired of my heaith being
jeopardized.

The health of Mono Lake is good for the community of
the Eastern Sierra, but neither my job nor my wife’s job is
directly reiated to touriem. | know that tourism, at least
10 indirectly affects all of us in the Eastern Sierra. Tourism
11 is a clean resource that can support many many people.
12 The Mono Basin ecosystem will begin to unravel if we
13 keep diverting water and then tourism and the basic economy
14 wilf unravel. That unraveling can be stopped if the lake
15 level is maintained st a high jevel.

16 Mono Lake should aiso be designated a national

17 resouwrce water. The richness of life at this lake should be
18 protected.

19 | have traveled all over this country and have never
20 seen an ares as rich in ife. A Mono Lake national resowrce
21 water designation could and should designate 8 maximum
22 salinity level. We must do everything we can to protect his
23 unique and biologically important area.

24 Protection for Mono Lake is possible. State and

25 Federal funds are available. There are sitermnatives to

GANDALGWN -
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1 ruining the ecosystem. There are alternatives to alr

2 poliution caused by water diversions.

3 Thanks again for the opportunity to speak here.

4 Please make a wise and informed decision that is good for
6§ all life that exists in the waters of Mono Basin. Please

8 make a wise and informed decision that is good for the
7 economic and fiscal heaith for all people living in Eastern
8 Sierra. Please make a wise and informed decision.

9 MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much, Mr. Levine.
10 Werner Marti.

11 N. T. Rockel.
12 John Saunders,
13 Rick Jali.
14 Dale Mollenhauer. Good svening, sir.
15 MR. MOLLENHAUER: It is a pleasure to speak to such

16 an important body. | hope your decision on this matter is

17 wise.

18 | remember a very cold moming with the wind blowing

19 at gale force. | remember coming onto an accident, unable

20 to see and all of us becoming a part of the camage. There

21 in arctic conditions a very noble individual died, but his

22 ideas, hopes and dreams live on in the Mono Lake Committes.

23 | hope your decision refiects the wishes of David

24 Gaines. There ars fow people with such courage to take on a

25 huge power as the Department of Water and Power. Dick
001067

1 Dorwin also comes to mind.

2 The division authority over riparian rights is

3 limited to questions of reasonableness and protection of the
4 public trust.

5 Article X, Section 2 of the State Conetitution

8 declares in part: The general weifare requires that the

7 water resources of the state be put to beneficial use to the
8 full extent to which they are capable, and that the waste or
9 unreasonable use or unreasonable method of use of water be

10 prevented.
11 Those are your own words.
12 These were sent to me on the complaint flled that

13 took a year for you to respond. | hope you gentiemen ignore
14 the State Constitution which those words were taken from and

15 give all the water to Mono Lake forever in the name of the

16 earth and future generations of humans to enjoy.

17 The public trusts you to do that. | hope it is a

18 well placed trust. | hope the decision made is definitive,

19 unlike the one you gave me, not like the decision on Horse

20 Creek in Lassen County.

21 | would like to read the recommendatione of staff.

22 They were given to me. Both Mr. Crumb and Mr. Bolineki

23 should be requested to file a statement of water diversion

24 and use for the riparian diversion from Horse Creek. Mr.

25 and Mrs. Bolinski should be advised to limit the extent of
00168
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cattie access to the creek and quantities of irrigation
retum water thet re-enters the creek.

Number three, Mr. Mollenhauer shouid be advised to
keep the beaver dams cleared from his roadway cuivert.

| don't know if you know anything about beavers. | live
in Mammoth. This particular property is north of Susanviile.
It would be kind of hard for me to keep up with the beaver.

In view of the State Water Board’s limited
jurisdiction over reasonable use of ripsrian water, no
further action should be taken on this complaint.

MR, DEL PIERO: | am not familiar with your
appfication.

MR. MOLLENHAUER: | understand. The reason | bring
this up is that it is a decision made by the State Water
Board, or a decision that was not made.

MR. DEL PIERO: When was that?

MR. MOLLENHAUER: April 2, 1992. The reason | bring
this up — you say it has nothing to do with Mono Lake.

Yes, it does. This is a non-decision of the State Water
Resources Control Board that was not made. Thess are just
recommendations by staff. This is Aprit 2, 1982,

| hope the decision you make on Mono Lake is
definitive, and one that you have the legal authority to
make.

1 have to read pert of this, and the last one | wit
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read reiterates, in view of the State Water Board’s limited
jurisdiction over reasonable use of riparian water, no
further action should be taken on this complaint.

1 bring this up because as a single individual, we
filed a complaint on a 100 percent diversion of a creek. It
took me a year to get a respones from your Departmant. It
took 8 year to get a response from the Fish and Game. Fish
and Game did apologize. You haven’t — my point being if |
may be 20 boid as to suggest, the single individual having a
problem, be it the savings of Mono Lake or diversion of
Horse Creek, has got t0 go t0 a government agency in this
state and get a reasonable response and get reasonable and
intefigent information as to where he should go if that is
not the right department, and you have cross authorities.

Fish and Game has authority maybe. The Water
Resources Control Board has authority, maybe. They both sit
there and bounce me back and forth, or whoever it is that is
trying to make a complsint, untll they either give up, which
| won’t do, or die.

Thank you.

| apologize for the smotional outburst. The reason |
had to write the first part down is because it chokes me up.

Thank you very much.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you.

Barbara Moore.

00170

MS. MOORE: My name is Barbara Moors. | five in the
Bodie Hills overiooking Mono Lake, 90 sveryday, all day
long, | get to see that beautiful lake.

| teach a history course in Mammoth, as | have for
the isst two years. [t is called Settling the Eastemn
Sierra.

Thers was & man in 18566, Alexis Von Smith, who came
over to do the surveys on the Eastem Sierra. He came over
Bodie Canyon and he saw Mono Lake and he said, and this is
in his record, this was the most beautiful view | have ever
seon in the world. That is how he feit about Mono Lake.

But what | gave you are pictures that | took on Aprit
30 of 1993 of a dust storm, and | am going to read what |
prepared in addition to those pictures.

Shortly after | malled my letter to the Water
Resources Control Board conceming the future of Mono Lake,
| took a roll of fim In to be deveioped. | had forgotten
that | had snapped pictures of s dust storm over the lake
several months previously,

it has been said a picture is worth a thousand words.
In ou of 3,000 words as my testimony on the level of Mono
Lake, | hersby submit three photos, all taken from my home
on Aprll 30, 1993, the date documented by a daily journal
ontry.
The thvee photos show massive dust clouds originating
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on the exposed shores of Poohs and Negit islands.
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2 What was unusual asbout this day was that most dust
3 storms of this intensity totally obscure the lake because
4 they start along the mainiand shore instead of the islands.
5 Shortly after | took thess pictures, that was the
8 case. | couldn’t ses the lake. Dust enveloped the home
7 below me, and from the looks of the dust clouds, the dust
8 - probably went as far east as Hawthome, Nevada.
9 Since there are many minerals, inciuding arsenic in
10 the exposed alkall rim of Mono Lake, btuthhgthbdultl-
11 unheaithy for man and animals alike,
12 Raising the iake level to at least 6390 feet would
13 not only solve this potential heaith problem, but wouid help
14 solve the many other problems in the environmental imbalance
15 that have occurred since diversions began.
16 The Iake has been studied snough. It is time Los
17 Angeles Department of Water and Power used their resources
18 to daveilop alternative sources of water instead of spending
19 incredible amounts of time and money as they have in trying
20 to justify their ruination of a large area of the Eastemn
21 Sierra. '
22 And | wouid ke to thank you gentiemen for giving us
23 all the opportunity to sxpress our views on a very very
24 special place,
25 MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.
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1 Dennis Schumacher. Good evening, sir.
2 MR. SCHUMACHER: Good svening. My name is Dennis
3 Schumacher. | am a resident of Mammoth Lakes.
4 | would like to thank you members of the Water Board
5 for coming here today.
8 | am here today to ask the Water Board to vots for a
7 water level at Mono Lake of 6417,
8 In 1941, the California Water Board voted for
9 unlimited withdrawal from four freshwater streams that fed
10 Mono Lake saying that the short-term need of water by the
11 City of Los Angeles measured in decades were more important
12 than the long-term needs of the pubiic trust meassured In
13 centuries.
14 ' This short-sighted vote was a mistaks of insight on
15 the stake of environmental judgment and if not rectified by
16 the present Water Board, an eventual mistake for Southern
17 California.
18 in the decades since that 1940 decision,
19 environmental science has repeatedly shown that destruction
20 of large habitat has a disastrous effect on all concerned,
21 including the targeted and the benefactors.
22 For example, wind-borne dust particies from Mono
23 Lake, which have been proven a heaith hazard, are adding to
24 the poliution of Southem California extensively.
25 The present Water Board must be wiser, more
00173

1 politically courageous and more scientific than its

2 predecessors.

3 A water lavel of 6417 is the very minimum you should
4 consider.

S5 Your wise decision will uitimately serve the citizens

8 of Los Angeles because what uitimately serves mother nature,
7 serves everyone.

8 Thank you.

9 MR. DEL PIERQ: Thank you very much.

10 llene Mandelbsum.

1 MS. MANDELBAUM: My name is lisne Mandelbaum. | am
12 an Associste Director of the Mono Lake Committes.

13 On behalf of the Mono Lake Committes, |

14 enthusiastically thank the Board for to Mono

15 County to hear the views of the citizens of Eastern Sierra

16 on the future of Mono Lake.

17 We greatly appreciste the numerous opportunities you
18 have provided to receive public comments on the water rights
19 review process. Today you have heard many voices from
20 Eastern Sierra asking you to permanently protect Mono Lake
21 and provide for the wise stewardship of Mono County’s finite
22 water resources.

23 { hope that ss members of the Board you will give

24 serious consideration to these views as you come to your

25 decision.
00174

1 | would like to present to you a stack of letters
2 that have accumulated during the last month in our Lee
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Vining store. They are letters from citizens of Mono and
Inyo Counties, and throughowut California In support of the
raising of Mono Lake’s lsvel to 8390 feet or higher.

| respectfully ask that these letters be considered
part of today’s hearing record. | would also like to inform
you that the Mono Lake Committee and the National Audubon
Society have submitted for the evidentiary hearing testimony
by several local historical witnesses who, because of their
advanced years, would find it difficuit, if not impossible
to travel to Sacramento to testify,

Therefore, we request and hope that you will agree to
retum to the Eastern Sierra to take a day to hear these
long-time residents speak for the svidentiary hearing.

MR. DEL PIERO: Excuss me. We need to be real
careful here. You forwarded that request in writing
already?

MS, MANDELBAUM: That is commect.

MR, DEL PIERO: We will work on the schedule.

MS. MANDELBAUM: Finally, | would like to thank you
and your staff for your diligent sffort in developing the
Mono Basin Environmental impact Report. Of the many studies
prepared over the years on the Mono Lake lssue, this report
is without question the most comprehernsive and complete
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anslysis to date.

We commend your staff for their hard Work and their
significant contribution towards what we hope will be the
final resolution of the Mono Lake lssus after 15 long years
of debate.

Thank you very much.

MR, DEL PIERO: Th-*youvorymueh

At 2200 pages, it aleo is the heaviest document.

Mary Lou Birkhimer

M8. BIRKHIMER: Good evening. My name is Mary
Birichimer.

| will read excerpts from the writing of Aldo
Leopoid. These were first published more than 40 years ago.
Many of us have read and heerd these selections before,
perhaps sven dozens of times, but | bellsve they still have
great merit and 80, we shall hear them again.

When godilke Odysseus retumed from the wars in
Troy, he hanged sl on one rope a dozen siave giris of his
househoid whom he suspected of misbehavior during his

a8 now, & matter of expediency, not of right and wrong.
Conoepts of right and wrong were not lacking from
Odyseseus Greece: witness the fidelity of his wife.
The ethical structure of that day covered wives, but
00178

had not yet been extended to human chattels.

During the 3,000 years which have since elapsed,
ethical criteria have besn extended to many fields of
oconduct with correaponding shrinkages in those judged just
by sxpediency only.

All ethics so far involved rest upon a single
premise, that the individual is a member of & community with
interdependent parts. His instinct prompts him to compete
for his place in the community., But his sthics prompt him
aleo to cooperate, perhaps In order that there may be & -
place to compete for.

The land ethic simply enlarges the boundaries of the
community to inciude soils, water, plants and animals, or

, the land.

in the last 40 years or 20, we have made great
progress in acknowiedging that the land, the water, the air
and all e forms have a right to exist and that they
sometimes need critical protection from the human population
that can destroy them.

We have not come easily to this level of awareness.
The legal protections have been gained through hard work and
public involvement just ss we are doing tonight. We are
taking another step in the right direction.

Many of the protections were not motivated by ethics,

just pure economics. R is sasier and cheaper to kesp the
00177
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sarth healthyy than to sllow destruction now and try to

rebuild things later.
We have leamed, | think, that some things cannot be
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4 rebuilt. Some changes ars not reversible. Extinction is
8§ forever.

8 In the case of Mono Lake, | befieve that the legal

7 system has arrived In time to save it; save it in what

8 condition is now the point under discussion.

9 | have been told that the Mono Basin used to be

10 green, growing the crops that fed the miners in Bodle.

11 The Mono Basin was recently designated a scenic area.
12 Howmuchmsomicltwoddbotompoopblﬂtwm
13 green again.

14 The Los Angeles Department of Water and Power will
15 contend, of courss, that t needs the Mono Basin water, but
18 there are funds available to deveiop reclamation programs.
17 Alternatives are available. This is not a matter of people
18 versus sea guils, or big city versus small town, or big

19 political power versus restaurants.

20 This is a matter of what Is morally right.

21 And 90, | urge the State Water Resources Control

22 Board to require that the streams of Mono Basin be allowed
23 to flow freely until the Mono Basin is as green as the park
24 lands of Los Angeles, and 90 the Mono Basin qualifies as a
25 scenic ares in the eyes of the behoider. If it takes four
00178

1 years, that is great. !f it takes forty ysars, 20 be .
2 it's what the end point of these discussions should be.
3 Although Leopoid siso quoted Edward Arfington
4 Robinson in a poem titled Tristram: Whether you know It or
5 nor, you are a king, Tristram. you are one of the time-
8 tested view that leaves the world when they sre gons nor the
7 same place it was. Mark what you befleve.

8 MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

9 Daniel Dawson. Good evening.

10 MR. DAWSON: Good evening. My name is Danisl Dawson.
1 | am in favor of the establishment of a very high

12 level for Mono Lake, 6390 feet above sea level or higher.

13 1 arrived at that conciusion while doing some work

14 out on the north shors of the lake with a survey party using

16 some highly technical squipment. We were studying dune

18 succession on that side of that lake, and ultimately coming

17 to a point on the shore that we decided was sbout the 6400-
18 foot elevation point, and frankly, it looked ke the right

18 place.

20 So, as qualitative as that might be, that’s how |

21 arrived at that.

22 MR. DEL PIERO: Sometimes that is how our Board does
23 the job, too.

24 MR. DAWSON: Well, having participated one time in

25 grueling days in the svidentiary portion of the State Water

00179
1 Board hearings, | arrived at that same impression.
2 | believe a lake level that high is necessary to
3 permanently protect the ecosystem to provide an adequate
4 buffer for the extreme fluctustions that we know we
5 experiencs in the Eastern Sierra, to improve the vieusl
8 resources in the Mono Basin and ultimately to reducs the
7 dust storms.
8 Mono Lake is very important to me personally. | have
9 lived in the Eastern Sierra for a fong time. | pian to Ive
10 hers a lot longer. | visit Mono Lake frequently and { enjoy
11 the serenity and beauty. | ke to introduce & to others.
12
13
14
15
16
17

As a member of the Mono Basin National Forest Scenic

Area Advisory Board since its inception, | have been

actively invoived in decisions regarding future management

-for the basin. | have seen visitstion in the basin grow by

orders of magnitude. Mono Lake is no longer a local

resource. [t’s s nationsal and intermnational destination and
18 resource, and as such, needs to be protected by the State of
19 California.

20 It is important that peopile of the State of
21 California support this position.
22 As indicated in the EIR people in California would be

23 willing to tax themseives to protect this ecosystem,
24 Furthermore, this whole prospect is feasible.
25 Water conservation and reciamation projects could
00180

1 make up the lost Mono Basin water for the City of Los

2 Angeles.

3 In conclusion, htmnnhdyouofmchmto

4 close the book on years of struggie on this issus.
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Mono Lake is held in trust by the State of California
for the people of California. Please listen to the people
and be an advocate for the pecple. Pleass require a lake
lovel adequate to protect Mono Lake.

Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you.

MR, SMITH: Hugh Smith, State staff of the Water
Board.

You ssid in your policy statement that the level of
6400 would improve visual aspects. Are you aware that a
iake lovel at that perticular point would aimost basicalty
drown, inundate the south tufa?

MR. DAWSON: | am not one of the peopie that
necessarlly befieves that tufa high and dry sre a primary
scenic value in the basin, |, ke the gentieman who spoks
sarfier, would ke to see tufa restored to their natural
place under the lake water.

MR. SMITH: Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: | don‘t know if you know, but it just
soems appropriste to say now there’s a number of people who
have raised the issue. Since 1989, with the exception of
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some experiments, no water has gone to Los Angeles from the
Mono Basin, so they have compensated at this point over the
course of the last couple of years.

MR. DAWSON: The point is that conservation and
recismation are well within their grasp to make up this.

You are supporting my argument.

MR, DELP!ERO You are making a point. | am making
an observation.

MR. DAWSON: Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: Michael Prather. Good evening.

MR. PRATHER: Good evening. | am a long-time
environmental activist and resident of the Eastern Sierra.

| would, first, like to compiiment the audience. |
have been to many many hearings of all kinds, flame-throwing
ones and comatose ones.

MR, DEL PIERO: That should be my comment.

MR. PRATHER: | think thet the level of comments here

are extraordinary, both on the level of intelligence and
emotion. [t’s really been a pleasant experience for me to
just be up hers and listen, honestly.

My name Js Michael Prather and | ive In Lone Pine,
Cafifornia. | have fived in the Eastern Slerra for many
years. | have unending love for Mono Lake, whether it was
boating the lake with my friend David Gaines, or swimming
with my two daughters, the saity bond of this body of water
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has anchored the heart and soul of my fife in the Eastemn
Sierra.

Being from the Owens Valley on the edge of the now
dry Owens Lake, sven the severely compromised Mono Lake
siways hae represented the historic past and some hope for
the future.

Now we need the decision that will safely guard the

_scosystem st Mono Lake and guarartee that my little school

science students will be able to visit a visble Rving
system, not a chemical sump, ke the Owens Lake south of
Lone Pine.

The futwre is truly here in this room tonight and
thoee of us who ve In the Eastern Slerra plead with all
our hearts that the grievances of the past can finally be
addressed and that the wondrous licuiid lens of Mono can be
guaranteed wholeness for all time.

My oidest daughter Robin was bomn in 1977 when the
battie for Mono Lake had been joined by David and his small
army. My youngest daughter Phoebe was born in 1980, just
preceding the shattering court decisions that have brought
us to this heesring.

Both my daughters have visited Mono Lake alt the
years of their young iver. They have bent nails building
boardwalks. They have :uddied slently across the Iske's
mirror surface. For them, it is difficult to understand how
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what appears to be such a simple problem cannot be solved in
a speedy and just way, for young people often have the
clearest vision, we must remember.

They saw the emperor had no clothes. They sent me
off to this meeting late on a work night with the firm
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instruction to, Save it, Dad.

Often when | am in the Mono Basin Working on a bird
project or leading a trip for school kids, or conservation
groups, | remember and | hate to repeat Aldo Leopoid, but |
am going to. It's a different one.

| remember him saying that people ke my daughters
and |, all of us in this room, that we live in a worid full
of open wounds and without doubt, it is time to heal one of
those wounds here tonight.

Our children and their children deserve to be left

more than just a scarred surface, and that they would have a -

vision of a hopeful future and not ons of desperation and
mere survival.

In closing, | would like to quote Husy Johnson's
testimony before the House of Representatives in 1982,
regarding Mono Lake: A single decision, a single stroke of
a pen by one political jurisdiction could reverse the lake’s
fate.

| would ask the Water Resources Control Board to make
that decision. Please support the people of the Eastemn
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Sierra as we try to restore the keystons of our n-tutd
heritage, Mono Lake.

Thank you very much.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

Don Douglas.

MR. DOUGLAS: Thank you for this opportunity.

My name is Don Dougias. My wife and | publish
outdoor guide books and custom topographical maps here in
the County where we have lived for 13 years.

| would like to mention that | share the feelings of
all of the speakers this aftemoon. They have been
excellent.

| would ke to come at this from a different
viewpoint, the rewatering of Mono Lake. Urban dwellers are
increasingly turning to the outdoors for recreation and
education experiences that provide quality and satisfaction

.. in their daily lves.

One of the things that rural California has to offer

,;;;:tcoutdooropmwmmwodwaﬂonmm
.-place in wide open spaces, and Mono Lake Basin ls ons such
.- place,

In fact, MonoBuin as you have heard tonight, ie
receiving national and intermnational sttention ss a unique
place to visit. This attention is not coming any too soon.

With only three percent of Mono County in private
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land and on the tax roiis, the local economy has not kept
pace with the general State’s sconomic growth. At the sams
time, Mono County is required by the State govemnment to
provide increasingly sophisticated public services. The

need to pay for these mandated services falls on a smaller
and smaller tax base. Clearly, the local community needs a
viable business strategy to survive these trends.

Outdoor recreation and educstion is the key business
survival strategy for small rural sress, a strategy that
builds on key outdoor assets, a strategy that offers hope to
the local population for keeping pace with increasing State
demands and providing a decernt standard of living.

Opportunities for both public and private investment
in specifically outdoor recrestion and education are
dependent on the stable outdoor snvironment. if outdoor
recreation and education are going to provide Mono County
with a hope for a better financial future, it is imperative
that Mono Lake, one of our key recreational assets, be
adequately cared for and apprecisted.

This means Mono Lake must remain an inspiring vieual
site, a viable ecological system, and an important
educational center to encourage private and public
investment. Public access and interpretive programs of all
kinds must be maintained and expanded if the full
recreational and educational value of Mono Lake is to be
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anjoyed by all visitors.

Clearty, Mono Lake cannot fulfill such a mission if
it is allowed to become an unsightly dust bowl.

In the name of outdoor recreation and survival of our
local economy, our littie firm asks that Mono Lake be
maintained at a level of 6390 or more to provide the stable

outdoor snvironment so that opportunities for public and
private investment in outdoor recrestion can be made.

Thank you.

MR, DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

James Wileon,

MR. WILSON: Good evening, gentiemen. Thank you for
this opportunity.

My name is James Wiison. | am from Bishop,
Californis.

My wife and | own a sporting goods store. We have
been seliing sporting goods in Bishop for 14 years and we
employ 10 people.

Our customers not only include local people, and
Califomians and other Americans on vacation, but
increasingly intemational travelers.

Many tourists from abroad do a loop trip from Los
Angelss through to San Francleco with stops in Yosemite, Las
Vegas and Grand Canyon. They also stop for the night in
Bishop and Mammoth Lakes on their tour. And some of them
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have Bodie, the ancient bristle cone pine forest and Mono
Lake on their itinerary.

For the future we depend heavily on this tourist
economy, in the Eastern Sierra our capital base for this
sconomy is the ecosystem. In this time of diminishing

resources, hard choices must be made about the allocation of
m“mummmoda.

We have spent much of our capital base for water
eoxport and hydroelectric power. Let’s keep what remains
here to support our economy for ourselves, our children, and
our customers. .

A healthy Mono Lake is important not only for the
Eastern Sierra, but sleo, for California’s growing tourism.
The Eastern Sierra has given in resource extraction.

What we need for the future is a viable diverse
escosystem including Mono Lake.

| support, as | know many of my customers do, as high
8 lovel for the lake as possible, 8400 or higher.

Thank you. .

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

David Oldenburg.

MR. OLDENBURG: | am Deve Oldenburg from Bishop,
California,

1 just have two points because | know that Los
Angeiles is able to conserve the amount of water that they
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would like to export from the Monc Basin. The resson | know
this is because during the drougit Los Angeles was imposing
upon themesives & water rationing of, | belisve, 20 percent
reduction in water use. After the drought was over, they
deciared the water rationing to be over with.

We asked wivwy they stopped the water rationing,
becasuse saving water is & good thing. The newspaper pointed
out that the Department of Water and Power's revenuss were
being reduced because they weren‘t seling enough water.

The second point that | know that water can be.
conserved in the Los Angeles Basin to replace the water that
they would like to export, is because once or twice a year
my wifs and | have the occasion to go to the Los Angeles
area for either business or for a wedding, or for some
resson or another, and we stay at a local motsi or hotel,
usually ones that are quite nice and fairly new. And none
of them have water-saving fotures. They have showerheads
- they have the Water-Pik-type showerheads that waste
water, and the bativoom fixtures are not the water
conservation type.

So, for thoee resecns, | think &t is pretty obvious
that the water can be conserved that would make up for any
deeire to export water from Mono Basin,

Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.
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Dennis Domaille.

MR. DOMAILLE: Good evening. My name is Dennis
Domaiile.

| want to speak brisfly about economics. Just this
summer | got a 120-unit locale right at the intersection of
Highway 120 and 398.

MR. DEL PIERO: Congratulationsi
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8 MR, DOMAILLE: | was at a bank in San Francisco and

9 made it to the ioan committee, and the question came up,

10 what are they going to do about the level of Mono Lake? And

11 | couldn’t give them an answer because there is Nno answer

12 yet, which will be the second part of your hearing.

13 We talked about it and & became real cisar to me that

14 they were resl concerned sbowut raking a five-million-doflar

15 loan on a plece of property that couid end up being in the

16 middie of a dust bowl.

17 MR. DEL PIERO: Have them give me a call,

18 MR. DOMAILLE: And with that in mind, | will close

19 with the only other thing | want to say, that { hope your

20 decision comes siong quicker than the one | have seen from

21 the other svidentiary hearing last month.

22 MR. DEL PIERO: | indicated this afternocon and | will

23 indicate again, the evidentiary hearing starts in two weeks

24 because next Monday | am in Big Bear, | am a hearing

25 officer aiso for the Petition to Modify the Water Rights on
001980

1 the Big Bear Reservoir in Southem Caltfornia, San

2 Bernardino.

3 { will be done with that next week, and then, we

4 begin the Mono Lake evidentiary hearing the week after.

5 | am going to be doing the evidentiary portion, so it

8 is going to be the first week in December or it is going to

7 be real miserable on a bunch of people. In fact, if we are

8 successful in meeting the time line that 1’ve sort of laid

9 out, it is my distinct desire to try and have an order

10 prepared by the mid part of the spring, and just 20 everyons
11 knows, the Board has already given direction to our

12 Executive Director that once the evidentiary portion of the
13 ' hearing is concluded, the staff that you see assisting me
14 here this evening is going to be given as much free rein as
15 possible to move forward on the preparation of that order as
18 quickly as they can, recognizing the need for some

17 significant amount of certainty for this basin that has been
18 faced with uncertainty for a very long period of time.

19 Thank you.

20 MR. DOMAILLE: Thank you.

21 MR. DEL PIERO: Steve Barager, Good evening.

22 MR, BARAGER: | am Steve Barager. We are property

23 owners in the town of Les Vining, and first of all, | would

24 like to invite you to coms to Lee Vining to hear the points

25 of view of all of the different residents of our community
00191

1 that weren’t able to come here.
2 Also, when | first moved 1o the area the streams In
3 the Mono Basin were compistely dry, pretty much, and there
4 was nothing in Les Vining Creek except for an occssional
5 pool of stagnant water, and since the court order that
8 restored the water into the streams, | have watched the
7 water come down irto the streams and fill sach pool and into
8 the next one, and | think that’s s healing process, and |
9 would like to urge you to supprt the restoration of the
10 streams in the Mono Basin to = good condition,to restore the
11 fisherias and the wildiife and sverything, and to bring the
12 lake up again to its natural stage, whatever that will be.
13 Thank you.
14 MR, DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.
16 David Marquart. Waeicoms.
16 MR. MARQUART: Good evening. My name is Devid
17 Marquart.
18 | want to thank you for the opportunity to speak her
19 tonight. And | am speaking here as President of the Mono
20 Lake Foundstion. The Mono Lake Foundation is a non-profit
21 organization founded in 1986. Our purposes are 10 operate 8
22 non-profit organization for the preservation of the
23 scientific, geological, ecological, historical, recreational
24 and sesthetic values of the Mono Basin area through
25 education and research.

. 00192

The Mono Lake Foundation has for the past several
years sponsored a summer workshop series as well as natursi
history canoe tours of Mono Lake.

This past summer between one and two thousand people
pasticipated in the canoe tour program. The canoe tour
provided an excellent educationsl tool for the public and
for the many groups which we have taken out.

In general, the demand for water-based recrestion at
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Mono Lake has been tremendous.

We urge the Water Board to amend DWP’s license by
requiring DWP to maintain Mono Lake at the 8380-foot level.
This level will maintain the values of Mono Basin that our
organization has pledged to preserve. It will maintain the
flows in thoee four tributary stresme that the Fish and Game
Code requires. It will restore the natural beauty of Mono
Lake by erasing the land bridge to Negit isiand and by
erasing most of the white sikall ring around the lake. It
will restore many of the nstural wetlands that formerly
harbored ducks and geese by the hundreds of thousands.

It will assure good nesting conditions on Negit
Island for Californis gulls. It will assure the heaith of
the akall fiy and the brine shrimp which are adversely
sffected by 100 saline water, and will cause a significant
decrease in the amount of sirborne particulates off the
currently exposed lakebed.

00193

SONIALLON -

Once again, we urge you to mandate a minimum lake
level of 8380 fest which would comply with the Fish and Game
Code, the Pubfic Trust Doctrine and the Clean Air Act.

MR, DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

Bradiey Alan Taylor.

MS. TAYLOR: How are you doing?

¥R, DEL PIERO: Good.

M8, TAYLOR: My name is Bradiey Alan Taylor and { have
bees: a resident of Mono Basin since 19886,

That first summer | lived in a cabin about 115 feet
off Lee Vining Cresk and svery night when | went to bed |
could hear the creek as it rofled and tumbled on its way to
Mono Lake. Every moming when | woke up | could hear it,
and any time during the day when | was at work, | could stop
and listen to R.

And one nigit in August, actually one moming in
Auguet, | woke up and | couldn’t hear anything. And | went
down to the creek and t was dry.

And | mentioned it to my boss at work hecause |
didn’t really understand what was going on. He said, well,
they shut & off, and it struck me at the time as aimost
criminal,
| ueed to go down svery night after work and watch
the birds flying up and down the corridor between the aspens

catching bugs.
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Without the water there weren’t bugs and birds.

It bothered me in the weeks when people were finding
the trout and trying to save them, and the Mono Lake
Committes and the Department of Water and Power were
fighting back and forth in the paper sbout what was going
on. All they were doing and what their job was, was to
maintain the statue quo and the stastue quo for 40 years has
been no water down Lee Vining Creek.

To me, it seemed a fairly arrogant statement because
for the lsst 700,000 years st least, the status quo has been
waster o¢ ice, or something made of water flowing down out of
the Sierras into Mono Lake.

Things have changed. We have the court injunctions
and we have got water back in the cresks, and | own a home
on the creek and &t dossn‘t have a diversion dam that flows
towards Los Angeles, and | can still e in my bed and hear
the water rolling and tumbling on ks way to Mono Lake, |
can smell Mono Laks drifting in my window at night when | am
sleeping.

And { do not belleve that a bunch of yshoos in Los
Angeles has the right to come up hers and ruin a treasure
simply becauee they have a plece of paper that tells them
that they can.

| just returned last night from a fire down in Santa
Ynez Valley, and while | was there | met 3 man telfing me

i 00195
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about the Santa Ynez River and Cachuma Reservoir, which
since Santa Barbara has dammed it, has only overflowed
twice, snd that’s since 1954, And both times that it did
overfiow it stil had trout that ran up .

They are willing to come back if you give them a
chance. it appears that this planet has an immense capacity
1o rejuvenste iteelf. We have seen Rt in the Mono Basin, in
the streams, and you gentiemen are being given a chance to
allow that to continue to happen, and you are being given a
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chance that most of us rarely get, which is @ second chance,
a chance to right a wrong, and | would urge you to adopt a
lake ievel of 8417 to allow Mono Lake to retumn to its

former self, and from that point, we can talik about water
going south.

Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

Dan Beets.

Is Mark Davis here?

MR. DAVIS: { have sesn Mono Lake from simost every
high point around the basin and | think that -

MR. DEL PIERO: | need your name in the record.

MR. DAVIS: My name is Mark Davis. | am an eight-
year resident of the Slerras. | spend a lot of time in Mono
Basin and in the Sierras, in the white mountains and in the
general area around here, and Mono Basin is a very beautiful
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site from up on high. | think this is a view somewhat ke
maybe God looks at this.

And | wouid appreciate it if you could broaden your
perspective on it.

it is not merely a matter of water, it is a matter of
the whole area. it is a beautiful area, and this is » very
integral part of it, and | actually hadn‘t put down what |
wanted to say, but | am glad | got to spesk.

| don’t think that anybody who has ever seen the lake
from various perspectives and has spent a little time there
would not make a sacrifice to keep it alive.

Thank you very much.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

Gary Lake. Weicome, Mr. Lake.

MR. LAKE: My name is Gary Lake. | am a resident of
inyo County. | came to this area in 1843. My parerts
divorced and | was raised by my grandparents, and t was the
best of all possible workis that they fived in Bishop in the
winter and Mammoth in the summer.

About 19651, | wandered off into the Navy and | did
coliege and marriage, and more collsge and kids and more
coliegs. Most of this, by the way, was in Los Angelse Basin
where | had lived before | came to Bishop in ‘43,

' In 1966, | moved back to the Owens Valley to get out
of Los Angeles and raise my family in beauty and clean air.
00197

it seems ironical that | moved 300 miles away and Los
Angeles is still here fouling my air.

| have a question for you: If it is true that the
poliution coming off Owens and Mono Lakes is worse than that
of the Los Angeles Basin, should | be thinking about moving
back to Los Angeles?

MR. DEL PIERO: | am from Monterey. You don't want
to ask me that question.

MR. LAKE: Anyway, it’s all very depressing. It
seems pretty obvious to me that the more water in Mono Lake
the less air poilution locally, 80 | support the Mono Lake
Committee and their figure of 8390, and pisase give some
consideration to putting some water back in Owens Lake.

Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you.

Tim Hanson.

MR. HANSON: Good evening and thank you for coming.

My name is Tim Haneon. | ive on the north shore of

Mono Lake and | wasn't going to come tonight, but | had some’

things that | don’t think have besn brougit out.

| think things have really changed in the last 20 or
30 years. | can remember going to hearings where people
thanked you very much and then you left, and now you are
coming to us and not putting much of a imit on the time or

anything. | really appreciste it, especially coming hers
00168
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tonight, so peopie who have to work during the day cen coms
to this. That means a lot to me.

One thing that struck me sitting her tonight
listening to all these people speak ls how lucky | am since
| live right on the shore of the lake.

You probably got to hear some of my relatives. l
think they were hers today.

My grandfather started pumping water out of the lske
in the twenties and we were lucky encugh to live there year
round.
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But what | would really like to takk about is | am in
the process of probably the shwvimp operation that
is on the northwest side of the lake, and maybe there are
peopie that don't know this exists, but it is a small
industry.

MR. DEL PIERO: For fish food?

MR. HANSON: Yes. it's been going on since the early
sbxties, “lhopolmmnﬁnmcmw
taking sbout an industry here.

Mhﬂnmmeum,mhﬂo
got a pretty narrow economy here and if | owned a motel, |
wouldn‘t care, but there has to be other ways for people to
earn a Iving.

{ am alarmed that the Fish and Wiidiife people are
contemplating listing the brine shrimp as an endangered

00199
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species. | would hate for that to happen. The shrimp plant
smploys a small number of people for part of the year, but |
think it is a very clsan industry. it is something besides
tourism that goes on without damaging Mono Lake.

Like | said, t went on for about 30 years.

And if the outstanding resource water thing would not
take away access and uss of Mono Lake, | would be for that,
too, and | think like other people said, it’s really time to
settie this oncs and for all and quit beating around the
bush and wasting taxpayers’ money, and thank you again.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you.

Robert Jellison. Good evening.

MR, JELLISON: My name is Robert Jellison. | am a
resident of Bishop, California, and | have spent the last 12
yesars conducting ressarch st Mono Lake.

| am going to make just one or two points with
respect to you guys. | am impressed by your andurance.

| was pleased and surprised, and pleased to see that
not only the people in this room but Californians in general
attach a high vaius to preservation of Mono Lake.

As documented in the EIR the average California
housshoid is willing to pay asbout $90 a year to keep the
lovel of the lake at 6390.

Wel, my own personal willingness to pay would be
much higher than thet. This amount greatly exceeds the
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eoonomic benefits from water exports.

in fact, the net sconomic benefits of the export is
fess than the time of day per housshoild.

Even ¥ the general public didn't currently place a
high vaiue on the preservation of Mono Lake, there’s a
number of other arguments in favor of higher lake levels
which could be put forward by informed persons.

However, these are unnecessary as it is clear that
the public is neither 0 ighorant nor impoverished that the
value of 3 small economic gain from water exports is more
than the Mono Basin ecosystem.

ikt would be unfortunate if our Water Board places
lsss vaiue on the Mono Basin than the public at large.

1 sk, ke the courts, for an honest balancing
between economic and public trust vaiues. | feel the 6390
alternative as put forth in the Mono Basin EIR achieves
that, .

This aitemnative allows Los Angeles to continue to
export around 33,000 acre-fest per year while restoring many
of those recreational and ecological resources in the basin.

| urge you to adopt this altermative.

Thank you.

MR. DEL. MERO: Thank you very much.

Augle Hese,
MR. HESS: To the Water Resources Control Board,
00201
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ladies and gentiemen, my name is Augie Hess of Lee Vining,
California.

| would ke to voice a few words to acquaint you
with my personal feelings with regard to the outcome of
restoring our beautiful Mono Laks.

| am a He-ong resident of Mono Basin. | was bom
almost 79 years ago.

Having lived my chiidhood years on the shores of Mono
Lake and attended the first school on its shores, the only
time | have been sway from it was when | had to go awasy to
school for a few years, and When | was in the service from
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12 1941 to 1945.

13 The rest of my ife has been in the town of Lee

14 Vining. | married and raised my family there, owned and
15 operated two service stations and a garage.

16 So, over the years | have had the opportunity to know
17 Mono Lake. ! used to hunt on the shores at the various
18 springs that used to dot the shores. | swam in the lake,
19 had many a happy day bosting its entire surface with no
20 thought of danger dus to exposed tufa formations.

21 1 recall when the water was up to the edge of the old
22 road, the old wagon rosd many many ysars ago. it was on the
23 waest shore of the lake there.

24 | aiso remember when the surrounding ares of the lake
25 was mostly beautiful green mountasin meadows and ranches,
00202

which has already retumed to sagebrush since the Los

Angeles DWP came and took out all the water by the viaduct

and sent it some 300 miles south to Los Angeles for their

use.
| recall standing on the bank abave the lower Les

Vining Creek in town and listening to the roar of the water
running down to the lake. What a beautiful sound that was.

’ In the last 40 years we have had to watch the lake
slowly recede to aimost extinction leaving wide ugly banks

10 of white scale and eliminating sl the previous points where

11 we couid launch a boat, eliminating the numerous natural

12 springs down thers and less growth of willows and grasses.

13 Fortunately, the lake area that remains is still

14 unique and beautiful. | know that some of this change wae
16 due to some years of drought, s natural thing that no one

168 has control over, but we do have controi over the issus of

17 how much water is allowed to be taken from the streams that

18 feed the iake, and how much water will be allowed to remain

19 here to help restors it to some similarity to what it once

20 was.

21 My wife, who has been a resident of Lee Vining for 48

22 vyears, joins me in all of my feslings on wanting the lake

23 restorad as close to its original level as is feasible, and

24 hopefully, keep it at that level for all to admire and

25 enjoy,

1 Thank you.

2 MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you, Mr. Hese.

3 Scott Hetzler.

4 MR. HETZLER: My name is Scott Hetzler. | five in
5 Bishop, California, and | am just here to say that | hope
[}

7

8

9
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that you raise the level of the lake back to prediversion
times. | think the lake would appreciate it.

Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you.
10 Jim Pumk.
11 . MR. PURNK: My name is Jm Pumk.
12 | would like to start with a quote saying seneitivity
13 to life is the highest product of education, '
14 | would like to see the lake levels ries back to st

15 least 6380, not because it might improve touriern dollars to

168 Les Vining, and not because of any improved aesthetic value

17 of the laks, not only because it may reduce airbome

18 poliution, but | think we should do i because we have a

19 moral obligation and more sound ressons to do so. It is not

20 only what we do, but what we do not for which we are

21 accountable.

22 Thank you.

23 MR. DEL PIERO: Susan Mehrhof.

24 MS. MEHRHOF: Thank you. My name is Susan Mehrhof,

25 Tonight | am spesking for myssif and my husbend. We
00204

have lived in the Eastern Slerra for 18 years. We are
property owners and we have a small business that we have
operated for that 18 years.

In speaking sbout Mono Lake and just the Esstemn
Sierra in general, its beauty and vast open spaces are, In
our opinion, without parallel in this country.

Mono Lake, totally unique in itself, makes up this
incredible beauty. The lake is not only besutiful to look
at from a distance, but it is very unusuasl in terme of ts
ecosystem.

The experience of waking out on the boardwak from
the park watching with fascination the fles and shrimp,
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teaming with the gulls as well as the myriad of other birds
flying all around, cannot be defined by dollars and cents.

And | might add that | am a parent volunteer at the
school, and | go slong on the fleid trips, go to Mono Lake,
and It's just incredible to watch the children look at those
flies that don’t like human beings. It’s something unusual
to them.

MR. DEL PIERO: Do they ever eat the people?

M8, MEHRHOF: They do that, too.

And | migit add sl of us, someone earfler mentioned
sbout ecars. We have all had places, either hometown or
home piace that we have grown up in, or vacation places that
we have spent wonderful times as a child, and we think now
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and know they are not there anymore.

A place for me that was iikke that was the Feather
River Canyon, now Lake Oroville. Much of that water, |
understand, goes to Los Angeles, and | just hope that Mono
Lake won’t become the same bad story. i

Anyway, | wanted to continue, and | would ke to
ask you to maintain the leveis of the lake that the Mono
Lake Committes has requested, the 8390 feet, and also, to

designate it as an outstanding national resource water,

| just want to say that we need Mono Lake. We don't
need more sprawling high-rise development. Los Angel
exists on the desert. Every geographical area in this
country has its fimits with respect to growth.

We can’t make weather in New England warmer, we can’t
keep the snow from falling in the Great Lakes. Southemn
California cannot get bigger than the resources available to
sustain its population.

Southem California has attracted people from all
over the nation because of falsely crested Utopia. The
westher is warm, the water is cheap, conservation has been
virtually non-existent. Build, build, build. We will worry
shout where to get the water after we have created the
demand.

Unfortunately, that takes place in more than just Los
Angeles, but | am keeping it to Mono Lake.
00206
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There has been a debt incurred and it is time to work
together 80 our state is not sacrificed.  Southemn
California must not become a cancer that destroys the rest
of the state.

Tourism is vital to our state and to the Eastern
Sierra. Mono Lake, a8 everyone has said here, is important
to the heaithy Eastem Sierra and to s heaithy California.

| can’t imagine Mono Lake as a dead lake.

Every time my husband | go by Owens Lake we think, is
this what they reslly want for Mono Lake?

How can s city be 90 ineensitive? Cities, now more
than ever, need the Mono Lake of our land. Please, let’s
ond this ongoing battie now and permanently preserve Mono
Lake.

Thank you.

MRA. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

Jeff Cook.

MR, COOK: My name ie Jeoff Cook. | would just like
to say what Mono Lake means to me. | have lived in Bishop
on and off for about 12 years and | have had the privilege
of experiencing the iske up close many times.

1 have walked the shore of the lake and paddied a
canoe in ik, and swam In R, and anyons who has experienced
Mono Lake knows it is richer with iife than any other
habitat one can think of.

00207

| recommend to snyone who hasn't yet, to actually get
into the lake bodily on a Sunday when the brine shrimp are
in full bloom. The fast red cloud of lving animals that
surround you in the clear water make for an experience fke
no other; and the shwimp and the sigas they feed on and the
aikall fiy and the osprey and the owis that | have seen
nesting in the offshore tufas and the many species of
waterfow! that retumn every year in unbelievable numbers all
depend on the iake being left at a high water level.

Of course, it’s almost a ciiche to say Mono Lake only
fooks ifeless from a distance, but you have to get close to
sppreciate its natural value.

| siso want to say we need to keep a heaithy lake at

S
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14 its present size or larger because of the impressive

15 spectacie it pressnts at a distance. There aren’t too many

16 sites as thrilling as a view of Mono Lake coming south over

17 Conway Summit, an experience feit by thousands of people

18 averyday.

19 Another experience | recommend very highly ie viewing

20 Mono Lake from the top of Mount Bealy in Yosemite Park, &t

21 is a very aasy walkk up from Tiogs Pass. From that vantage

22 point, the iake is an incredibls turquoise jewel, seemingly

23 a living presence in its rocky setting.

24 | believe this quality of grandeur would be

25 diminished if the lake was deprived of the streamfiows that
00208

kaep it impressively iarge.

| think sveryone who has experienced Mono Lake deeply
should do what they can to keep it heaithy, and | urge the
members of the Water Resources Control Board with all your

lake to fully appreciate its unique worth, and | was glad to
sae that several of you have spent time there, and | would
like to hear your personal impressions sometime.

1
2
3
.4
§ power and responsibility to actually spend time with the
[}
7
8
9

Thank you.
10 MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you.
11 Richard Lovett. Good evening.
12 MR. LOVETT: My name is Richard Lovett. | have a BT

13 in Natural Resource Economics. | work with Joe Sachs, who
14 you probably know, but | am not here in that capacity.
15 | might not have read your 2200 pages, but actually
18 nowadays | am from Portland, Oregon, and | am just passing
17 through and discovering Mono Lake today for the first real
18 time. And | just wanted to come to you and express an out-
19 of-state tourist point of view.
20 | am also a travel writer and | came down here to do
21 an article on boating with Mono Lake as a side bar. Halfway
22 through today, | decided to do an article on Mono Lake with
23 boating as the side bar. And that's what brougiht me here,
24 Anyway, let’s see, Mono Lake was the side bar. I'm
25 sorry, it promoted itseif.

. 00209
1 What | was going to start to say, | am probably the
2 only one in the room who has besn swimming & today, and &
3 is truly unique experiencs, and ¥ anyone has any contact
4 with the Department of Parks and Recreation, s shower
5 somewhere in the vicinity would be really nice.
6
7
8
9

This area, as | was discovering today, is well known
to Europeans. It seems like svery ianguage | heard down
there was German, but the peopis were from Switzerland or
Austria, or whatever,

10 | don’t think it is as well known in the United

11 States outside that. | know the first time | came through
12 here 15 years ago, | said, oh, wow, what's that, and |

13 headed for Yosemite. But | think it is becoming diecovered.
14 And part of what's going to go with it is the thought
15 of what kind of an emotional impact goes with the story of
168 the place because it clearly has a story, the story of the
17 diminishing water level, and this is Californian’s

18 opportunity to make s statement on that symbol that will be
19 seen by everybody who comee through here.

20 Mono Lake will be a symbol asbout how Califomnia

21 handies conflicts between water use and environmental and

22 aesthetics, and | just hope that you have wisdom in deciding

23 on that.
24 I have no idea what numbers. | have been hearing
25 6390, but | would have to be down to the lake and ses where
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1 that is to have any kind of desaiting impact on i&. |
2 gather 6417 is the historic prediversion level, and | juet
3 want to say that | think that it will be felt by everybody
4 who comes through here and how long they linger will depend
5 in part on whether it is a happy story or a sad one. .
6
7
8
9

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you.

Michael Dillon. Good svening.

MR. DILLON: Good evening. | aleo would iike to

thank the Board for your perseverance and sndurance in this

10 hearing.
11 My name is Michael Dillon and ] am an emergency
12 physician in the Eastern Sierra, Vice President of the group
13 that staffs emergency rooms from Crescent City to Yreka to
14 Lone Pine to Mariposa and Sonoma.

And being in that administrative position, | have
driven up and down the Eastern Sierra many times. l(do it
many times a year to teach ciasses and do administrative
work.

And | have become famillar with the Sierra.
Unfortunately, { don‘t get to go to Mono Lake as many people
here have spokan sbout, but whensever | get a chancs to go
out theve | really do sppreciate the beauty and magnificence
that everybody hare has attested to.

| want to make a couple of points that are outside
the letter that the Dillon family delivered to you. They
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come from my earlier axperiencs. My father was bomn of
Irish immigrants in Antiochs, British Columbia, which is
actually north on the coast of the most southerly portion of
Alaska, and in those days, Antiochs was one of the largest
copper smelters, the largest in the British Empire. There
was a littie fork up there where that smeliter was, and in
the fork where that smeiter was, there is still no life.

In the next fork over, called Alice Arm, it is one of
the grestest fishing places in the world.

‘My father was an outdoorsman. He actually supported
the family during the depression by products of hunting and
fishing, and as children we used to, myseif and ten brothers
and sisters, go to Yellowstone and all of the parks in the
West in the United States, and fish wers abundant.

And & Is kind of hard coming from that background to
get into the fesling that there are limitations of resources
and you have to do lsss fishing and stop going hunting, and
start thinking asbout preserving water and resources, and |
think a lot of peopis in the United States share that
background

it is difficuit when the ocean used to be used as an
example of an infinite mass to resiize that we can actually
count the whales that sre lsft and that when we throw
garbage out on owr shore kt ends up in Japan, and vice
verssa.
00212

And we are coming to that sams kind of confiict here.
Wae are looking at the needs of Los Angeles versus the neads
of peopie who might coms up hers and snjoy this scenic area,
and & ls difficult for many people to appreciste the fact
that they need to sdjust their outiook on the world and
start resesving some of the beauty around them because
otherwise, thers won'’t be any at all.

One of the things that has been bandied about in this
hearing and will continue to be bandied about until your
decision is made, lo what e the price of preserving Mono
Lake?

The Department of Water and Power would have one
belleve that it’s up in the hundreds of millions of dollars
to preserve Mono Lake. But about 26 years ago | was at the
Bancroft Library in Berkeley and | found this old map of
Caiifornia arnd noticed thers was this old map with Tulare
lake. What s that? Where are thoss? How many lakes do we
have in California that we can drain dry, and what would be
the price to restore Tulare Lake or Owens Lake?

The current Owene Lake litigation projects clearly
rule out any possiiiity of restoring Owens Lake to what it
used to be and yet, ¥ we had thoes resources, those two
lakes today, just imagine what kind of economic resource and
recrestional resources they would offer California. The
value of the property finse, the value of the real estate
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around them, ths value of recreation on it, resource for
fishing and everything eiee, that is the price of destroying
Mono Laks so that water can be supplied to Los Angelss for
short-term neede for a short amount of time, and that price
- ;

And | guess that’s the major point | want to maks.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you.

Mike Kaiserski. Good svening.

MR. KAISERSKI: Good evening. My name ie Mike
Kaisersld. | live in Mono County and have for about 14
years, and | can’t really add anything to what all these
briliant peers of mine have said so far.

" MR. DEL PIERO: Do you agres with tham?

MR. KAISERSKI: Yes, and | hope | am preaching to the
cholr now, too,
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16 MR. DEL PIERO: | can't start singing until after the
17 first week in Decomber.
18 MR. KAISERSKI: Whatever. | just wanted to say you

19 guys have the opportunity to reslly, you know, educate the
20 rest of the State and | just sncourage you to really, you
21 know, save the lske and accommodate us by raising the level
22 and accommodate everybody in the state by putting the level
23 as high as you possibly can.
24 Thanks.
25 MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.
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Sharon Rose. Good svening.

MS. ROSE: Thank you for being here.

My name is Sharon Roses. | live in Bishop,
Caltfornia, and | sent you a letter asking that the take
level be raised to 6390,

| wanted to talkk about the extravagant fife styls In
the United States. We are a fraction of the world
population using most of its resources.

You are charged with the public trust. You have sn
10 opportunity here, | think, to curb the gresdy American
11 appetite for natural resources, or you can slliow the DWP to
12 continue to take and take and take the water as they have in
13 the past.
14 But one of the points that | really want to stress is
15 that the problem is giobal. We are living in a time when we
18 face the gresnhouse effect, ozone depletion.
17 { kve in the Owens Vallsy. | am s hesith educator
18 and | am currently working on a cancer prevention project,
19 lung cancer, and it concerns me greatly what has happened st
20 Owens dry Lake and the high rate of respiratory disesse that
21  we see thers.
22 i really think that the answer to the giobal problem
23 is not to divert more streams, not to find more resources,
24 not to deplete more underground aquifers. The only real
25 answer is to use less.
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Now, Southem California sits on an ocean and [ think
that the aitemative of desalinstion must siways be
considered when we are taking about water for Southern
California.

DWP’s pattern in_the past in the Owens Valley where |
live has been to dry up streams, dry up wetiands and dry up
lakebeds.

Now this has resuited in the destruction of the
ecosystem habitat for rare plants, birds and animais and
insects. And typically historically what's happened after
DWP destroys the habitat, they throw water in & hole and
caill it mitigation.

And for me, this mitigation idea has really —- it’s
resuited in coming around to a conciusion of thinking that
this is a faise promise. As someone eise here stated and so
many peopie have, that after the desth of an scosystem we
can’t always bring it back to Re.

| brougit this water bottie. This is my picture of
mitigation and this is how | think of k. We try to throw
water in a hols where a thriving and allve scosystem has
been. It dossn’t always work.

i wanted to make the point that | don‘t think there
can be a mitigation for the lung eancer that results in
more akalinity being released into our air from the
alkatine shorefine, and | don't think there will be &
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mitigation for the death of birds, and brine shrimp won‘’t
live in a lake that's too saity from being deprived of s
feeder streams, and they won‘t live in a water hole where
DWP throws water in.

I'm asking you to please preserve this unique naturel
resource and pleass use your lsadership to leed us into the
kind of future that you want your children to inherit.

Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much,

10 Sir, please come up.

1 MR. HA: My name is Stan Ha and | have lived in
12 Southemn inyo County by Ellens Lake for about 26 years.
13 | would like to thank you for your incredible

14 patience and humor through a long esession. If you could
15 bottle that up and sell t, you could make a fortune.

168 MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you.
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MR. HA: The reason | am here, | was up in the
Alabama Hills yesterday watching a big alkak dust storm
build up on the Owens Lake. | have aiso been at Lone Pine
and independence when you wers lucky to see a couple of
blocks because of the dust in town.

| have often wondered what the tourists think if they
come from 3,000 miles away and drive up the Owens Valley and
see that, and that's all they see.

But anyway, that leads me to two observations.
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One is that just a second ago in geologic time there
were steamboats crossing the Owens Lake and there were
clouds of ducks biotting out the sun instead of clouds of
dust blotting out the sun.

And the other observation ie that if there is any
inclination st all on this Board not to raise the level of
Mono Lake, | hope they have a meeting in Lone Pine during a
dust storm and bresthe some of that good PM-10.

And siso, just one other observation, | think it is
safe to say there is not s ot of love lost in the Owens
Valley for the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power,
and | don‘t belleve that it is necessary to compromise with
a thief and s bully.

| don’t think 6390 is high enough. That lake shouid
be reised up to 8417 where it was, and if there is any water
loft over, please send it south and put it in the Owens
Lake. | don't know whether it could even ever be refilled,
but we could at least give it a shot.

Thank you.

MR. DEL PIERO: Thank you very much.

Ladies and gentiemen, uniess | am reaity mistaken,
this is the end of k. it has been a sincers pleasure on
behalf of the staff and aleo myeelf to participate in the
policy hearing phaee with you today, both this aftermnoon and
this evening.
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You know, local governmental officiais have deep
sppreciation for the sense of community that manifests
itesif among the various cities and towne and villages
around the State of Callfornle.

The only thing that is perhaps more emotionally
moving than the division of Mono Lake this side of the
Slerra, | think, is the solidarity of this community in
terms of Rs opinion about the necessity to preserve the
resourcs.
| apprecists very much your time and effort to come
here this evening.

Thank you. This hearing is closed.

(The Policy Statement Hearing was closed.)
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